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POOR ACCOMMODATIONS.

Tho Edmonton district has received a great
many sotilers this spring, most of whom have
had to sfop at the town for a few days before
going on their lands.

Long ago the fact was pointed out that unless
some ateps were taken towards providiag better
accommodation for the new-comers, there would
bo trouble when .they began to arrive. The
accommodation particolarly needed was an
immigrant hall, or shed, where the people
could be housed. No decisive action was
taken, however, and towards the latter part of
April, when the tide was at its full, the need
of the sheds was fully demonstrated. Parties
of settlers as they arrived were met with the
comforting prospect of having to live and sleep
under the blue canopy of heaven. It did not
turn out quite so bad as that, however, thavks
to the good people of Edmonton, who used
every means in their power to make the new-
comers comfortable. The railway company
was also very active in looking after.the wel-
fare of the strangers. In the case of the Parry
Sound people they very kindly loaned them
the cars in which they had travelled, for  few
days, though needing them in the worst way.

The trouble was aggravated by the want of
means for locating lands. No survey stakes
or mounds were to ba found in most cages and
there was no cortainty that' those which could
be found:wero in their right places..

Altogether the settlers going.into the -Ed-
monton district have not been very well looked
after-as far as comfort-and convenienco were
concerned.

IMPERIAL FEDERATION.

We bave not heard so much lately sbout
“Imparial Federation;” the schame which
‘when first preseated to the people of our coun-
try, a ehort timo ago,awakened such av {qtgrest.

The League which was formed to .promote this-

schemo is not idle though, as those who-read
the old country papers araaware. The journal
of the League, Imperial Federation, shows in its
late issues that those who arc members of the

Leagge or are di}ect!y interested in ‘these mat-

tors are not ono whit less earnest and active to-

dsy than they were when the scheme was first:

prescnted to the public, though others may not
now be taking such an interest.

The May issue of the.jonrnal contains some
specially interesting articles on League matters.

Our atteolion was attracted to a report of a
meeting of the Laeds brauch of the Loaguo at
which Sir Lyon Plairfoiv, K.C.B., as president
of the branch, delivered his-inaugural address.
His utterances were distinguished. for sound
common-sense, and for the clear and pithy
languago in which ho'embodied many of the
problems azising out of a consideration of this

federation scheme. As somo of the points
touched en, bear directly on the future of our |

own part of the great empire of which he was
spesking, it is interesting to know just whut
the views of this authority are. Of the League
itself and its objects, ho says :—

““The object of the Federation Lsagues,
which are now so extensively formed through-
out the United Kingdom and the Colonies, .is
to consider how wo may prevent, or a} least
retavd, the disruption of our great empire. The
subject should not be treatcg with heroics, but
with level-headed common sense. Lord Salis-
bury has told us that **lmperial Federation
lends itself better to peroration than to argu-
ment,” and this is to a certain extent true ; but
there sre arguments which should be urged to
show the dungers of inaction and the advan.
tages of full discussion as to the best means of
avoiding them, Lord Salisbury wasin a better
framo of mind last year, when he said, *‘Im-
perial Federation involves neither more nor less
than the future of the British Xmpire.”

The colonies of England ave divided iato two
great claises which materially differ in their
relation tothemothercountry. Thoseover which
she rules with a sort of benevolent despotism,
consuitute one class and those which are self-
governing constitute the other.

It bas cost the Mother Country hondreds of
willions in money to build up her colonies, but
the national debt remains on her shoulders
alone. The revenues of the British possessions
are growing fast and already exceed those of
the Mother Country, yet she has not, nor will
she, ask them to share the burden of the
national debt.

Of the present relation of the colonies to one
another and to the Mother Country he says:
“At present there is still only an aggregation
of growing countries without any political con-
nection between themselves uniess whea they
confederate, as in the case of the Dominion of
Canada. Even with the Mother Country the
Colonies have only a slender. political bond.
They have been likened to a diamond necklace
without a string. T'rue, they are all under one
sovereign ; but the power of the crown in deal-
ing with the acts of our own or Colonial
Parliaments is faet passing into désuetude.”

