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LITTLE HELPS.

O‘NE of the most noticeable faults in the reading of our district
schools is the indistinctness with which final consonants are
iven. The pupils read, perhaps with more than ordinary un-
erstanding, but the miserable habit of *clipping ” spoils the

whole effect. Every teacher desires to correct this deficiency,

but in many of our country schools, where the room is crowded
with children of all ages, there is little time for special training.

One of the best helps in this matter and one that requires but
a very fow moments cacn day, is within the reach of all.

Before the reading, let the children pronounce in concert, every
word which ends in & troublesoms consonant, greatly exagger-
ating the final sound. Aside from the main benefit in this
exercise, their attention is called to the words which require most
care in pronouncing Let this work be done vigorously, the

-

teachor always insisting on a_full, clear tone, for thrée or five
minutes each day, as time will allow, and the child will soon
speak his words correctly from force of habit.

Another excellent plan is to take a column of words from the
speller ending in ¢, 4, k, p, &c., and let cach word be given very
forcibly and with “the final sounds strongly marked. In many
schools this principle is carried too far. Every word is given
with such painful distinctness that after listening for & few
moments one would wish to stop his ears till the lesson is ended.
Of the two extremes the clipping is preferable.

A perfect enunciation may be acquired by the usc of a few
simple exercises which ocoupy little time and excite an enthusiasm
among tho children.

A corruption of Morals usually follow a profanation of the Sal-
bath.—Blackslone. ’



