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AMBROISE PARE.

" Hundreds of years went past before there came upon the scene
any military surgeon of note, but when he did appear he was a man
of transcendent merit—the illustrious Ambroise Paré. From 1517
to 1590, for seventy-three years, he lived a long and incessantly
active life, the contemporary of Vesalius, the immediate predecessor-
of Harvey. We have only time to glance at the soldier-surgeon:
side of Paré’s life. For over thirty years he followed the wars
under four kings of France—Henry the Second, Francis the Second
Charles the Ninth, and Henry the Third, with intervals of a few
years at home in Paris. Perpignan, Metz, Verdun, Rheims, Hesdin
(where he was taken prisoner and had to write to his wife for his
ransom), St, Quintin, La Fére, Amiens, the taking of Rouen, Dreux,
Moncointour—these are but some of the bloody battles and sieges
at which he was present. Through them all his humanity, his love
of his profession, his independent character, and his jovial, frank
disposition carried him safe, and made for the son of the poor
country joiner warm friends among the greatest and noblest warriors
of France. Even that miserable monster, Charles the Ninth, loved
the Huguenot surgeon ; and when the awful day of St. Bartholomew
came, Paré was spared to tend his wretched master through the
briefterm of agonized and remorseful life that was given him. The
descripiion in Dumas’s novel, the Zwo Dianas, of the wound of the
famous warrior, Duke of Guise, where the lance entered above the
right eye and came out between the nucha and the left ear, break-
ing short off, and how Paré lugged it out, with the chance that when
it did come, one terrible gush of blood would finish his illustrious
patient’s life and his own career at the same moment—the picture of
all this is real history.

Amid all the splendid work, both anatomical and surgical,
which Paré did, the application of the principle of the ligature to
bleeding arteries is of course that with which his name will be for
ever associated. In this day of grace itis impossible for us to
imagine the horrors that awaited a wretched man so soon as his
limb was cut off and the process of stopping the bleeding began.
Think of the raw and exquisitely sensitive stump exposed to the red
hot cautery or plunged into boiling pitch ! For this frightful treat-
ment Paré substituted the ligature, which in cur own day, employed
in the form of an aseptic animal material which the tissues quietly
absorb, has practically reached the pitch of perfection. In his time,
too, there was a fixed belief that the danger from gunshot wounds
arose .from the poison of the gunpowder conveyed on the bullet..
To destroy this poison the treatment was to pour into the wound
boiling oil in which elder-wood bark had been stewed. On one



