
RIGE1TIANDEDNESS.

The human band is unquestionably the most perfect of bands, what-
aver ho its relation te inferior developiments eof a similar erg,,an. The
wendeiful complexity of "its structure, its nice delicaey of touch, and
it3 adaptation in all ways for being the organ of au intefligcnt volition,
'fittcd for the exceutien of every requirement of' îogenuity and skill,
alike suggest its recognition as one special and distinctive feature of'
nman's organization. The band of the nionkey is a locomotive, as weII
as a preheusile organ ; whercas the différences betwcen the band and
foot of' nian.poiut te essentially diverse functions for ecd. The short,
weak thumb, the long, nearly uniforma fin-ers, and inferior play of the
wrist, are advantageous to the treciîber, and pertain te the band as
an organ of locomotion; whercas the absence of ail sueh qualities la
the hunian band secures its permanent dclicaey et' toueh, and its
gencral adaptation fer ail inanipulative purposes.

There arc, however, unquestionably, traces eof prehensile capacity in
the human foot; and aeof t reirarkable adaptability te certain fnc-
tiens of the band. Well-knowa eâses bave ocdiirred, of persons born
without hands, or carly deprived eof theni, learaing te use their foot in
niany delicate eperations, including net only tic employaient eof pen
and pendi, but tic use et' scissors, with a facility which. still more
strikingly indicates the separate action of' the great tee, and its thumb-
like apposition to the others. Stili the hunian foot is net a band. The
imali size of the tees, as cempared with tic fin-ers, and the position
ana niovements eof the great tee, alike point te diverse functions, and a
grea *tly more limited range of action in the normal use eof the tees.
But the latent capaoity eof the sy8tem eof muscles eof the foot---scarceIy
less elaberate than that et' the haad,-is obscured te us by the rigid
restraints eof the modern shoe. The power eof veluntary action in the
tees manifesta itsif net only ia cases where carly mutilation, or malfor-
mation nt birth, compels the substitution et' the foot for the band; but
amoag sa«vagos, where the.uaahaokledl foot is in constant use in clirabing,
and L.:'ing its way through brake and jungle, thse sanie frc use et' the
tees, and eapecially tihe power eof separating the great tee fraya thse
others, which may be seen in the inýoluntary movements of a healthy
cbiid, is retained. A very bief exporionce et the soft, yielding deer-
skin moccasin of the Red Indian, in place et' the rbgid Eurepean sbee,
resteres even te tha unpractised foot of the 'white man a freedoni of
action -in the toes, a discrmn'inating. sonse eof teb, and a eapacity for
grasping rock or trac ln waIkîag,ôr climbing, suob as ho had ne concep.


