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was aboot his person, ¢ your hearts woukl meit to hear him named ;
the beautifullest, creature that liveth under the sun,the wittiest, the
most aimable, and the gentlest thing of all the world.” HHis com-
Passion for the poor and the distressed was enlarged, yet unostenta-
tious ; and the distribution of his charities was rendered doubly va-
luable by the é)romptiludc and considerate delicacy with which they
were conferred.

Perhaps, however, the most prominent features in the charaeter
of the young king were his sincere piety and zeal in the cause of
religion. He showed this strength of feeling even in_his infaucy.
One of his companions having stepped upou a large Bible for the
gprpoge cf obtaining a toy which was out of his reach, he 1cbuked

im severely for so doing, and left the pla?' in which they were
engaged. At his coronation, when the swords of the three kingdoms
were catried before him, ho observed that one was sull wanting,
and called for the Bible. « T%at,” said he, ¢ iz the swondt of the
Spirit, and ought in all night to govern us, who use them for the
geople’s safety, by God’s appointment. Without that swoerd we can

o nothing : from that, we are what we are this day. Under that,
we ouglt to live, to fight, to govern the people and to perform «H
our affairs, From that alone we obtain al{) power, virtue, grace,
sulvation, and whatever we have of divine strength.” Such in-
deed was Edward’s regard for religion, and for everything connected
with it, that it was usual to compare him to Josiah ; and he had also
acquired the characteristic appellation of ¢ Edward the Saint.” It
was his custom to take notes of the seimons which he heard 3 par-
tizularly of those which seemed to bear any nunmediate relation to
h's own daties and difficulties § and the atiention which he paid to
the precepts inculcated in the discourses of the emunent divines
who preached before him, fiequently produced a visible and perma-
nent elivet upon his conduct, as \vil? be seen presently.

XLII.
EDWARD VI. FOUNDS CHRISTs HOSPITAL.

Few eventsin the history of Christian benevolenee are <o nunutely
recorded as the foundation of this the noblest instintion 1 the world.
At the same time, Edward founded St. Thomna’s and Bridewel Hos-
pitals 5 the three lonudatiens fornnng part of a cmnprehensive sheme
of charity, resulting from a sermon preached betore the King by the
pious Bishop Ridley, at Westmuster, in 1552, The Bishop; dis-
coursing on the excellence of charity, ¢ made a frnitful and goodly
exhurtation to the rich to be mereful unto the pear, aud also to move
such as were in aulhoritr, to travail by some charitable ways and
means, to comfort and relieve them.” Edward’s heart was touched
by the earnestness of the appeal, and ¢ un‘lerstanding *hat a wreat
number of poor people did swarm in this realm, and chiefly in the
city of London, and ihat no good order was 1 ken of them,” he sent
the Bishop a message when the sermon wa- ended, desiring him
not to depart till he had spoken with him. As svon as he wasat
leisure, he took lum aswde into a private gallery, where le inade
him it down. aud be covered ; und giving him heanty thauks for
his sermon, entered into conversation on several points, which, ac-
cording to his usual practice, he had noted down for special cor-side-
ratton.” Of this iuterview, the venerable Rudley remarked : « ‘lruiy,
traly, I could never have thought that excellency to have been in his
grace, but that I beheld and heard it in him.”

Adverting, at length, to the Bishop®s exho tation i behalt of the
poor, Edward gregniv commended it, and it had evidently made a
powerful impression upon his mind. He 1hien acknowledged the
application of Ridley’s exhortation to hirself, and prayed the Bishop

10 say his mind as to what ways were best to be taken. Ridley
heritated for a moment to reply. At length, he observed that the
city of London, as well on account of the extreme poverty which
prevailed there on the one hand, and of the wise and charitable dis-
?osiuon of ita more wealthy inhabitants on the other, would afford a
avourable opening for the exercise of the roya:! bounty : andadviced
that letters should be forthwith directed tothe Lord Mayor, requirmg
him, with such assistauts as he might think meet, 10 consuit upen
the matter. Edward wrote the letter upon the mstant, and ctarged
Ridley to deliver it himself ; and his delight was manifested in the
zeal with which he undertook the commission, for the Kmng’s let-
ter and mesage were delivered on the same evening. On the ol-
fowing day Ridley dined with the Lord Mayor, who, with two Al-
dermen and six Commoners, took the King’s proposal into congide-
ration ; other councillors wers added, and at length the plan recom-
mended to his Majesty was to provide Christ’« Hospital tor the edu-
cation of poor children ; St. Thoma's, for the reliet of the sick aud
Bridewell, for the correction and amendment of the idle and the
vagabond.

For the second hospital, an almonry was fitted up; and for the
third hospital, Edward granted his royal paluce of Bridewell. He
then bestowed certain Jamle for the support of these foundations :
and having sighed the instrument, ejaculated in the heasing of hus
Council—¢ Lord, I yield thee most hearty thanks, that theu hast
given Jne life this long, to finish thus work to the glory of thy
name.’

