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nefficiency in action, and of intcmperate habits. Il a few wveeks they
were found useless ; and during the Varne cholera half of those weak-
eied and predisposed by drmikeun habils, becatme its vîcins--. On the

embarkation of hie armv at Varna for tl Crimea, the w agoais were
left bwhind; partly froi hmited tranpiort, t vas said but mainl,1
suspect, from the bad conduet ajd inelleiuncy of the penioner drivers.
The wvant of these carriages was felt at the baitie of Aima. and the
blarne 11li on the stape-goat of the lrse Guards. the .ethCaI Depart-
ment.

'hie Cholera, as is well kniown, was destructive at Varna and its
neihbourhood ; and its bad effctt ou the troops that contractd tle
disease, but uscaped death, wi-re aflerwurds puiî iilly iuppareit b-fore
Sebastopol. Co mvtiescents thus redhied vere weakened btih in boiv
and und, predisp-wd to Diarrhea, and pecnliarly fulitted for the hard
wurk, privations, and exposure to cold and wet in thie Ir ehs, duîrimg a
long winter siegLe.

An extensive rýhipse of cholera took plare early in ue sige. During
this time t-very metieal oficer that Dr. Smith could jay his hands il
was ortered out, and additional supplies of mudicie andi medical com-
forts were forwarded to the Tower for shipiiient. If some of these
arrived late, at wrong destinations, or were lost altogether, the auilt did
not lie with the niedical department. Its Chief, according to his orders
and language, transmitted every medi-al package for foreign servin o
the Tower, c:refilly directed, and apprised the ofaicer to whom it was
conisignel, bv Post, of its approaching siipiment, and prepared him to-
takp charge on its arrival. Tiîîs was doune iii every instance. If, in the
hurry and confusion of this great and impromptu expedition, medicines.
and surgical necessaries went astray, the blame d.d not lie at his door.

The want of medical officers was complained of at Alma and Bala-
clava, but thi.s is niot to be wondered at. In au engagemet every
ivounded man is oipt to consider himself neglected if lie is not at one
attended to,not reflecting on the wants of others under the sanie cireuni-
stances, and the aîccessary linitatioin of the iurnber of Surgeons. We
had some hard work in the Peuinsular war, and I have heai - the same
complaints made; but nobody of any intelligence now- repeats then.
No donbt the fearful cholera epidemic, and the sanguinary engagements
near Sebastopol, following one another so fast, demndried greater medi-
cal assistance than the Peninsular figiting. And it was afforded. At
the Varna embarkation the proportion of medical officers to strenugth wv-as
one half gi aater than the average of the threce last Puninsular caimaigns.
And considering the War office redct'ons this fact is most creditable to.
Dr. Andrew Smith.


