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ers, 73 teachers, 73 students, 69 shoemukers, 65 workers n wood, 59
iron-workers, 46 tailors, 29 clerks, 19 factory hands, 16 bakers, 16
printers, 16 candidates for theology, 15 Lookbinders, 15 mechanics, 13
watchmakers, 13 saddlers, 13 gardeners, 12 surgeons ; the remainder
came from 48 different trades, with the exception of 17, who were
without & vocation when they entered the mission house.

In fact, the Basel Mission is doing a unique work in encouraging
earnest Christian young men of the lower classes in Europe to enter
upon a missionary life. A young man, say & carpenter by trade, pre-
sents himself at the mission liouse, and 1s desirous of being preparod for
mission werk. If he brings evidences that he is intelligent and is thor-
oughly Biblical in his faith, and desires to give himslf entirely to the
work from nnselfish motives, he is taken into the school on trial, provided
he isat least eighteen years old or not over twenty four. If, aftera period
of a year, more or less, he shows himself an apt student and obedient to
all the regulations of the mstitution, he begins the course of study, and
after six yeurs is graduated and sent off to some field suited to his
capacity. He is pledged upon entering, in view of his free mainte-
nance, that he will submit to the direction of the committee. If he
proves on the whole rather dull at his bovks, but shows good common
sense and an earnest zeul, he is kept in the mission house for a year or
so. and then is sent out into the field to work at his trade, teaching it
to the natives, and in the meanwhile doing not « little colporteur work
and bringing an active Christian zeal to bear on every side. The Busel
Mission thus calls for all sorts of talent, and never turns away an carnest
man. Like the Apostle Paul, these young men muy carry their tools
with them, and even the skill of hand may be turned to the service of
Him who was called ““the son of a carpenter.”

The course of instruction, carried systematically through six years,
gives these young men a very adequate training for the rough mission-
ary life before them. Besides the mere elementary branches, their pro-
gramme of study embraces Latin, Greek, Hebrew and English, a great
deal of Bible study in the original languages and in the German, Old
and New Testament analysis, dogmatics, ethics, symbolies, church his-
tory, including a history of missions, homiletics, and, to pass over the
various sciences, practical missionary instruction. The examination in
December and February are delightful occasions for the studentsand
their guests. Eight theological teachers, as well as two medical in-
structors, a music teacher and an instructor in English, make up the
faculty of the school.

I had occasion to remark the simple, humble zcal of the students,
their thoughtfulness for each other, their perfect resignation to the
career before them. I never heard more earnest devotions. The sing-
ing was inspiring. No one can live two weeks in that building, as I
did, without receiving s precious blessing. The oceasions when a group



