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thoughits uipon the Providence, that
so graciousiy superintends Ilthe littie
events of our littie pilgriînages ?"
Have the divine dealings towards us
hiad 110 special din? Have iliey
not been directed to the correction,
if not of palpable blvinishes, at ieast
of' latent evils ? And have %we bore
beexi feltov-wvorkers with, God, or
have we been iiitoward and per-
verse ? Can the Christian reviev
even a short vear, ami flot feel hovw'
the facts of lifeý confirmn the gospel
theory of hife as a scene of trial, not
only for faith. ami patience, but for
every grace ? The circunistances
by wbich we are surrouinded, in1 al
their varions, never-ending, and fre-
quentiy painful combinations, are not
x'ortuitous. In concurrence wvîth. the
Spirit and the word, tbey are intended
to teachi us lessons of wisdom. And
of liov littie consequence is it in
what field, or under what sky, or at
the cost of wvhat eartbly privations,
these precious lessons are glean-
ed ! To some the departed year
niay have been one of prosperity.
Let flot such forget "lthe davs of
darkness." To othiers, it mav have
been a year of "llabour and so'rroNv."
But %vill not such, if acquainted ii
the consolations of ttie gospel, be pre-
pared to sing of that mercy Nvhose
predominance thzey will readiIy con-
fess. Il To tîme upriglit tliere ariseth
liglit in darkness." Will flot they
be aaiongst the first to Il mention
the loving kinidness of the Lord,
and the praises of the Lord, ac-
cording to ail that; the Lord bath
bestowed" upon themn? Such ray
perhaps be entering the new year
under the cloud wvhicli has over-
shadowed the past. Be this as it
nay, the eye that bas hitherto
been upon them for good will not
nowv slumhýAr. The resources of that
wisdom and powver and goodness,
wbich have hitherto pro eed equal to
their flecessities, are uriexhausted and
inexhaustible. To neglect the affa irs

of the humblest of bis children, wouild
be as inconsistent ivith the absolute
perfection of God's hioly Providence,
as to neglect the affairs of 1e unii-
verse.

Lt niay be that during the past;
vear, sonme reader lias beeni called iii-
to the felIo10vsh)ip of the gospel. ht
so, and if throngh richi grace that
rea(ler prove Il f.titlîftil unto, deatlî,"
wvhat a memorable year bas it benil
to bim ; a year that mnust app)ear
more and more memorable tbrouigh
ail succeeding years, and tbirotughI al
succeeding ages, sixîce our viev of
the magnitude of spiritual interests
mnay naturally be ex1)Ccted to enl:u'ge
as tirne rolis on, and as, wlien tiiai
is no0 more, the import of that ins-
tenions word Eternity becomes better
and better uinderstood. Thiat tile
heart should have yielded so bite and
so reluctantly to claims s0 eqîîîtable
and so solemuly enforced, is a con-
sideration ivhich rnay be expectod to
awaken shaine and self-abhorreiice;
the more so Nvhen it is considered,
that but for ahanighty goodness, it
liad continued "la flagrant rehel
still." Are there no0 suitable soh'mn-
nities witn wvhicli to commence tht
flrst year of spiritual libertv, Ilno
living sacrifice," no Il reasonable
service" ?

But, perhaps, the reader lias been
for many years enrolled aniongst the
followvers of Jesus Christ. Mav it
not; be useful to inquire whit lias
been the spiritual character of the
past year, as comipared with fornier
ones ? We have indeed no0 con-
trivances, parallel to those of science,
by whici wve miglit ascertain on tht
one hand the highest point iv'hich
Ifaitb, hiope, and charity" have been

favoured to reacli; or, on the other
the lowest (and, nias! how lov inay
wve not fear that wvith, the most of us
it wvould prove) to wvhich we have
suffered them to descend. And in
these calculations, on both sides, art
wve hiable to self-deception. But
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