
Leller to the Editor.

tice very plac wlhere the eilîdren of
Israel passed over Jordan %vben lc(1
by Josliua. At first, according to the
naine, it miglit only ha a bouse at
thc ford or ferry, but in time it ap-
pears to have grown to a village.

Matthew H-enry says, IlBethabara
signifies the hiouse of passage; some
think it was tlie very place where
Jsrael passed over Jordan into the
]and of promise, under Joshuta." So
say Dr. Gi, Dr. A. Clarke, Bloom-
field, Crudea, and Barnes.

1 have beard of a bapti-sin th:at
fully explains the matter. 1 was told
hy soîne that Mr. 0- %vas bap-
tized at Montreal, anîd by othetrs, thiat
lie %vas baptized in the River St.
Lawrence. 1 belici e both aceounts
are truc. As for the word beyond1
Jcrdan, any village on the eastern
banks would be s0 to a person resid-
ing in Jerusaleni, or any wliere to
the west. How little are mien avvare
of the power of systelu %vlienftic
Scriptures arc so plain and expres-
sive on this point-", And were al
baptized of him in tlue river of' Jor-
(tan, confessing thieir sins." Mark i. 5.

l'le same preacher urges with
eqîîal confidence, against the idea of
immersion, the use of the word bap-
tismi in flue original, althoughi not in
the translation, of fliat mernorablei
passage, Mark vii. 4. But for my,
part 1 take this passage to be a strong
proof for the other side of the ques-
tion, as the following extract wvill
shewv:-" 0f the practices of the
Pharisees in these particulars we are
has;t informed by their owa Nvriters
'If the Pharisees toucbed but the
garinents of the coxnmon people, tbey
were defiled and needed immersion.'
MAINMONID. Now in the markets
eontact was unavoidable; and care
was inecessary to avoid it in the
street3; aeeordingiy they walked on
the sides of the way that they miglit
contract no defilement. This ac-
Couats for the obvious. progress of
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thouglit ini these vicwvs, viz., tlîey al-
ways wvas1î their hands (iimmiersing
them as Nve (do) before they eat ;
but comning from market, where con-
tact wvith one another is inevitable,
thley bat/e or immerse the wholc body.
So of the other things rnentioned,
even to tables and couches and beds,
immersion was iniperiously required."
Thus runs their canon :-, A bcd
that is wholly defiled, if lie dips it
part by part, it is pure again. A
l)olster or pillow ofskin must be lifted
ont of the water by the fringe, lest
being hiolden by the band the wvater
shonld. not gain access to every spot.
In like manner a table wvas cleansed
iii a pond; but if there wvas a spot
%vlien after defilement it was immersed
untouchied by the wvater, as by means
of pitch sticking to, it, it ivas stili un-
elean.' T[le same Jewisli writer
fromn whom ail theses case are se-
lected, viz., Maimonides, says further

-" Whieresoever in the law washing
of the fies1h or of clothes, is mention-
cd, it m-eans nothing else than the
dipping of the wholc body iii water;
f .or, says lie, if any man washi him-
self ail over except the tip of bis
littie finger, lie is stili in bis urclean-
ness." This iiernorable Rabbi must
have known the traditions and cus-
toms of bis own nation, better, far
better, than any of us.

The use of the word in Heb. ix.
10, is oftea advanced for the same
purpose ; but there, there must be a
reference to the various immersions
enjoined upon priest and people un-
der the law. IRead Lev. xv. xvi,
11-24. xvii. 15. Nnm. xix. How-
ever, it is quite possible that ot-her
modes may be ineluded, and for the,
sakZe Of brevity only one word used;
aithougli, in point of language, as it
regards part of the service flot used
in its natural signification, nor within,
its commone latitude. We know ex-
amples of this cari be found in the
use of many plain and distinct words-
by the most learned and best of our-


