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The United States have the advantage of tha command of
greater capital, greater intellizence and enterprise.  We have
the advantage of a better and more extonded inlar-d navigation,
and, with proper management, our duties, including public
charaes, ought to be incongiderable, compared with theirs,  All
unnecessary and uupmducllvo expcndlluros are burthens upon
the trade, and dimimizh our power of competition, in fact tend to
destroy the tradoe and the public revenue.

The conterzplated continnation of the costly atlempts to im-
prove the navigation of Lake St Peter, has been viewed very
dichroutl)l' as regards its probablo effect on tho trade of the coun-
try.  Little local interests, loeal jealousies, and individual inte-
rests, will havo some effect on men’s opinions.  If the result of
the contemplated work should be such as to cavsa a real improve-
ment in the navigation of the Lake, beyond what now enists, for
vessels from Upper Canada and from Europe, the burthen on the
trade occasioned by this outlay of money, mizht be compensated.
The wlea, however, of takine sea-going vessels up to Montreal to
load, seems not likely to effect cheapness in the transport of pro-
duce and merchandise to the consumers. The expenses of tran-
shipment at Montreal must, at least, be as gieat as at Quebec,
and there must be added the expenses of towage and the loss of
time, and wharfage, and perhaps stornge, which would hardly te
felt by steamboats and propellers resorting to Quebec with car-
goes.  When the Lachine Canal will be opened, there will be ne -
thing to prevent the large steamboats, &e., which now come to
Lachine, from coming down to Quebec and returning, unloading
and taking in retum cargoes alongside of the sea-going vessels
whicli fill this immense and secure harbour, with the advantages
afforded by the tides.

A general effort ought to bo made by all the inhabitants on the
wators of the St Lawrence in favour of the sceurily und cheapress
of the trade Ly its waters, and they may be assured that every
part of the country will reap a full share of its advantages, giving
a new incentive to productive industry, and intelligunt activity in
trade and business generally.

To the Editor of the Quelec Gazelle.

Sin,—It wauld appear £0m a correspondence between the Montresl
Baard of Trade and the Board of Public Warks, which has been lately
publistied, that the despening of Lake St. Peter Is about being resumed
with vigour, “and that every possible exertion will be made to obtain a
channel of 150 feet in breadth nnd 14 feet of water, in as short a time as
circumstances will permit.”  The amount nalready epent in this attempt
excecds £70,000, and it will, in all probability, require at least as much
more to complete the undertaking, or, rather, the experiment; for the
opinfons of sclentific and practical men ara much divided as to whether
such a channel, when completed, will at al} answer the purpose for which
{t was tutended,  Indeed, I believe, the great majority of such men who
have examined the site of the proposed chanunel, arc decidedly of opinion
that it will not. This, however, is not the pnint to which, throush the
medium of your journal, I desire to call the attention of the public. I
am willing, fur the sake of argument, to admit that, after an expenditure
of a certain suin—say from £100,000 to £150,000—na channel will be
opened which will realise all its projectors ever expected from it, viz. :
that vessels, deaning from 13 to 14 fret of water, will be capable of being
toswed to and from Montreal, at all times during the open navigation.
But, what then? Will the Province at large, at the expense of which
this object will have been accomplished, be, in the vemotest degree, bene-
fitted thereby 2 1 think it iz as plain as any thing can be, that it will not,
There is a greater depth of water in the natural channel of Lake St. Peter,
when at the lowest, than in many parts of Lakes St Loulsand St Fran.
cis, or in any of the Canals in Lower ar Upper Canada, when at the
highest; consequently, any vessel that can possibly reach Montrea) from
the uterfor, when all the improvements in progress ars completed, can
vow pass through Lake St. Peter to the Ocean, or tranship her cargo at
Quetec into any size of vessel, from the smallest tn the largest afloat.
The decpening of Lake St, Peter can, thercfore, when effected, operate no
other change in the trade of the country, than transfersing a part of it
from Qucbec to Montreal; and what Interest the Proviuce, generally,
bave in doing w0, or why the pullic money should be spent for such a
purpose, I am entively at a loss to know, The deepening of the Lake,
even to 100 fect, were that possble, would not enable any thing to be done
in Montreal, swhich canuot now be, at least, equally well donie in Quebec.
It is, in truth, purely a local improvement, just as much so ns their
splendid wharves are, and i€ the gaod people of Montreal desive to have it
as such, let them by all means, but Jet it be at theic own expeuse; and,
especially, let them not ask us poor Quckecers to assist in sending business
past our own doors, or, as the saying is—* cutting our own throats.”

