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proportion of lime iwhicb is requisite for the secular busines of Iifo, and
titat %vhich is necessary for the Sabbnth ; hie, wbose wvisdomn appears con-
spîcuous in every part of his works9, and hie only is able to rùa!ke an ne-
rangement suitab]e te the circumstannces of mean and worthy of his ùw~n
perfections. That his )vill on this subject muet be the Iaw of the Snbbnth.
%vill further appear from the consideration that He is the supreme object of
the services performed. His narne is adored, bis perfections and Iiis 'vorku
are celébrated;: ai'd therefore the right of tippointing the time of the Sab-
bath rhust be Élis. I-ence the Sabbnîh it flot n human invention. but a
Divine institution ; and mankind mny flot eéther nmend or alter it, to suit
their teste or convenience. God's appointment«alonc can fix the lime, tho
particuiar day, and the frequency of its recurrence.

Ilow then shall we aseertain his appointrnent on this subjeci 1 Is thero
any express and formai institution of the Sabbath ? Thero is none. To
Iearn thei Divine appointaient, %ve must peruse hie history of the institution
itself.

The first intimation of the Sabbath is in Genesis ii. 2, 3, wvhere -w' are
informed, that God restéd on t11e seventh day from nil his worlis, and that
* le blessed and snnctified that day. Somo suppose, that tue sncred histe-
ivian ndds thi-3 notice of the Sabbath to Uic account given of the Crention,
rncreIy fromn its connection with the works cf Crention ; and by way of
antieipating a law thut was le obegiven 2500 yeais afterwurds. This viexç,
Piever, is more specious than solid. No nuie readingy the narrativé cf
Moses %vould suppose that ho bcd menlioned the Sabbatli by ivay of anti-
cipation. The idea which the passage nnîurally suggests is, that the em-.
picyment cf the seventh day is reluted aliter the account given cf Uhc wcrhis
cf the other days ; each day -,vai distinguislied by i'ts particular display cf
Divine power, and the seventh day is distinguislied frein them as n day cf
.test. cf blessing and of consecration ; it is cnfled the seventh day, because
ls empicyment wns the celebrntion cf the finishced wcrk cf Creatien:
and it is called Sabbatlî, because it was n day cf cessation from ivork :it
is a day set apart for rest and praise., The sncred historian does net relate
the precise forai in whichi the consecration wnis nmade ; but bis language

-:vidently irnplies that the Sabbatlî %vas thon instituted :hnd hoe related the
inanner or form in 'vhich the considernîion cf the day teckz place, there
could have been nô àispûte about tUec origin cf the Sabbatlh:- lie sintply
tells us that the day wns eonsecrated as a day cf rest nnd blessing ; this
ibien nmust boc e gin cf the Sabbath : te *put any other sense upon the
passage, will :equire ]aboured and ingenieus thouglits, wvhich, nbne wvil
bestcw, unIess there is a favourite hypothesis te main tain.

The Sabbath, instituted immnediZLtely after the Creation, continiièd te be
observed as such. An indiention cf this appears in Gen. iv. 3, 4. 4'And il
came tc pass in process of linie :' literally at flhc end of days, that is, et
the termination cf a period cf time ; at the end cf the wveel, when mon
met te worsbip and te present their offerings ; that Cain brought an offer-
ing, &c. In Gen. viii. 6, 10, 12, there seenis te ho an allusion te the
division cf lime inte weelis, " Noah quaitcd yct ssven days ;" if s6, it im-
plies that the Sabbath was k-nown and observed ns the lest duy of the week
during the whcle time befoe the flood. '1'hat the Sabbatfl ewas observed
frern tbis time onward until tbe lime cf Abrahrim is evideni fromn the cen.-
tinual practice of Job 1%bose religicus opinions, preperty and manners seem
te place him as conteinporary with Abraliain; Job hùd seven sànù #ho
visited eacb others bouses and focastedl alternately:. Scripture says that
when the days cf tbeir feasting were gene about, that; is, when the cycle
cf their feasts was completed ; lie ealled tbemn togethier and sanctified themn;
tus hoe did continually ; eveiy seveaffi day or Saibbatt there vvnn a famity
sacrifice cffered up. Thus it eppears that from lthe C'rcnticn te tbe flood,~
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