A large picture, (atiributed 1o Holbein,) which bangs in the Great
1all of Christ's Hospital, portruya this interesting scene. The young
nionarch sits on an elevated throne, in ascarlet and ermined robe, holding
the scel:lm in his left hand, and presenting with the other the Charter
to the kneeling Lord Mayor, By his eide stands the Chancellor holding
tho seals, and next to bim are other officers of State. Bishiop Ridley kneel+
before him with uplifted bands, as it supplicating a blessing on the
event ; whilst the Aldermen &c. with the-Lord Mayor, kneel on, loth si-
des, occu?}'ing the middle ground of the picture; and lastly, in front,
are o donble row of boys on one slde, and girls on the other, from.the
master and matron down to the boy and girl who have stepped forw.ard
from their respective rows, and kneel with raised bands before the King.

Edward lived abont a month atter signing the Charterof Incorpor-
ation of the Royal Hospitals: in the spring of 1552 he had beeu
seized with the small-pox, when he had scarcely recovered from
the measles ; a consumptive congh came on; his inedical advisers
were dismissed, and his cure entrusted to the ignorant emlpirxcmms
of an old nurse ; this disorder was greatly agaravated, and he died
in the arms of Sir Henry Sudney, on the 6th July, 1553, in the six-
teenth year of his age, praying God to receive his spirit, ‘

The Hospital, with the church of the monastery, was destroyed by
the Great Fire, but was soon rebuilt. Later was added the Mathe-
matical School, founded Ly Charles 11,, 1 1672, for 40 boys, 1o be
instructed in navigation ; they are called ¢ King’s Boys,”” amd wear
a badgoe on the right shoulder 5 and there was subsequently added,
by the legacy of & Governor, a subordinate Mathematical School of
12 boys (¢ The Twelves™), who wear a badge on the leftshoulders
and lastly, to these have been added ¢ The Twos.”

This was the fir ¢ considerable extension of the system of eduea-
tion at the Hospital, which originally consisted of a grammar-schaul
for boys, and a separate school for girls, the latter bemg tavght to
read, sew, and mark. A book is preserved containirg the records
of the Huspital from its foundation, and the anthem sung by the first
children. .
The dress of the Blue-Cout Poys is the costume of the eitizens
of London at the time of the fountation of the Hospital, when blue
coats were the common habit of the apprentices and servingmen,
and yellow stockings were generally worn. This dre=s is the nearest
approzch to the monkish costume now worn; the dark-blue coat.
with a closely-fittling body and Ioose sleeves, being the ancsent
tunic, and the under coat, or *¢ yel'ow,” the sleeveless under-tume
of the monastery. The re.t leathern girdle corresponds to the hein-
en cord of the Trinr.  Yellow worsted stockings, a flat black wool-
en cap, (scurcely larger thau @ saucery and a clerical neckband.
complete the dress.

The education of the buys cousists of reading, writing, and arith.
metic, French, the classics, aud the niathematics. There are sixteen Ex-
hibitions for scholars at the Universities of Oxford and Cambridge, &c.
There are also separate trosts beld by the Gorernors of the Hosgital,
which are di:tributed to peor widows, to the blind, and in apprenticing
boys, &c. The annual income of the Hospital is about 50,0004, ; its ordic-
ary disbursements 48,0001, .

Among the eminent Blues are Leigh Hunt; Thomas Barues,
many years editor of the 'imes newspaper ; Thomas Mitchell, the
transtator of Aristophanes ; S. T. Colenage, the poet, and Charles
Lamb, his coutemporary ; Middleton, Bishop of Calentta ; Jeremiah
Mark!and, the best scholar and criic of the last century 5 Sawmues
Richardson, the uovelist ; Joshua Barues, the scholiast ; Bishop
Stillingfleet ; Camden, ¢ the nourmice of antiquitie 3 and Campion.
the leamed Jesuit of the age of Elizabeth. Coleridye, Charle
Lamb, und Leigh Hunt have published many interesting 1emine-
cences of thetr contemporavies in the school.

The subordinnte establishment is at Hertford, to which the youuger
boys are sent prepamtory to their entering on the thnndation in London
At Hertford there is likewise accoxmmodation for 80 girls

Besides the Lord Mayor, Court of Aldermen, and twelve members o
the Common Council, who are Governors ex afficio, there arc between 4%
and 500 other Governors, at the hiead of whow are the Queen and Puince
Albert, with the Prince of Wales an!d Prince Alired. The Duke of Cawr
bridge is President. The quatification for Governor is n donation of 500l
an Aldennan may nominate a Governor for elrction at half-price. Ther
are from 14..0 to 1500 children on the foundation, Including those at the
branch establishment at Herttord. Abont 200 boys arcaigmitied aunually,

or Christ’s Haspial was granted the monastery ot the Grey Friais.

(at the age of from Seven t ten years) by presentations of the Gover
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