“No wonder, then, that there is a desire
both on the part of the Mother Country and of
the Colonies to deliberate at least upon methods
of drawing together upon some basis of common
interests. At present our actual.counection is
that described by Edmuud Burke, and it would
bo a sufficient connection if our interests were
continuous and identical. Barke thus deseribes
itin bis celebrated speech of 1775:—‘My hold
of the Colonics is in the close affection which
grows from common names, from kiadred blood,

rom similar privileges, and equal protection,
These ate ties which, thoagh light as air, are
as strong as links of iron.” The Colonies still
look upon the Mother Country as Mayna
virum Mater, which might-be translated freely
a8 ‘Great Mother of a mighty race,’
and children lIove each other .as long as their
sentiments and interests are mutual ; they are
apt to't}’uarrel when “these clash and becomo

_hostile.

At present India contributes about one-
quarter of a million, and Australia, £126,000 to
the naval expenditure of the homo Government.
The Australian contribution iaforlocal defeuce,

Parents.

and is not applicable to intercolonial communi.
cation. Thus we soce that.not only is the
burden of protecting her own commerco with
-tho colonies,.and with foreign nations thrown
on the shoulders of Britain, but also-the pro-
tection of tho commerca betwean the colonies
themselves, and between the colonfes and foreign
nations, From' these latter classes of com
merco, she reaps uot the slightest benefit,
althougt thoy now threaten to exceed in volume
her own traffic, '

and the Colonies is acother phase of the
question which received the attention of the
apeaker, Ho thinks that the saying *¢ trade
follows tho flag ** should bé changed to ¢ fincn-

* Uaion Jack the colonies find crelit for Engiish
capital ag well as substautial help in emigraots
educated at the cost of the Mother Country.
Ol this hesays : ** According to the Registrar-
* Gencral, the money value of an adult man of
““twenty one years of age is £175, this being
¢ the sum expended in his education and up.
“brifiging, Adopting this figure, the Mother
**Country has supplied Australia io the last
¢ thirty years with adult emigrauts who Lave
¢ cost the United Kingdom 173 millionsstérling,
“ to bring to a period of working ability.”

Inseperably connected with every. acheuwe,
having for its object the banding together of
the different parts of the British Empire, for

. purposes of mutual protection is the question of
Britains supply of food and taw materials. She
is at present importing about 38 per cont of her
food supply from her-colonies and possessions,
and the other 62 per cent from foreign countries,
which represents in money 'value 47 millions

sterling from abroad. Of her cereal food 76
per cent of the. grain and 83 per.cent of the
flour come from foreign countries. On. the
United States and Russia she chiefly- depends
for wheaten food. But Russia is very un-
reliable, and the rapid growth o° the
population of the United States will soon
make it necessary for them to curtail their
exportation in order to meot the hoine demand.
It is even estimated now that in tea or twenty
years the entire production of the States wily
‘be required for their home consamption. Thus
wo seo that it.is a growing necessity that Fng-
land find somo now source of supply, and what
better could she do than turn to- her own
dependencies and offer them her market. Can.
ada‘is pre-eminently fitted to occupy the position
of feeder to the Mother Counutry if we only had
the- population to produce the food. But
-according to Sir Lyon- there is another-con-
dition necessary before (Canada can hope to
command the bread trado of Britain. He says :
“Canada alone has potential pawers of sufficient
supply if she adopted the principle of.com-
mercial freedom. But a nation can only trade
by barter. England would readily and prefer-
entially "purchase more food from Cauada,.if
that Colony grew it in sufficient guantity ;.but
as yet she .only sends to us one-seventh the
supply of wheat which we get from the United
-States. Canada has an admirable chance of
rapidly increasing her population if she arranged
her taxation so that a farmiog population could
thrive, There is a strong tendency in..the
United States to restrictimmigration, and emi-
grauts would -readily be diverted to Canada.”
-Comimercial freedom ‘is what is ‘wanted-to
open for us an .unfailing £

‘and Tood prodaots.

Reciprocal trado relations betwoen Eagland

cial coufidence follows the flag™ Under the-

sterling from the colonies and 94 millions,

market for our grains
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