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sary to use. instead of water, a fluid whose
specific gravity is about the same as the serum i
,of the blood.' A mixture that we frequently
employ is rose-water, to which has been added
alittle glycerine and ehloride of sodium. This
will be found mnuch less irritating than pure
.water. I

The crusts being removed, the cleansed parts
are in a condition to benefit by some medicinal
-application, usually in the form of ointment. Of
tbese, the oxide of zinc, when nicely made, is
perhaps the best when a protective application
alone is needed. It is pro ba bly not to any great
extent curativo, its chief office being to shield
the parts from friction and atmospheric influ-
ences. The tincture of benzoin which it con-
tains, however, probably exerts a soothing in-
.Iluence. The most effectively curative oint-
ments in this stage and condition of eczena are
those containing some preparation of mercury:
the ammoniated mercury, the nitrate, and the
'black oxide. The two first may be eniployed
in ointments of officinal strength, or soiewlhat
-diluted, the third in the proportion of ton grains
to the ounce. Lead comes next to mercury in
:usefulness, and is usually employed in the forn
-of ungt. diachyli. This, to be of service, must
b carefully made, and quite fresh, as it easily
becomes rancid and irritating. The " glycerole
of the subacetate of lead " (Squire's formula) is
not open to this objection. These ointments
,must be used with caution if the affected surface
is extensive, as we have known both mercurial
and plumbie symptoms to arise in consequence
,of their too free enployment.

The pruritus, which is usually present and
sometimes severe, invites attention. Ufioibrtu-
nately, it is very difficult to relieve. The chloral
-ixture above referred to should not be applied
to a surface deprived of its epitbelium, in con-
sequence of the pain it produces, and chloroform
should not be used in connection with the lead
-or mercurial -ointments, as it greatly promotes
the absorption of these ietals. It may, how-
,ever, be used with the zinc. The ointment con-
taining it must, of course, be kept closely
.stopped to prevent its ovaporation. Decided
relief to the itching is sometimes obtained by
adding to any of the ointments mentioned a
little tincture of Hlamamelis Virginica. ,The
best preparation is made from the fresh plant.
'ihe various I extracts," " double extracts,"
"red extracts," fluid extracts, etc., in the market
represent but a portion only of the virtues of
this plant. Country physicians would do well
to make their own tincture of hamamelis, using
the bark of the smaller limbs or twigs, and
maceratimg it for a few weks in sufficient 80
per cent. alcohol to cover it. By this means
they ean obtain a good tincture very much
eheaper than a reliable article can be had in the
market. Hamamelis is a drug too highly
estimated by the public, but too much neglected

by the profession. Stramonium and conium are
also useful antiprurities. The white precipitato
or black oxide may be added to the ungt.
stramonii, or tinct. stramonium may be added
to the ungt. hydrarg. nit. In spite of these the
itching will often prove obstinate, and disappear
only on the cure of the eruption itself.

When an acute eczema bas passed through
the period of exudation and crusting, and enters
the third stage, characterized by redness, dry-
ness, and scaling, the changed condition will
demand a change of treatment. Here the mer-
cury, zinc, lead, etc., are of comparatively little
service, and should be replaced by some prepa-
ration of tar. Of these the most important are
the ol. picis, ol. rusci, and ol. cadini. The last,
when genuirne (which is seldom the case), is the
best. The tar is mixed with simple ointment
in the proportion of one or two drachms to the
ounce. A useful preparation belonging to the
same category is the " olio di maiz gu2.sto," much
used in Italy. It is prepared from corn.

Thus far we have spoken of acute eczema
only, and more particularly of the vesicular,
pustular, and exfoliative forms.

In the fissured form, especially on the palms
of the hands and behind the ears, we have found
plumbago (the best for this purpose is known
ais " photographie graphite ") in ointmient
(1--10), or mixed with lycopodium or some other
inert powder, exceedingly valuable.

When an cezema becomes chronie, it does so
cither from sheer indolence or in consequence
of excessive infiltration. If the indolence is
niarked by decided venous stasis, dark bluish
red color, etc., the hamamelis before mentioned
will be found specifically useful; if, however,
this feature is not present, or the color of the
patch is rather paler than is usual in eczema,
the ham. V. will not be of much, if any use.
Under these circumstances we need stinulating,
i. e., irritating applications. The basis of these
may be hydrarg. biniod., hyd. bichlor., potass.
iod., iodine, cantharides, croton oil, and many
others that will iminediately suggest them-
selves. The first three may be presc-ribed in
ointment, the last three should be applied by
the physician-the iodine in tincture and the
cantharides in collodion. The croton oil is very
conveniently used in the form of solid cylindi'i-
cal sticks, made by melting together equal parts
of croton oil and white wax, and pouring the
mixture into paper molds. A single application
of either of these irritants is often sufticient to
j change an indolent patch of eczema into an
active one, which thon only requires the treat-
ment appropriate to the second stage of ordinary
acute eczemza to bring about a cure within a
reasonable period.

Quite recently we have obtained excellent re-
sults by a process that we believe is original-
namely, the hypodermic injection of the arsoni-
ate of sodium into the eczematous patch. We
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