GREAT BRITAIN, 6. 457

occasion actually required.” So far from | who can consort with it? There is some-
taking it as a demonstration of hostility, | thing loathsome in the idea. "There is con-
he told his Government that it was not to | tamination even in the thought. If you live
be regarded in that light. Such was the | with the lame, says the ancient proverb, you
original molehill which, under the influence | will learn to limp ; if you keep in the kitchen
of vindictive rhetoric, now towers up into a | you will smell of smoke ; if you touch pitch
mountain of m.ssive wrong. you will be defiled. But what lameness so

Mr. Adams at the same period inforined | pitiful as that of this pretended power?
hisiGovernment that he hadfound British sen- | What smoke so foul as its breath! What
timent, even at Liverpool, still fluctuating. | pitch so defiling as its touch! It is an
He might yet have fixed it in his ownfavour, | Oriental saying, that a cistern of rose watet
had he been instructed to declare that the | will become impure if a dog is dropped into
abolition of slavery was the object of the | it; but a continent of rose water with rebel
war. But he was instructed to declare that | slave-mongers could be changed into a vul-
it was not. gar puddle. Imagineif you please whatever

The Proclamation was followed by orders | is most disgusting, and this pretended power
interdicting the belligerents from bringing | is more disgusting still.  Naturalists report
prizes into British ports, of which the Con- | that the pike will swallow anything except
federates complained bitterly, and whichMr. | the toad, but this it cannot do. The ex-
Seward regarded as ‘“a death blow to | periment has been tried, and though this
Southern privateering.” fish in its voracity always gulps whatever is

The conduct of the British Government in | thrown to it, yet invariably it spews the
thus recognizing the existence of a state of | nuisance from its throat. But our slave-
war, and applying to it the rules dictated by | monger pretension is worse than the toad,
humanity and by the policy of nations, was | and yet there are foreign nations which
endorsed by all the other maritime powers, | instead of spewing it forth are already
and is approved by all sane men. Butit | turning it like a precious morsel on
did not satisfy Mr. Sumner. Mr. Sumner, | the tongue.” ‘(Edipus,” so went on Mr.
in a speech on foreign relations, made ; Sumner, “in the saddest tale of antiquity,
during the war, insisted that Her Britannic | weds his own mother without knowing it,
Majesty should not only refuse to recognize , but England will wed the slave power with
the Southern government, but “spew it full knowledge that the relation, if not in-
forth,” and “blast” it by proclamation, and | cestuous, is vile.” And then “ the foul at-
thus put the South on the footing of a Cain | torneys of the slave-monger power, reeking
among the nations. Every moment of hesita- | with slavery, will have their letters of license
tion to issue such a proclamation,was accord- | as the ambassadors of slavery, to rove from
ing to him a moment of apostasy. “ Not to | court to court, over foreign carpets, talking,
blast was to bless.” The Confederacy was a ; drinking, spitting slavery and poisoning that
“Magnum Latrocinium, whose fellowship | air which has been nobly pronounced too
could have nothing but the filthiness of evil,” ' pure for a slave to breathe.” Allreasonable
“a mighty house of ill-fame,” * an Ishmael,” | men must see that to follow the suggestions
“a brood of harpies defiling ail which it | of this orator, would have been to follow the
could not steal;” “a one-eyed Cyclops of | suggestions of fanaticism aggravated by the
nations ;” “a soulless monster of Franken- , bitter memory of personal injury. Yet, Mr.
stein;” “a wretched creation of mental | Sumner has been practically allowed to
science without God.” “ Who,” proceeded | guide the people of the United States in
the orator, “can welcome such a creation ? | this matter, and itis on the faith of his rep.




