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cease and they shall beçorne one rod in the hand of the
Lord. (Ezek. xxxvii. 16, 17).

But further, Hosea sees froin his conception of God's
love to Israel that the punishmrent inflicted upon lier wvas flot
in vengeance but as chastisement, as an educative discipline
punishing for restoration. It was the chastisemient of 'a
tender, lovingy father xvho feit the wvound more than the chuld.
It was punishment inflictedl by the recovering love of God
for the purpose of bringingr back the w-anderer to itself and to
purity. We are told, "lan oast wind shaHl corne, the wind of
the Lord shall corne up frorn the wilderness, and lis spring
shahI become dry, and his fountain shail be dried up; he
shall spoil the treasures of ail pleasant vessels. Samaria
shaHl become desolate ; for she hath rebelled a.gainst her
God ; they shall fali by the sword, their infants shall be
dfashed to pieces, and their wornen with child shahtl be rippe&
up." (xiii. 15, 16). "The Assyrian conqueror wvas this
'blustering east wind that ravagied the country, rifled the
treasuries of the capital and put the inhabitants to the
sword," but it wvas the wind of Jehovali seeking to purge
Israel frorn lier chaif and allure her into the -%ilderness that
He might speak comfortably to lier. Jnst as the prodigal in
his poverty and distress wias brought to his senses and began
to think of the happy home he had left, and as Gomer by the
brutal treatment of lier param-our was led to refleet on lier
ways and remember the love of the prophet and becarne.
willing to return homne, so God by siniting Israel with this
Assyrian rod wvill hiave lier know it wvas Hie who grave lier corn
and wine and oul and multiplied her silver and rold ;and so
she may be led to say "II1 will go and return to my flrst hus-
band, for then it wvas better with me thani now."

How grand is this conception of the Divine correction
and how like the teaching of another -%vriter -%vho said, "My
son, despise not thon the chastening of the Lord nor faint
when thou art rebuked of J{im, for whom the Lord lo-veth
fIe chasteneth, and scourgeth every son whom he receiveth."
(Heb. xii. 5).

Lastly, wve notice Hosea teaches that God's love to Israel
is sucli as to assure her final redemption. This hâve is moral
a.nd se great and constant that Israel must eventuall1y re-
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