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of disease, practising a sort of pop-gun pharmacy, hitting
now ' the malady and again the patient,. hé hinself not
knowing which.

The primuary function of this department of the univer-
sity is to teach men disease, what it is, its manifestations,
how it nay be prevented, and how it mnay be cured; and to
learn these things the fou>r hundred young men who sit on
these benches havé cone from all parts of the land. But it
is no light responsibility-which a faculty assumes in this
inatter. The task is not easy, being beset with countless
difficulties, soine inherent in the subject, others inherent in
the mnen thiemselves, and not a few bound up with the
"fool multitude " among which -we doctors w'ork.

The processes of disease are so complex that it is exces-
sively difficult to searcli out the laws which control them,
aud althougli we have seen a complete revolution in our
idleas, what has been accomplished by the new school of
medicine is only an earnest of what the future has in store.
The three great advances of the century have been a
knowledge of the mode of controlling epideinie diseases,
the introduction of anoesthetics, and ·the adoption of anti-
septic metliods in surgery. Beside them all others sink into
insignificance, as these three contribute so enormously to the
personal comfort of the individual. The study of the
causes of so-called infectious disorders has led directly to.
the discovery of the methods for their control, for example,
sucl a scourge as typhoid fever becomes almost unknown
in the presence of perfect drainage and an uncontaminated
water supply. The outlook, too, for specific methods of
treatment in these affections is most hopeful. The public
must not be discouraged by a few, or even by many
failures. The thinkers who are doing the work for youi
are on the right path, and it is no vain fancy that before
the twentieth century is very old there may be effective
vaccines against many of the contagious diseases.

But a shrewd old fellow remarked to mue the other day,
"Yes, many diseases are less frequent, others have- disap-
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