ACADLA ATHEN UL R S-Y

n the expulsion of the tyrant kings and the establishiment off
a republie at the beginning of lhe sixth century hefore the
christian era. 1t was this same spirit of independence which
thrilled the bosoms of the oppressed plebs and shook the very
tonndations of thelittle republic in their struggle for political
recognition. It was this spivit of independence which placed
Roman classes npon a basis ot mutual understanding  trom
which they could readily ascend to a position  of universal
supremacy in the ancient world. It was this =ame ideal of
independence among themselves, which, when approached,
unfolded to the Roman lis conception of national power.

The Roman ideal of power was freedom.  Her lawgivers
recognized the crror of the carlier empires in basing  their
standard upon mere mechanical force.  The standard” which
Rome set before herselt was not mechanical but mental. er
idez! of power was not the working of a mighty engine through
the foree of physical applinnees. It wasthe impelling strength
of i human will.  In this lies the seeret magnetism of a Car-
son, whose army, though composed of subjected foreigners,
wus so attached to himself that they would march to the end
of the world in his service. .

And it would even scem that those disastrous contentions
which again frustrated Rome, and under the clifts of \ctium
laid the republic at the merey of imperial rule, arose not from
the pursuit of a national ideal, but from the collision of per-
sonal ambitions.  In this way do we account for that anfor-
tunate surrcuder by Rome of her republican independence to
a sole rule—that surrender which marks the turning point in
Roman power—for no longer is heavd the voice of the people,
it being drowned in the revellings of an imperial court.

This Roman ideal of power grew with the advance of the
republic to an unquenchable thirst for conquest.  The Roman
cye seemed centered upon one grand  empire whaose hounds
should be limited only by the extent of the known world.
How successfully this ideal was pursued is familiar to all stu-
dents of Roman history.  In this partizular, at least, the Ro-
man career stands unparalleled.  From a little and oppressed
vitlage upon the banks of the Tiber, Rome grew to be the
imperial misteess of the world—to hois in her own hand the
sceptre of rule over the seores of petty nationalities which
girdled her infancey ; and to incorporate into her own person
those nations which like Greece amd € arthage for a time sue-
cessfully rivalled her supremacy.

The Roman ideal of glory was conquest. It was that
process of removing nbstacles whereby hier inherent sense ot



