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Sonie diseases of the skin mhich are accuratelv

$ircunms nibel, circular, and spread by peripheral
ctensîon, are undoubtedly caused by the nerves
presi ;in over nutrition, the trophie ner es. There

,a fo ri of eUcemtta of the fat e and1< ie( k which

ari,e in this wa%, a refle ted neurosi, fron thei

1omath. Th. re are other diseases o the skin
kuing thes.,e samie haatrt of circularity,
grîliierail extension, and accurate circumseri;pt ion,
which are as certainly parasitic, tak ng a aniliar

ringworm. But in some diseases hav-

n- tL e t charactl istic s, th tit.logy is not so
dear à, in the xamnples gi% en, lea ing plenty of

rom fior lifference of opinion, anid consequently

for bttet polemical strife. 'ls wýar bas beei par-

:îçularh hîy over a ipe< ia areata : German ob-

servers almost al believimg that the complete loss

oihai iii patchs s due to a trophic nerve disturb-
ah<e, w. hile the major ty of French obserers are

(f the opinion that a considerable nnnber of tiiese

ases aIe p rasitic. English andi Amenrican piý s

dîans are, as a rule, inclined to the neuropathic

theoirv. with two notable except~ons, Hutchinson
and Crocker.

Crocker, in a verN able paper on the subject,*

and also in the last edition of his be ok,t lias re-
u:ntly tried to reconcile these two views by admit-

1ing tLat, while !one ,f the caes of a'o; ecia

reata are undoubtedly reuropathies, the vast

majoritv of thei are dite to a parasite : a parasite,
funhermtore, which lie is unable to distinguish
fron that of Y ingwoi ni. According t , his ciassin.
cation there are three vatieti s of reuropathic
20)C-ia areata

*Alopecia Areata, Its Pathology and Treatment.
An address introductory to tht; subject, delivered ait
Ihe meeting of the B3ritish Niedical Association on
Jtly 3oth, 1890. The Lancel, Vol. 1., 1891 ; page 478.

tDiseases of the Skin, by -1. Radcliffe Crocker,
ED, London, 2nd edition, 1893.

I Class I. Alopeia Universaiis, comprising
those cases in which the alopecia is universal, and
in whi 'h the hair do(-, not necessarily coime outi in

patches, but there is a general falling off, often
very rapidi, ancd accompaniedi in some cases by
changes in, or eveii falling off, of some or all the
nails.

i Class 1[. Alop cia Iovalis seu Neuritica,
comprising cases of bîaldness occurring in one or
more patches at the site of an injury, or in the
course o. a reco..nizale ner e.

" Class 11I. is the forn originally de cribed by
Neumann as AltIpetia Circumnsripta seu Orbi u-
laris. n this the patcies are circulair and always
smtall, lrom a lentil to a pea in diameter, nuch dk
press d below tli surface, with often a narked de-
crease of the sensibilitv.

I Class [V. represents what nay be called true
Alopecia Areata, the previous fornis having lither-
to been ituxei up with it. Ini opposition to the
other groups, it night, with propriety, be called
al' pecia parasitita, or the ohl name, tinea di cal-
vans, might lbe revived. Inasmuch as its patho-
logy is still a moot point, it is better to lihere at

prsent to the generally received title of alopecia
areata."

The fol'owing is a case iliustrative of this last
variety

On March 24th, 1891, S. L--, aged thirty,
came to the San Francisco Poly'linic for treatment
f, r alopecîa areata. rere were three patches,
which presented the classic appearance of the dis-
ease, bald, smooth, circular areas of a dead white
color, which appeared at first as small spots in-
creasing periphterallv. He first noticed the trouble
two nionths before. On questioning him about
ringworm, he sai(l that one of the employees of
the company for which he worked had ringworm
on the side of face and neck, but denied any possi-
bilhty of coming in contact with him by towels in
washing, sleeping with him, etc. My quest' ns,
however, caused him to think over possible modes
of contact, and, on his next visit, lie said that dur-
ing the precedng january he had acted as tempo-
rary conductor on a cable car with this man as
gripimnan. Here then, there vas ulenty of oppor-
tunity for contat t, for the conductor must squeeze
past the gripman many times a day in the collec-
tion of fares from the passt ngers on the forward
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