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mailing of the Act, its blade being more than six
inches in lcngth, firnîly affixed to thee handle afore-
said. The magistratc fincd him five dollars, and
administered a solemsi %warning froni the benchi.

"1Cot pless lier," exclaimced an indignant Northi
crner Milenî the verdict was made known, Il'if she
waants ta lah, let lier have a-.V ta 1la11!"

In other words, if the lawv against absentees
wvas to be enforccd, let us also set tic lav regard-
ing jack-knives in miotion.

But it %vas the Fenian scare tlîat lroughit out
the superb Napoleonic qualities of Captain Mc-
Kcrriclîcr, as great crises always develop the
latent genius of notable meni. ''To arms ! Il was
the cry, and everything that would shoot, e\cept
thie blacksnîitlî's atnil %vith whi'lihî e used to celc-
brate the Qtteeti's birilîday, wvas brouglît into re-
quisition. Sliot -uns, inuskets and rifles were
brouglît down froni their wooden pegs along the
hcewn walls of thie log houses. XVe youîîgsters
werc set at moulding bullets, and it was great
fun. EL'ery house possessed bullet mnoulds, iron
arrangements like a pair of pinchers wi l metal
cups at the business end, where a srnall liole at
the junction of the closed cups enabled you to
pour in the nîclted lead. There w'as also a couple
of sharp blades fornling part of the handies,
whiicli, working on the principle of nut-crackers,
enabled you to clip off the lead protuberance and
le-ive a perfectly rnoulded bullet wvhicli would kili
a man as effectivcly as if it liad been cast by thîe

Government. Mounted men lîad ruslied galloping
up thec main roads froni the lake and along the
concession lines, slîouting as they passcd, " «The
Fenians are coring! Il pausiîîg for no comment,
but liurrying forwa.rd wiîlî tie news. It needcd
no other warning to cause every mail who could
shoulder a gun 10 make lus way as quickly as
possible, witli wlatever wcapon he liaci, 10 the
village wilîi lic knew wvould be the rendezvous.
It scecms fuuny to look back on tlîis commotion,
for lucre wvas no more chance of thec Fenians
coming 10 our pairt of thie country than there w;as
of tlhe Russians, nevertlheless wve did flot stop 10
tbink about that until later; and if invaders hand
corne, 1 arn %villing te risk an evcn dollar that.
they would have wislied lhemselves sale once
more in Buffalo saloons, in spite of tlie justly celc-
brated repulation of our own brands of iquor, for
they %vould have core ne m«i peatceftul commun-
ity that wvould rather fight than eal. Few of us
knew anytlîing about tlhe merits of the Irish qucs-
lion at that day ; oir attention being absorbcd in
politics that pcrîaincd to the talisnîanic nainles of
"John A." or "lGeorge Brown." StilI if invasion
came, we were al illing to figlit first and enquire
into tlie case aftcrwards.

Tlhe îorthern shore of Lake Erie, rit least that
part %vith wvhich1 Iam acquairiîcd, is a consr per-
fect as a defence. High perpeudicular clay wvalls,

(fuite unscalable, florin a barrier whicli no enemny
.if semîse %vould care t0 encouniter. It mnust mot
be supposcd that I arn accusing tlhe Fenians of
lîavîng been nmen of sense, for I have no sucli
intention, but even tlîey would liesitate 10 atemipt
tlhe cay wvalls of Western Canada. Howce'er,
the eagle eye of tlhe commander at once vieved
thie weak point in our defence with an unerring
instinct worthy of Von Moltke. This wvas tlie
pier. A creck flowed mbt thie lake, and a road
to tlhe shore rail along tlie banks of :lîis crcek.
At the terminus of tlhe road liad been built a pier
jutting outi mb Itie lake somne hundrcds of feet ini
lengi h. H-ere, in pcaceftil limes, schoonersfo
Cleveland, 1-rie or B3uffalo, lîad loaded îlîcmselvcs
witlî oakeu Slaves or prime wheat. Captain Mc-
Kerricher saw tia;t once the pier wvas capured,'
tlhe Empire feil. He tlierefore massed iiis forcýe
on cither bank of tlhe ravine, so huaI a %vithering
cross fire would discommiode tlîe enemy as lie
came up the valley ; îlot at aIl a bad formation
citlier. Thus the cmibattled farmers stood pre-
pared 10 fire a shot which, if not heard round the
world, %vouId aI least cclîo tb the village two miles
awav. As evening dreiv on, preparations wverc
made for camping out ail nighit on these lieights

