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MINING RECOFED,

price was named and a bargain closed.

¢ The conl
at his mine costs about $2.00 a ton. This of course
is for culm, but it raises all mh‘e needed steam.

b

This mine

and car-

a
ries his own conl ete. 1t will be noticed that Mr.
Stuart does not say that the rise in the price of

coal was co-incident merely with the advent of
the Dominion Coal Co. Oh, no, his is the plain
intention to fasten the blame, if blame there be
for dear coal on that company. They and they
alone are the rogues and vagabonds, But Mr.
Stuart either has gone too far or has not gone far
enough. 1f the Dominion Coal Co. are respon-
sible for high pi coul, th renality may well
be over-looked, in this instance, in view of the
amazing amount of good they have done and the
better prices they have ennbled manufacturers to
obtain for their wares, and the better wages now
obtained by workmen. Not the miners only. but
all elasses of workmen, and not the workmen ol
N. S. merely, but the workmen in many lands.
since the advent of the Dominion Conl Co. farm
ers are getting over twenty cents a dozen for exgs
when formerly they got less than twelve; twenty
five cents for gul ter instead of fourteen; seventy
five cents for a paiv of chickens instead of twenty
five, Why, bless you, the advent of the Domin-
ion Conl Co. has f‘;uen truly a god send to agric-
ulturists, And the Dominion Coal Co. has the
leasing responsibility of making all the land-
ords and real estate agents happy. Where a land-
lord formerly got five dollars monthly rent for a
house he now gets fifteen, and a lot that former-
ly, that is, before the coming of the D. C O,
went begging for a Eun-,hnser at fifty, now read-
ily finds a buyer at five hundred. Common labor
before the birth of the Dominion Coal Co. was
dear at a dollar a day; now its cheap at a dollar
fifty. Miners at that time were happy if they
made two dollars a day, while to-day these same
men are glum if they don't make three fifty. And
then look at the wages brick-layers and carpen-
penters, and in short all mechanics are making
to-day in comparison with a dozen years
Since the advent of the Dominion Coal Co. Can-’
ada has enjoyed a measure of prosperity un-
dreamt of previously. And do [ attribute the bet-
ter wages and all this greater prosperity in gen-
eral to the coming of tﬁa Dom. Coal Co? T would
just like to know why 1 should not? If the Dom.
Coal Co'y are to be debited with the high price of
coal at the mines in Cumb., Inverness, and Pictou,
why should not they also be credited with bnnr-
ing about an era of great prosperity. Do I really
believe the D. C. €. shiould get eredit for all these
things. Well, no, I would g: a monstrous fool if
I did. Ah, then, the inference is that the fool is
——S8ilence, no personalities.

An interesting libel suit comes off next month, say
in Truro, in which two gold mining experts are the prin-
cipal actors. The suit is one for defamation of charact-
er and the damages asked for are considerable, The
story as I heard it is somewhat as follows : A is or was
a gold miner, a promoter, & consulting engineer, a mine
owner, and other things too numerous to mention. He
resides somewhere between Stellarton and Halifax. B
is mapage: of a gold mine somewhere botween Stellarton
and Cam3o. A and B when' they" were first ‘aquant’
wete as brothers, The whirlggig of time * affects many
changes and the time came’,when Asscorneéd to holler in

ARO. got angry

“the present

B swater barrell. Somebow they fell out. A, did'nt like
the way B was running things, and wrote to two of B's
directors that things at the mine were going. generally,
to the dogs, and that they had hetter come and inspect
before their property was pat tato an uniecognizable
shape. They came. The first thing they did was to fly
at B, using some cusx or other picturesque language, and
then they coneluded to go on a tour of inspection. They
first condemned snd then sought evidence,  One of the
directors was an accountant o he went at the books to
verify the report that B had run the machine in debt to
the tune of $25,000, The other took a look outside at
the plant and things in general. After No. 2 had finish-
ed his inspection he cavie in tw No. 1 and sidd “Why
things are 0. K. outside and a lot of work has been
done, how do you find the books ?*  “Why there is no
debt.  We hinve not been sending htm money and he
has actually paid his way, and all the debt owing is $200,
we owe B an apology”. B was ealled in -~ To make a
long story short he would not aceept the apology and
said he woutd resign if they bought out his snare,  Al-
ter a while he consented t y it they wou'd hand over
the letters of the man who had been maligning him.
They did this and the result is a libel suit.  But B has
also instituted an action for false arrest and thisis a
funny story. It scems that when A and B were fast
friends B got into A’s debt say 8100,00. B was shortly
after contracting it wanted as a witness in another gold
wining suit. e did not wish 1o g as his evidence
would huit the manager or owner of the mine who was
a friend of hig, su, 4~ A was around at the time, he told
him of his dilemua. "0’ said A ‘thats nothing. Just
write and <ay that vou eannot go a8 you renire to go to
Colorado perhaps ut a moments notice.”’  So B wrote to
that effect, A dictating the letter, B, about the time of
the trial thought perhaps he had better go toit, than get
into a law scrape. (By this time A and B had ceased to
make tryst in a common back yard,) A discovered that
B had arrived in town, 80 he went and swore out a cap-
ias and in proof that B was leaving the country he pro-
duced the Yewer in which he (B) said he might have to
go to California or Colorado at any miny the very let-
ter that had been written at his (A's) dictation. If B
and instituted proceedings for false arrest can
we blame him? 1f B can prove to the satisfaction of
the court that A dictated the letter and that he knew B
had no intention of leaving the country—which he had
not—then it looks as if A had peculiar notions as to the
nature of an oath, There is a good deal more to this
story wnich space prevents me telling.

When the three years arrangement, as to rates was
entered into between the Dom, Coal Co. and the P. W, A,
there were a few mal contents among the members and
u few agitators outside who denounced the agreement in
no measured terms. The company and the men have
had now time to form a conelusion as to whether agreé-
ments for a specified time work to the advantage of both.
1 do not know the mind of the company ‘in the matter,
nor that of the men generally, thoagh I am given to un-
derstand there are certain members of the P. W. A. who
Oppose agreemerits no matter whether they are for the
good of the mien, as a whole, ‘or no. ~ But I do’ know
that unprejudiced onlookers, who have witnessed the
good-understanding, the peace amd the good will, which
have existed the past thitty months between the c'o'y
and the men, indulge in the hope that another agreement
will be enteret into which wili ensure a continuandé ‘of

by ermlnﬁonq. 1t may be that the former °
agreement eou'r tiot ‘well be extended, for afurther three
years* period ‘withiout some smendments,” but inle




