
'MOLLUSCOUS ANIMALS.

Odontophore. The tceth are usuaiiy ranged upon it, in a median and
two lateral tracts, which have been calied the rachis and pleurae terins
which are scarcely necessary, and, the first at lcast, not free from)
serious objections. ThZe Odontophore is sometimes short but often of
great lengtb, its edges behind the mouth bein- united so as to form a1
tube, which after passing for a short distance under the oesophagus is
rolled or spirally twisted. It seems that the part in use is soon worn
away and that the reserved portion is gradually pushed forward, the
tube slitting open so as to afford a fresh surface. The fori cf the
teeth both median and lateral, the number in each row and the number
of rows vary in different families and different species, and are apparently
adapted to the kind of food and the mode of procuring it cm ployed by
the animal. Herice, besides the use wbich may be made of tie minuter
différences as specific characters, the leading varieties, like the differences
in the beaks of birds marking tbeir kind of food or mode of appropriae-
ing, it, serve to d!stinguish familics, and may now be said to bc of great
and unquestionable importance.

lEveri so late indced as the publication of Mr. Woodward'S valunble
manual, the estent to which thcy could bc used secmcd vcry doubtful,
and he makes objections to their systemnatie value beingr cstimatcd
highly. Hec says: It must bc remcmýbercd that the tceth arce csscntially
elpihieiaiz ceils, and, like other superficial organs, hiable to be modificd
itu accordance with the wants and habits of the ecatures. The instru-
ments with wbich animais obtain their food arc of ail others nicst subjeet,
to these adaptive modifications, and can neyer form the tasis of a
philosophical systcm." Hec adds this note, Ilthe carnivorous opossumns
have tecth adapted for catitig fiesh, but are flot on that account to bc
classificd xwith the placeutal carnivora."

It may ho replied that our objeet bcing to bring togyether creatures
of like organization and mode of living , the adaptive modifications of a
common plan which determine the kzind of food and mode of life arc
prcsisely what we ougit, to make use of, except for the highcst divisions,
and we find both the tceth of MNammalia, and, as aircady refcrred to,
the beaks of birds, are of prominent imzportance in charactcrising even
the grent families. We should not allow resemblances or differences of
the Odontophore of Molluslis to interfère wih h classes or orders
wbiclx depend on higher characters, nor ought we to use distinctions
dcrived from this one part alone, or we should create an artýiCiai
systeai not perhaps better than otbers, and more difficult of application