and gards were set on the pier, Finley McGillis
at the post of danger, the end niearest to tlie
Fenians, %lile McCallurn and 'McVanncl lheld
dlown tlie shore end, all hhrce prepared 10 ade ini
blood slîould any miscreant altempt to kidnap the
pier, ex\cept tlhe linited liability company wvhichi
iglitrtlly owned il. Sentries wvere placed round

thie camp inland, and outposts further off. Neyer
wvas there more firmi discipline exacted froîn any
body cf soldiers. The rigour of tlhe Biishi armiy
wvas as nothing conipared ith tlhe martinet char-
acter of thue regulations of Ibis camp. Captain
INcKerricluer in person visited every sentinel -. nd
inîornmcd hinm Ihat this Wvas "o 2.4th Of May
parade, but reai war, and that any sentinel cauglhî
atslecp would bie fortlîwith slîot instead of being
fined a dollar, and that if a mnan lit bis pipe lie
would spend tlie rcst cf bis lieé in Kingston l'cîi-
tentiary.

But the invincibility cf a camp is unknown until
it is tcsted. The Captain resolvcd ho put tlhe firrn-
nless of his sentinels t thie proof. lic took, no
011ent hil is confidence, and lhcre again his ike-
ness t0 Napoleon is evidcnced ; lie neyer Jet ally
of bis subordinale ornicers know whaît the nlext
nmove on the board wvas te bc. There was a small
skiff in thie crckl,, and, the evcniug darkcning
early because of a coming storrn, the Captain
puisled out the boat unobserved and rowcd some

distance te the îe wst, hen turned south and out.
mbt the lake, finally contint, north gi toivard
thîe end cf theeIpier. Thle niglit was blacki, relieved
by an occasioîîal glinîmier of liglihîing on tlhe sur-
face of the lake, and tlie %vind %vas risiîug. INMc-
Kerrielier's qucst %vas gettiîîg to be an tuiplcasaîit
one, for lie was cssentially a landsnuan, and thue
inci-casing motion of' the boat was disagrecable,
but w~hat %vill a man îlot do and dare for bis
country's. sake ? I is probable duat lie descried
the forni cf Fitnlecv McGillis aig.aiist tlue dark sky
belote the sefitincl cauglit Zany indication cf the
boat on the nîurky water. Finley said aftcrwards
tuat lie was just %vonderiîîg whleîler lue dare risk
a snioke in lus isolated positiomiaîid truist 10 ptting
bis pipe out if lie hicard a step coming tipthie pier,
Mieun lie was startlcd bv a voice fronli tlhe lake-

"Surrenlder ! Drop yotir gulu and save youir
ife. Surrender inItie nime of the Fenian Broth-

erhood ! "
McGillis made no reply,and the Captain begati to

îlîiîk lie liatd cauglit bis chief sentry aisleep, but
as the abbling boat becamie dinily visible to the
mlai on tlie emnd of tlie pier, Filcy said slowly,
I can sec e ntow. If youti nove liand or fut l'il

blowv ye out cfthec watter."'
ITlat's il iglit," said the Captain luasîily;

l'nig dto inote duiat yoti are on the alcrt. l'ni
Cap:ain iNIcKerrictier."
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"«A likely stor," rcplicd McGillis coutenipt-
uously. 11 Thîe Kcptin's nîo a malin ho risk lîiim-
self in a bit shallop likec that, an' a stormul commn
up. Y er ila preesoner, an' yc'll bc a cdnîalin
in anotlîcr mecenit. if ve pit hand taoa"

'«Von bol," cricd tic aîîgered voyager, '« hov
could I know~ about MeKclerriclier if I were a
Fenian *?"
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