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initi, and wilici Mliannad shnply
reîresetited. Would the î'efor'mation
hIave coi witthout imi? WVe hav'e
2Lready said Nve think itot. M:uhain-
iiizad ,vats not, Lue product of bis tinues.
lantyfisi-i liad asuncd11 suclu pr'o-
p)ortions, had found no suchi expres-
sion, as to indictLte a national revoit
against the religious usages and
thioug-ht of the tinuies. It was nlot a
1religion, not -a fixed doctrine," not
an "lorg-,ani7edvoî'shiip.' It w'anted
divine sanction., it liad no propliet.

It needd Muhanm Ktad. ieetufair-
ly puts oui' thoîîglt, whlen lie says,
as alreadly <juoted, "inove Muhiai-
mrad and iieitluer Islanm nor anytluin-
like it coulies into existence."

Truc, it, is claimied that, denying
this, it is just ais difilcuit to accoultt
for Mhmîa. How sluould lie
have discevrned the siuort-conîmigs of
tiuis national religion? Ifle wvas a
"Senulite of the Seniiites," and the
"keviiote of Semniitic piety is subinis-

sion to thc Divine pow'er,*" but was
this initeîusified Semlitic tendeuîcy to
u'ecognize tle uniity ofG;od enouglu to
explaîn Muhiainîmnad? This we shial
never know. The historie fact of his
association witli Judaisii ani a lir-
verted Chî'istianity Coic ilias factors
to Prl'eit, a solution on1 aliy hypotli-
esis whichl oimits to u'ccognize thcmi.
But let ail thlese be giv'ei quantities,
and tliey do0 uîot accounit foi' the risc
and dleveiopilent of Isîauuu Nvithlout
31iliamn îîîad.

(Cotchid< in next itunibe,'.)

The Oharacter of the Ohinese.
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<Coclttted fi'ont las! issw'1, 1). 142.)
BUT the great vice of (3liia is tue

-use of opiuiîi. The poppy is the plant
from wvhiclh opium coines. In Jully
the fields are briglit witli its bios-
soins. As sooni as the seed-pod is
fuily for'ned, but bel'ome it is ripe,
tuie farier cuts aroînid and aî'ounid
thie pod with a knmfe, and colleets
the jutice that coilies out in a
little tii ilig. This juice, w'ien
boilcd tii! it is a thick pa-ste, is

opium. To sinoke opium is slowv
suicide. To eat or drink it, as sone
do0, ismilore rapid suicide. Wlîile it
does not mnake one quarrel and filiht
as liquor dlues, it is harder to leave
off, and bring-s one surely thougli
slowly to ail untirnely grave. The
victimi's body becomes weakened and
eiiciated, lus wvill becomes enslaved,
and evenl his conscience seeuns to be
destî'oyed. Wlîen lie lias used up ail
luis nmoney and cannot borrow more,
lie is sure to steal to -et money to
buy opiumii. Menwluooncè were rich,
and stu'oui and welI educated are
made poor and wveak and thoroughiy
vile. TI)e people express their hor-
ror at the siglit by calling theni
" 4opium devi1s. " In Kalgan; a city
of nearly 100,000 inluabitants, mnore
thiai liaiE of the nien smioke opium.
In farming comnuunities only one or
two out of ten smoke it. In Kui Hua
Ch'ing, a large city west of Kalgan,
almnost every one snxiokes it. It is
impossible to reforîn without medi-
cal lielp, alud mnany o! those 'Wvho
reforni -o back to their vice again.
Overtliirty-tlve million dollars'w~ortli
of oplim is iniiported in a yeau', and
the Cinese theiselves raise twice
as miuchi as tluey inmport. For a few
-years past food wvas dear at Kalgan,
and it was feared that there would
be a famine. Anl abuîudance of rain,
in 1886 made food clheap again. But
prices wvere so low that the farmers
could not ilakie nuoiuey. The resuit
was that tluey raised mnore opium in
1887 tit ever before. Whiat an
awvfut state of things! If they have
less rai il, they ]ave less food; if they
have more rain, they raise more
poison! Tluoughi its awful effeets are
wvell known, the use of the drug is
iîucreasing-,. It exhausts tl)e soi],
impoverishes the nation, enfeebles
the army, corrupts the mnagistrates,
brings unspeakable sufferings upon
the innocent wvives and children of
its victims, and kills two or tluree
million people each year. A physi-
ciani in China says: "0Of ail narcotios
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