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rative that first set Carey's soul on fire withli oly zeal, and his original
purpose wvas to proclaimi Christ to the lîcathen in Tahjiti. And, moreover,
the London Missioniary Society, at whose organization sucli a rernarkable
wvave of religious zeal arose, and sprcad ail over Britain, w'as formed ex-
prcssly to carry tlie cross to the South Sens, and in Tahiti its carllcst rep-
resentatives first touched ]and and opened their wvork.

A final stcp rcrnained in preparingr the ivay for successful atternpts to
turn the heatiien froin tlîcir idols to worship tic living God. A mighty
and widesprcad outpouring of the Spirit of the Most Higli hadl long been
tue cliicf desideraturn. From. varions causes iii conjunction during the
latLer part of the seventeenthi and cxtending far into the eighiteentlî, a sad
and dark elipse of faitlî had befallen the reforrned churclies throughout
botlî Europe and Arn .rica, a serious deeline of vital picty, a lapse- into
frigid fornîalisrn and rank rationalisrn. The only zeal left -%as for an orthj)-
do\y ivhich was stone dead. After the Re.-,toration in England liad ensued
a woful reaction, a descent into infidclity and irnrnorality. '« Never lias
there, ùeen a century in England so void of faithi as that which began witlî
Qucen -Anne and endcd -%itlî George IL, wlien the Ptirit-ans wcere buried
and thxe Methiodists xwcre not borin." In 173-2, iviien the Moravian Churcix
carne into being, clieering evidence began te appear tliat the Lord's grace
anîd tnercy wvere not dlean gone forever frorn lus apostate people. And a
littie latcr begyan to descend tîxose refrcshing showcrs of divine blessig
through the fervid and tirelcss labors of the Wesleys, Wliitefield, and ou
own Edwards, whcereby were supplied to hundrcds and thousands a spirit
truly apostolic, a zeal fiery and vehiernent, a faith hardy and venturesome,
like tlîat ivhicli inspired the churcl in the pentecostal age. Without this
alrnost unparalleled anointing front on ]uigh modern missions could neyer
have begun to be, but now it wvas possible for thè kingdoins of this world
te become the kingdoins of our Lord and of buis Christ.

Closely akin te, wliat lias just been nxentioned, and lu great part as n, re-
suit of the operation vf t1ic saine spiritual forces, the beart of Christcndomn
began te be strangeljv touclied, and xnclted, -ind. filed -ý '&h compassion for
tlîe millions Whlo w.ire perishing-tliat is, the spirit of ]manity, of phi-
liunthropy, of tlic Good Sarnaritan, which is inlicrezut in tlic Gospel, was
evcrvw'çi'ýrc active in the early days, but bail long since been almost qucnched,
wvas'wondirousl;' rcvivcd. Even Christian souk, weco in an unfeeling, an
inluran frmre, reflccting, thus thie old pagan and barbarous times. Sorrow
and -woc found sliglit syrnpatlîy. Wlîen the ge.ncial cae was so forlorn
little led was given to, the iniscry of otîmers, cspecially if of ri differcut
liatioïl, out of sight, ut a distance. But a rnarlkcd changfe in this regard
ivas nt the door. IHoward liad startcd upon his painful journevs to luiti-
gate the grievous wvroi'gs i nfihacd tpnprisoners ; the voice of Wilberforce
,%vas iifted up iu denunciation of the sin of Africa-n slavcry, and ILiikes liad
openul, his fi-igt riggcd scimool. And zIll tluis was but the feeble bcginning
of au cra of rcforrns ivhich constitute one of the mnost striking chiaracteristics
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