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inefficiency iu action, and of wtcmpersate haluts.  In a few weeks they
were found useless; and during the Varne cholera half of those weak-
ened and predisposed Ly drunken habits, beciune ats vietims, - On the
emburkation of the anny at Varnu for the Crimea, the wagons were
left Lehind; partly from limited transpori, it was said  but mainly, 1
suspect, from the bad conduet and inetlicicney of the pensioner dnvers.
The want of these carringes was felt ut the battle of Alma.and the
blame [cll on the scape-goat of the Horse Guards. the Medweal Depart-
ment.

The Cholera, ax is well known, wus destructive at Vurna and its
neizhbourhoud ; and its bad effeet on the troops that contracted the
disease, but escaped death, were afterwirds pamfully apparent before
Rebustopol.  Comvilescents thus reduced were weakened both in body
and mand, predxslm\mi to Diarrhaea, and pecoliarly unfitted tor the hard
work, privations, and exposure to cold and wet in the tr nehes, donng a
long wiutes sicge. .

An extenxive relapse of cholera took place carly in the sicae. During
this time ¢very medical officer that Dr. Swith conld jay his hands on

ras ordered out, and additional supplies of medicine and medieal com-
forts were furwarded to the Tower for shipinent.  If some of these
arrived late, at wroug destinations, or were lost altogether, the fault did
not lie with the medical department.  Tts Clief, according to his orders
and language, transimitted every medical package for foreign service to
the Tower, curefully directed, and apprised the afficer to whom it was
counsigned, by Post, of its approaching shipment, and prepared him to
take charge on its arrival.  This was done in every instance. 1, in the
hurry and eonfusion of this great and impromptu expedition, medicines
and surgical necessarics went astray, the blame dud not lie at his door.

The want of medieal officers was complained of at Alma and Bala-
clava, but this is not to be wondered at. In an engagement every
wounnded mau is apt to consider himself negleeted if he 15 not at onee
attended to,not reflecting on the wants of others under the same eircum-
stances, and the necessary limitation of the number of Surgeons. We
had some hard work in the Peninsular war, and I have heat . the same
eomplaints made; but nobody of any intelligence now repeats them.
No doubt the fearful cholera epidemic, and the sanguinary engagements
near Sebastopol, following one another so fast, demanded greater medi-
cal assistance than the Peninsular fighting.  And it was aflorded. At
the Varna embarkation the proportion of medical officers to strength was
one half g1zater than the average of the three lust Peninsular campaigps.
And considering the War office reductions this fact is most creditable to
D:. Andrew Smith.