The city of Glasgow has spent many huadreds of thousands of pounds in
despening tha river Clyde; but, £ am not awaro that she ever got or
esked a peony from the public purse for that purpose. In a document,
which emanated from the Montreal Committee of Trade some time last
summer—(a petition to the Governor, I think)—the decpening of Lako
St. Peter is carnestly urged &s a measure of vital importance to the com-
roercial prosperity of the entire Province; but, the Economist, the organ
of the Free Trade party in Montreal, uf whom the majority of the Com.
inittee was then composed, has, in its last nuinber, inadvertently let out
the real state of the case. It says, ¢“an the success of deepening the chan-
oel in Lake St. Peter, and in other places, between this City and Quebec,
depends the progress of Montreal. If all restrictions are ramoved from
our commerce with the west, the trade which will flaw through the St.
Laswrence will exceed the expeetations of the most sangulne,  We, how-
ever, have no hesitation in statiug our belicf, that the bulk of trade vvill
toevitably pass Montres’ and centre in Quebee, unleas a chanuel can be
tnade from the latter Civy, by which vessels of 8 large burden can come

up to this City without lighterage, ta mect the vessels which after the com-
pletion of our Canals, whil come from the west. Without a proper chane
nel, such veseels will proceed at once to Quebee, for the reason that it whl
be wnore profitable to do so than to have any trunshipment between Mon.
treal and Quebee.”

It would thus appear, according to the doctrine of the Montreal Com.
mittes of Trade, and its mouth-piece the Heonomist, that the teade of the
country will be ruined, and its rising prosperity crushed in the bud, unless
it spends some £150,000 in ce:abling Montreal to do for It what Quebes
can already do much better.

How the Economist can reconcile such a ductrine, with her favourita
maxim, that * ¢t is unjust to burden the many for the benefit of the few,”
1 should like to know. I am ateatd that Free Traders ave, after all, like
other erring mortals, apt to luse sight of principle when Interest comes In
the way.

I bave heard that this subject is now engaging the attention of our
Board of Trade; but, as that resprcted bady gets the character of being
sumewhat slaw in its moations, L would recommend the citizens to take
the matter futo thelr own hauds, and immediately to petition His Excel-
lency the Governor General to defer the resumption of operations on Lake
St. Peter till after the meeting of the Legislature on the 2ud June next.
Such a priition will appear the more reasonable, when it is recollected thas
towards the close of last Session, a Committee composed of Mcmbers of
the ouse of Asseinbly, nssisted by several merchants and other practial
men, reported unfavourably on the plan adopted and iuteaded to be per-
sisted in fur deepening the Laoke.

In conclusion, I have only further to say, thut should the cltizens of
Moutreal consiider that the deepening of Lake St. Peter would e benefi-
cinl to thele city, cvery facility should he afforded them for effecting ¢, —
at theic own expense, however; and I can see no objection to allowing
them to indemunify themselves by exacting adequate tonuage dues on
vessels using the improved navigation,

1 am, Sir, your obedient servant,

Quebeg, 27th April, 1847, Fair Pray Axp xo Favous,

GENERAL AND LOCAL NEWS.

