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present case, play into Chinose liands. Russia has long coveted Corean
harbors, and Britaiin would naturally frustrate any movomont Wvhich would
advanco llussia's naNal prestige in the Orient. The port of XVonsani
open aIl winter, and is cspecially desirable from its geographical as wla
maritime position. It is too carly to, forecast tho future., and wliile theso
paragraplis are getting iinto, print the conditions znay essentially change.

Mcanwhile, lot us remeinher that not until tcn years ago did the first
Protestant mnissionary sek this loe Land. The first tidings of Christialnity
reaclied the herinit nation in 1777 throughi a batch of books sent from
Peking to a number of Corean Jiterati whbo were studying under a Con-
fucianist. Ainong these books wcre some treatises on philosophy, mathle-
miaties and religion by Jesuits in Peking. Tiiese, books awakened interest
and led Peiki, one of theso literati, te, journey te, Pcking with a message to
thoc bîshop ; lio ws baptized aud returued te Cerea, where ethcrs were ]ed
te adopt, tho new faith. Porsecution roîaxed, and a eurioua history followed,
which Bishop Scott, of North China, outlines as .follows:

"A hierarchy ivas formcd aftcr t'he rodel which the original oue cf
their number had seon in Poking. Francis Xavier.-the name takon by
one of the couvcrts-wias made bishop, ad ethers wero chosen as priest&s
Separating to their varions posts, thoy baptized, confessed, confirmed, and
distribtîted sacrcd elements in communion, robing thomsolves in Chinese
silk, aud erecting platformn confessionals. After two years doubts arese
in thoir mninds as to the proprioty and validity of those, proceedings, and at
the risk of weuinding weak consciences, they resignod each bis ministry,
and again sent te Peking for instructions. The envey was baptized and
coufirmed, and lio returned te Corea with a chalice, missal, ernaments, and
everything nocossary for the celobration of the eucharist in case a priest
sheuld ho able te, visit themn.

P isinay and trouble wcre caused by tho Epi.scepal decision against
the worship cf ancestors. Tho faithful Christians who, dia net failf way
,vere more severely porsecuted than ovor, and in Decomber, 1791, the two
first martyrs laid down their ]ives fer the faith. In ton yoars' time, fromn
the baptisni cf the first Cerean in Poking, it is estimatod that thoere were
4000 Roinan, Catliolic converts in tho ceuntry.

" ;ho lirst priost who eutered the country was a Chinese, lvho, after
four ycars' werk, paid fer lis fidelity and courage with bis life.

"lIn 1835 tho first Praucli priest entored the country, and lie was
shertly follcwed by a second, and at au interval cf a year by a Frenchi
bishop. Ail wercocf course disguised, aud reniained iu hiding ; but the t
work wont on tapidly, and in 1838 there were 0000 Christians.

4'Again porsecutien broke out, ana theso thrco mon were put te trial,
tortured, and beheadcd with circumstances cf great cruolty. It w'as six
years before anetiier foreign priest cressed the border iute Coros, and
thon, after a poriod cf succcss, tho same resuit cnsued : more edies, moreV
cruel persocutions, moe martyrdoms, alike of Freuclimen and Cereans.

" Every approach cf a Buropean or Anierican ship rousod tho rulers te a
a state cf panic, and oudangercd afresh the lives of the iutrepid workcrs,
who, hlowever, held to thoir posta tili, in 1882, the first political treaty
was muade with Corea by tho United States. Othors quickly followed, and
we May hope that the period cf danger for Christian umissionaries is past,ti
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