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PROCEEDINGS RELATIVE TO
THE SABBTH SINCE OUR
LAST PUBT ICATION.

Tue early part of Suroier is the sea-
¢on generally chosen for the great annual
" meetings of the various ecclesiastiéal bo-
dies both in the old and new world, and
on these occasions some one branch or o-
ther of the Sabbath question usually en-
gages the attention of these bodies. ‘The
great proportion of these meetings bave
‘been bLeld since our last: gnd it bas aft
forded us the highest satisfaction to ob-
serve the growing interest in odr cause,
and the various steps takén with a view
to the furtlierance’of Sabbath ¢bservande
1t is altogether a misapprehension of the
‘nature and design of Sabbath Observance
Yocieties or Sabbath Alliances, to sup-
pose that they, in any Wway, intérfere with
the proceedings of ecclesiastical bodies in
‘their own peculiar spheres. So‘much is
this from being the case, they are design-
«d and admirsbly fitted to form valuable
uuxiliarics, Collécting into one united
phalanx the various sections of the visi-
"ble church, aud imparting to them a mor-
al weiglt and inflpence which they could
“not, in their individual capacity, possess.
The great body of evangelical Protes-
tantism is sound respecting the morality
of the Sabbath, and, agreeing on this
~ommon ground, they are in a position to
go forth, unitedly, and o Jift a stronger
testimony aguinst any one spécies of Sab-
bath desecration. From its very nature,
the Sabbatic Institute stands more in
‘need of united co-operation on the part of
“all professing chiristiansthan any other,and
Hhisgdciations for thisend cinnot therefore be

too mvuch incréssed. Let the various
ecclesiastical Conventions or Conferences,
or Assdciations, or Synods, or General
Assemblies, do their part, lifting an une-
quivocal testimony to the moral obligati-
ons of the Sabbath. Let them be all as
one man in great emergencies, whether
the integrily or banctity of the Sabbath
is involved, or when any ¢lamant violati-
on of the fourth commandment is perpe-
trated or {hreatened (o beperpetrated ;~—
and what ~i!1 aol sush's powes, weder
God, accomplish ?

HALF A WEEK-DAY FOR THE WORKING

Crasses.

The principal topic that is at present
engaging the atteption of the friends of 1he
Sabbath, and which has been brought un-
derthe consideraiion of some eliurch courts,
is the securing for the working classes
half a week-day of entire cesgation from
physical toil, for the purpose of enabling
them to enjoy healthful bodily relaxation,
without any encroachment on the Sab-
bath. TLis movement, growing out of
the agitation connected with the Crystal
Palace, has met with a very favourable
reception in all quarters. Those who
weuld fuin turn the Lord’s day into aday
of pleasure and amusement, throwing
open all public places of resort, &e., and
all out of tenderest regard for the worn-
out sons and daughters of toil, cannot,
with any shew of consistency, bring any
objections against this movement, and the
strict sabbatarians who ave in reality, the
poor man's friend, cannot but wish it all
success. If the Sovereign Proprictor of
cur timehasallowcd ussix daysofihe week
for our own employment, and if he has

challenged a special propuiety in the se-
venth, it were surely alike unreasonable
and ungrateful, if the overwrought in bo-
dy or mind required relaxzation, that the
time necessary forsuch a purpose shoald
be taken from the Sabbath, The Sat

bath is, no doubt, intended to be a day ot
entire rest from all physical toil, from all
worldly employments. But this is mere

ly amean leading to a certain end, nanos-
ly, that we may rest in God, in the con-
templation of-bis character, as exhibitea
in his works, and especially in the work
of human redemption. To employ the
physical rest of the Sabbath in the more
healthful relaxation of the body, is to con-
vert the means into an end, and what 13
this but literally to pervert the very ob-
ject and design of the Institute. The
time, then, for bodily relixation, must
be subtracted from the week-days, and
what more befitting than that the aiter-
noon of Saturday bs devoted to thig pur-
pose. Thiy was very generzlly the case
in Scotland duriog its golden age of roh-
gion and moralty, and in several places
stil], the warerooms are closed, the milis
stopped, at an earlier hour on Saturday
than on any other day of the week. The
good ntended by such an arraugement 13
hower .1, in & great weasure, frusirated,
in consequence of the cessation from la~
bour mot being umiversal, many bemg
forced to tox}' on _for the accommedation
of those who -are set at hiberty.  Fuliy to
accomplish the end, there must be an e-
quality amongst ail handicraftsmen : in o-
ther words, all must necus be set at hiber~
ty. Jlus would prove an immensc boon
10 the working population, and, by the



