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The question is constantiy askzet of onue returning- f ren Syria to the
United States: What is the nunîber of Jews iii Syria and Palestine? Is
it truc that they are flocking backc by thousands and tens of tiîousands te
the(, land of their fathers, and that soon they ivili take possession of Canaan,
rostore their kingdom, and rebuitd their temple ?

Let us look at the facts in the case, and try te consider them impar-
tiaily.

The oniy way to obtain accurate statisties la Palestine -%vitil regard te
ally partictilar sect is tl-,roughi the religions hecads of the seets. The Otto-
nuan Government lias made rop>cated attenmpts te obtain au accurate census,
but finds it dillicuit exceptillg il, the caSe of the Mohammedans, îvho.e
maie offoepring tire carefully registercd at their birth on the inilitary con-
scription lists. 'The etbher seets notoriously ev'ade the census-takers, and
gie false reports in order te, escape taxation. Very stringest regulations
have noiw been adopteu by the Ottomnan officiais, and by another decade
thiey will probably have ii fairly correct census.

Owinug te the contlicting and e-xaggrceratedl reports prevailingy in Europe
and Anerica with regard te the Jews iii Palestine, lier British Majest.y's
Consuil in Jeruisaemn, 'Mr. J. Dickson, a most coiiscicntious aud wortlîy
unanj il, every respect, auJ 11ev. Selih Merrili, D.D., United States Consul
iu Jernsaiem, nmade careful and iudependent iuivestgratieîii lu ie y ar 1891
.îs te the nninbers and location of the Jewvs. Dr. Merrill is tee weil knewn
te nccd auy word of introduction or praise.

After several ii.onths of searchiug cvery possible sonrce of information,
they arrivcd at substantiaiiy the saine resuit, viz.

Jewvs iu Jerusaiem ........................ 2,000 te '7,000
ciJaffa............ ..................... ")200

iRamielu...................lo
te lbbrou ............................... 1,200

et Nablus .................................. 99
ciTiberias ............................... 2,90 0

cc Safcd.................................60,126
ci Acre.................................. 200

I.ii fa .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. ... 1,640
ail1 thle colonies, less than............... 3,000

Total .................. ............ 45,031

Thiese statisties cover Palestine proper. Thcrc are Jews in Damnascus,

Beirùt, and Aleppo (in Syria proper), mnnbering some -93,000 la ai. The

Jcws of Aleppo aiid Darnascus have lived there froun time immeinoriai,

1895.1


