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system are younger even than our own, and finally, even in
countries which, like Mexico and the Republics of South America,
we are supposed to regard as only semi-civilized, and where the
instability of government and the frequent convulsions of social
order would seem to render any fixed and comprehensive edu-
cational policy impossible, vhen we see that in each and all of
these, a thorough plan of medical education is held essential for
the welfare of the community, for the development of medical
science, and for the interests of the medical profession itself.
It is surely time to consider carefully if we are not sadly at
fault in this ; and if, while elsewhere the requirements of medi-
cal education have been made to keep pace with the growth of
medical knowledge, with .us they have not been controlled by
other and far less proper influences. Now if we consider the
present state of medical science and note the vast advances that
have been made during the past twenty-five or thirty years in
all of its departments; if we reflect upon the enormous extent
of accurate information, of minute technical knowledge and of
special practical training which is now required to fit a man to
practice medicine scientifically, and to render to those sufferers
who seek his help the full measure of the benefits which the
healing art is now capable of bestowing, shall we be surprised
at the careful and prolonged course of study that we find is im-
posed in all countries but our own upon the applicant for the
degree of medicine ?

Surely no one can fail to appreciate the enormous importance
of having thoroughly trained and skilful physicians.

When overtaken by serious accident or illness, all other means
of relief fail, and the most wealthy, the most powerful, the most
illustrious must, like the poor and unknown, cast their depend-
ence upon the skill which, under God's guidance, the physician
shall display in battling with disease and death. No other study
presents difficulties and complexities so great as those which
beset the study of medicine. In no other occupation in life are
such varied culture of the mind and training of the senses de-
manded. Yet I learn où inqairy that the average time of
apprenticeship to the following trades or callings is-for barbers,
three years ; for carpenters, printers, turners, plumbers, pattern
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