— —

CANADA TEMPERANCE ADVOCATE.

U
| alloy. ‘I'bat banquet wus adourably conducted, and wholly freo
! from the objectionable clemont of mtoxicating drinks.

! Again expressing our decp eense of the kinducss and courtesy
l" overy where extended (o us, we are your most obedient servants,

' CaNADA,

!
|
{ Knights of Temperance.
i A new temperance saciety was formed in London, C.W ., last
| February. The persons constituting that society have taken the
i name of * Knights of Temperance,” and a copy of tho constita.
' tion, general laws, and by-laws, by which they are governed, has
i been forwurded to ns.  These brethren say in the introduction,
“ «Qur title is ruther belligerent in the idea it conveys:” and cer-
* tainly to us, the suggestions were numerous and various which
'\ arose in the mind, when wo read aloud, ** Knights of Tempe.
rance.””  We thought of Chwalry and the Crasades—of ‘Tasso’s
Godfrey of Bulloigne—of Spencer's Knight of the Red Cross—of
danger and of valor—of sad reverses and of biight successes—of
{ awords and spurs and coals of muil—and of smuling ladies too,
~ who by their picrcing telling glance inspired the heart of wishful4
heroes, with firm resolves of chiwalry and cunquest.  Did our
! London friends mean all this?  We cannot tel ; but they scem
!, to have known cnough of philogophy, to have relicd conmderally
{ on what Brown culls tho phenomena of relative suggestion, or
. simple suggestion, or what others call the association of ideas,
i and therefore have assumed the cxistence of a good deal of gene-
; tal knowledge of speefic mstory, to which the memory would
} revert, and on which the unagination could expatiate with wild
| delight.
|  We had almost forgotten what we knew of knights and |
! knighthood, but our temperance friends in London, have revived
| the recollections of vur carly readings.  Knighthood is now only !
an honorary distinction ; it was,not always s, Distinction had |
to be earned by valiant deeds.  The youthful page must study 4
courtesy and politeness, practise the rudiments of chivalry and
martinl excrcises, beforo he is admitted to famliar inlcrcourso§
with knights and ladies of the court, or bo advanced to the more |
honorabie rank of Esquire.  "Then, after seven . r cight years in
this capacity, the aspirant to fame might receive tho henor of
knighthood.  Knighthood of old, was a * voluntary assacialion of
. private men for defence, but more especially for the defence of
unprotected females from the many gricvous disorders that in.
fested all Europe on the decline of tho dynasty of Charlemagune.”
For the installatinn of kuights there was a good deal of ceremony,
which generally ended with the exhortetion, * Be thou brace,
kardy, and loyal.”
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If we recollect rightly, both Tasso and Spencer arc ullegorists,
" end have employed facts to elucidate the moral Conquesta of
; truth over error, and holiness over gin.  Our modern Knights of!

Temperanco are allegorists also, and design to intimnte their in- |
tentign to conguer the demon of intemperancee, and drive the'
i enemy of man from this fair land of iicedom, cach Knight ﬁrstf
‘ conquering his own sinful heart by eolomn taking of the tempe. '

mnce pledge.  How the London Knights appear when prepared !
: for battle we ennnot &1l Sume of them we know to be veterens

in the causc of temperance. Equipped in the habibments of |
, kmghthood it appears to us that we should be reminded of Spen |
cer’s hero, which ho thus describes :—

‘A gentle knight was pricking on the plain,

Yclad 1n mughty arms and silver shicld, i
Wheren old dinis of decp wounds did remain,

The cruel marks of many n bloody feld ;

Yet arms tilf that time did he never wield :

.

His angry steed did chide his foaming t,
As much disdaining to tho cwb to yield :
Fall jolly knight he seem'd, and fuir did sit,
As one for knightly jousts and ficrce encounters fit.”
‘The formation of this society of temperance knights, is de-
signed to aid the great moral enterprize in which we are en.
gaged. The authors say in their introductory remarks, « The
effurt is native in its conception, and has been made with tho
view of inducing all our countrymen, vs well denizens as natives,
both rich and poor of all ages, to avail themselves of the oppor-
tunity of participating in its aims, as well s its benefite”
scarcely nccessary for us {o say that we wish them success, and
sheil be happy to chronicle their proceedings and victories. The
cons itution, genceral laws, end by laws, are substantially similar
to thosc of the Independent Order of Rechabites and- the Sons of
Temperance.  The first article of the constitution comprehends
the essential features of the Order, and is thus expressed @ ¢ This

Order shall be called ¢ The Knights of Temperanee,” whose ohject !

shall be, 1st, To further the cause of total abstinerce from the
use, as & beverae, of all intoxicating liguors—1v suppress tippling
and drunkenness, irreligion and ymmoralty, and to enjvin tem-
perance, in s most extended significntion, upon all mankind.
2nd, To assist all worthy Companions in sickness or distress, if
they be faithful to the Oider.”  ‘Lhe fourth article provides, that
* Ne person shall be admitted mto the Order under 16 years of
age, nor for a less fee than 5s currency,—nor any person who
docs not posscss a good motal character, or whase mode of living
or accupation shall be nconsistent with the pledge required of
him, nor unless there be an unanimous ballot favorable to his ad.
mission.””  Provision is aleo made for the extension of the Order
by the twelfth article,—* Any twelve persons who shall apply, in
writing, to the Grand Encampment for a Charter, may procure
the same hy paying a fee of £3 currency, and all reasonable ex.
penses meured by an officer in instalkng their Encampment—
provided such persons are cither Knights of Tewperance, or are
compelent persons for intiation, according fo the constitution and
principles of the Order.”  ‘This article differs sunewhat from the
principles of ancient knighthood, 2rd perhaps very properly ; but,
if we misteke not, every knight had = power inherent in himself,
of making other knights, not only in his own country, but where
ever he went.  But then a tenperance knight is 1o mere honorary
distinctfon, all must be working men, and we frust will be the
mast valiant wartiors in the great battle yet to b2 fought.  The
geaeral lows and by.laws are gnod—and will render the meetings
of the Companions orderly and profitable.  If our benedicticn
will bo encuuraging, we give it checrfully, und to cach we say,
¢ Be thon brave, hardy, and loyal.”

Small Streams from Temperance Springs.

We cut from the Jowa Star a short prragraph on the cffects of
Intemperance on the mind. ¢ does not contain all that might
be smd on that great subject. but the few thonghts given are
worth preserving.  Thus it reads :—

* Ouno of the most fearful of the cvils of intemperance, is its
geacral and almost inevitable waste of tho puwers of the mind.
The fatahity of this a.seasc s far greater to the mind and morals,
than to the physical system. It disslpates the force of the intel-
Icet, destroys the power of comprehensive thought, insidiously
and surelv, until its victim, though he may glory in his fonner
sclf, becomes triviul, and finally nfirm, and puling alike in intcl-
lect and in body.  fc who in the day of his mental vigor could
grasp gencralities and rise to ennobling fancics, becomes insensi.
bly a bar-room drivcller unable to know himseir, » ¢ruant to the
love of nature, and intclicctually given ove to infirmitics, dream-
ine:s and abstractions.

ltisg




