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new organization which had been formed to assist the con-
federation in a serious. emergency should be put on trial for
a couple of years. In accordance with this remarkable decision
the following resoluiion was passed: ‘“ Resolved that it is the
sense of this Exceutive Committee that they will not consider
the application of any society which has not held at least two

annual meetings.”’

The new association entered into its period of probation with
feelings of both snrprise and disappointment, but with hopes
that its work wonld be judged on its merits, and duly recognized
at the proper time. After the second annumal meeting the
volumes of the transactions for two years were duly filed. After
_the third meeting, which was held in Philadelphia, twelve copies
of cach volume of transactions were asked for. ™This meeting
was so suceessful from every point of view that it was supposed
the perusal of the {ransactions would strengthen any favorable
impressions which had been created by the former two. The
delay was to some extent embarrassing because the association
was unable to apnounce definitely the time and place of the
fourth meeting. The third volume was completed as soon as
possible, and the thirty-six books were forwarded to the Com-
mittee of the Congress. When all the evidence was received the
committee did not arrive at a conclusion snddenly or vashly;
{hey took ample time fov delibervation, and while they were
deliberating the new Association was waiting.

After about seven months the Exeentive Committee of the
Congress of American Physicians and Surgeons was held in
Philadelphia, and shortly afterwards sent an official intimation
to the new society, stating that it would not be admitted to the
Congress.

This is a brief but plain statement of one of the most exira-
ovdinary transactions known {o medieal history in North
America. Why was the new association accorded such treat-
ment? This question was asked by the president of this associa-
tion fifteen years ago, and has not yet been answered. There
was at that time a rumor in the air that the general argument
used against the new association was that it really vepresented