The navigation of the St. Lawrence may now be considered fairly
open. The first boats left Montreal for Quebeo on Thursday night, and
in the course of a day or two will resune their usual summer trips.—
At Quebee on Monday last new ice was formed of nearly half an inch in
thickness, and the snow i the country was neatly three feet in depth.
——There 182 great scarcity of hay in many of the country parts, in
cansequence of the lateness of the Spring.——A poor Canadian huckster
has been fined £3 and costs before the Mayor's Court for the city of
Montreal for the crime of ¢ forestating”  ‘The conviction took place
under an old Ordinance of 17 Geo. IIL. Cap. 4, which provides, amonyst
other absurdities, that *“ no butcher, huckster, or other person buying to
sell again shall, on any pretence, purchase or contract for any kind of pro-
vision or provender bought to market before the hour of ten in the fore-
noon from the 1st of May to the 30th of September, nor before the hour
twelve at noon from the first day of Qctober 1o the 30th of April, unler a
penalty of £3 for every suchoffence,”” ‘L he conviction has been stroagly
censured by the local press, and a repeat of the law demanded.——
It i3 anounced that Mr. ‘I'acheteau has resigned Ins office as Sol citsr-
General, and accepted a Circuit Judgeship.——Tt is also stated that tle
Hon. Mr, DeBlaquire is 1o be Speaker of the Lemslative Couneil, and
President of the Exccative Council.—~—V{r, A. J. Ferguson has addrcssed
lhe electors of Waterloo as a Free-Trader.~—S.ace our last, two days
later news has been received by the Sarak Sands, which left Liverpcol
on the Gth ult. Nothing of much :mportance had transp red 8 nee the de
parture of the regular mail, and prices of produce remained undistu.b d.
The regular mail of the 19th uls. is now dae and honrly looked for.

THE MARKETS.

NEW YORK. May 3rd, 1847.

Asnizs.—Market very quiet. Pots 85 50, Pearls 95.

}':guu.—\v’cucm C;yn'all $7 75 10 §7873. Sume contracts have been mado for May
and June delivery at improved rates,—6 50 to $6 75 for My. and $6 23 for June,

Gratt.—Nothing dniog, and very iittle in market. Wo have to notics a sale of
19,090 bushels Genesee, to arrivo in May, at $1 50 to 81 55, Nuoithern Rye 92 to 95e.
Coen vaties from 95 to 98¢, according to quality. 20 bags black eyed Pens at 82374

r baz of 2 Lushels, Exposts from jst to 23l April : Corn 1,052,042 bushels | Whert,

400 do. ; Rye, 44934 do.; Oats, 89,183, A

Provisioxs are quict. and 00 sales worthy of report.  Old Mes and Primo, 814 7%
and $13; New Moss, $16 20, Beef is inactivo: Frime, $9 255 Mess, 12 Lard, 100
103c.. in bri. and kegs.

"PALLGW i3 scatce, and in demand at 9 cents, cash, .

Freiouts ate unerttled.  Some cight o tan veseels aro abnut to leave fir Quohee to
Toad sesth timber,  Floue to Lucrpoo‘ at Js.to 2. 3¢, s0d Gra 0 104, per bushe .

Excuaxgt on Locdon, 6 to 63 per cent premivim,
MONTREAL. Friday Ev'g, May 7.

Asnies.—Not much demand. Somesales of Pots nt27x, 3d., and Pearlsat €75, 10 27s. k}}

TrouRr is quito inacteo. Holders nro not willing to zal), and prefer waiting the ar-
rival of next news.  Several transactions, hawever, have been made during tho weok at
525, to 3%s. 6. for delivery now and i all the month, and 31s Gd far Juno delivery. A
sato of 370 Lils., snade from Ilack Seo Wheat, was modo to-day ot 31s ,preset delivery,,
quality too dark for spection. i )

Griw.—No transactions in any quality to notice. )

I'rovistons —Stock quito lizht,  Mcss solls fur 818 75 to §1¢  Montreal inspection .
New Yotk 1850, Pruncand Primo Mess held 813to §15 5¢.  Nothing doing i Beef.
Primo and Prime Mess $10 to $12, . .

Excuayar.—Puvato Bills, 6} to 7, and Bank, 81, per cent premium on London,
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is deing the lcst number tha? will be publisied of the ** EcoxoMisT.” e
wo% rz'ku.::z‘:hfsc parties who Aare not yct paxdpuur subscriptions, to do 30 forth-
seith, o the noarest Ageat, oran town, ot the Ofice of the Free- Trade Association, Nu.
8, F.ittle St. James Strect,

{y~ The Office of the Fyee-'Trade Association is remored from 3, St. Sacrament
Street, to No. 8, Little St. James Street. . "
jee wishine to complete their fyles of tha  FcOXOXIST ™ newspaper, con
ob% '{:::t“:f l‘:f’za:'ﬁ numbcf:. by mal.;";'vvg tcrjl. application at the Ofice of the Fyce
Trade Jssociotion. Copies of the Indes to the first volume can alsode 0543 ned,




