CHRISTIAX TREASURY,

Achich T find to be full of these fossil skeletons!
:And it iscurious that 1f care be taken in placing the
subsiance beneath the mucroscope, these skeletons
will generally be found to be enure, alihouzh so tun
thotilie light passes throughthemso as to render them
almost invisable. The only species 1 have yet notced
iBas the shape of the common angle worm or ecrih
Jworm, and it would ake hundreds of thousands of
‘them, probably millions, to make up a cubic inch
~Yet the deposite that contains them 1s prohably two
thirds composed oftheir remains,and w many places
“4t forms a stratum several feet thick, covering many
‘acres, and may be found, I doubt not, in every town
“inihe State. T happen (o _have specimens only tiom
-zAndover, Bridgewater, Barre and Pelham, all of
‘Acbich contain he relics. . . In LEurope it has re-
scently been found that several rocks of considerible
‘thickness, (amonz which are flint and opal,) are
‘made up chiefly of anumalealee.  Indeed, the fumous
, Prussian natoralist, Ehreuberg, has determined
\twenty-cight fossil species, nine ol which are extinct,
sand the others coriespond to the iving species. 01
“those n _the Polishing Slate, (a vanely of rotien
“rtone,) Ehrenberg says: “ About 23,000,000 of these
Yereatures would make up a cubre hine, and wn a cubice
ZHnch there would Le 41,000 mulhions, weighing 220
~grains; the silicious shield of cach anunaleula
vjweighs about the 187 millionth partof a grain. The
fossil animaleula ofthe iron ochreisonly the 2tst part
“fof the thickness of a human hair and one cubre inch
~.7of this ochre must contain ene villion of the skeletons
Yof living beings ! "— Professor Hilchcoch.

PRUTAN

Tue CircLe or Natvak.—Every thing is formed for
C‘every thing, and subsuisis by the kind inlercourse ot
fgiving and recetving benefits. The eleairic fire that
80 alarms us by us thunder, and by the awful etfects
gof its flash, purifies the stagnant atmecsphere above
<us; and fuses, when it rushes beneath us, a thousand
*mineral veins into metals of incalculable utiti'y. New
“Sielands are perpetually nsing from the unfathomable
gulfs of the ocean, andenlarging the boundaries o}

rganized life; sometimes thrown up all of a suddex,
aby the dread agency of voleanocs, and sometimes
;;ieared impercepubly by the busy efiorts of corals and
“madrapores. Liverworts and mosses first cover the
Ihare and rugzed surface, when not a vegetable of any
spiher kind s capable of subsisting there. They
“flourish, bear fruit and decay, and the mould they
Yproduce forms an appropriale hed for higher orders
tof plant-weeds, which arc floating on the wings of the
shreeze, or swimming on the billows of the deep
»Birds next alight on the new formed rock, and suw,
“with interest, the sceds of the berries, or the egygs of
*the worms and insects on which they have fed, and
“Lwhich passthrough them without injury; and an oe-
“geasional swell of the sea floats into the 1ising island a
.‘:\'gmxcd mass of sand, shells, dritted sea weed, skins
of the casuaring, and shells of the cocoa-nut.  Thus
he vegetable mould becomes enriched with animal
atenials; and the whole surface is progressively
overcd with herbage, shaded by forests ot cocoa and
~Sthertrees, and rendered a proper habutauon fof man
.and the domestic ammals that attend upon him. . . .
;i‘rosl§ and suns, water and aur, cqually promate fruc-
“tification in their respective ways; and the white
X-sg.nl, the mole, the hampster, and the carth worm,
break up the ground or delve into it, that it may
enjoy the salubrious influence of the clemems In
29ike inanner they are cqualty the mmisters of putre-
Hfaction and decomposwion; and hiverworts and
glunguses, the antand the beetle, the dew-worm, the
ip-worm, and the wood-pecker, contribute to the
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ceneral effect, and soon reduce the iruunks of the
stuntest oaks, f lying wasie and unemploved, totheir
vlcmentary principles,~o asto torma praductive would
(o1 suceesave progemes of ammal or vegeable exists
ence. Such s the simple bat beautiful circle ot na-
ure. Every thing Lves, flounshes, and decays ;
every thing dies, but nothwg s lost; for the gieat
principle of hite only changes ns form, and the'de-
struction of one generation is the vivification of the
neate—Guod's Buok of Nuatwie,

Tue FINITE DURATION of THRE SoLarR SysTay—
There is a resising medium in which the solar sys-
tem moves, asd therelore is movewment cannot goon
tur ever.  ‘The vast parivds which are bought under
our consideration in tracing the eflfecis of the resist-
my flurd, harmonise wuh all that we learn of the
constitunion ot the universe from other sources. Mil-
s, and wlhions of milhons of years are expres-
stons that_at first sight appear fited only to over-
whelin and confound all ur powers of thought: and
such numbers are no doubt beyond the limits of any
thing which we can disincily conceive. But our
poners ut conception are suited 1ather to the waots
and uses of conuuun hfe, than to a complete sutvey
of the universe. It is in no way unhkely that the
whole duration of the svlar system should be a period
inmeasureably great in our eyer, though demon-
strably finste. Such cnormous numbers have been
brought under our natice by all the advances we have
madc in our knowledge of nature. Thesmallness of
the objects detected by the microscope and of iheir
parts;—the multitude ofhe stars which the best teles-
cepes of modern tunes have discovered in the sky ;—
the duration assigned to the glube of the earth by geo-
logical invesugation;—all these results require for
their prohable expression, numbers, which, so far
as we can see, arc on the same gizantic scale as the
number of vears in which the solar system will be-
come enurely deranged. Such calcwiations depend
in some degree on our rclation to the vast aggregate
of the works of our Creator; and no person who is
accustomed o meditate on these subiects will be sur-
prised that the numbers which such an occasion re.
quites shotdd oppress our comprehension. No one
who hasdwelt on the thought of a universal Creator
and Preserver, will be surprised to find the connec-
tion furced upon the Mand by every new train of spece
ulauon, that, viewed n reference to Fiv, our space
is apount, our time a mowent, our 1witlions a hand.
fu!, our permanence a quick decay. . . . We arein
the habit sometimes of cuntrasung the transient des-
tiny of mzn with the permanence of the forests, the
mountaws, the ocean—with the unweaned cireuit
of the sun. But this contrast is a delusion of our
own imagination: the duficrence 1s after all but one
of degree. ‘I'he forest endures for its centuries and
then decays; the mountains crumble and change, and
perhaps subside in sowe convulsion of nature ; the
sea reuires, #nd the shore ceases to resound with the
everlasiing voice of the ocean.  Such reflectious have
already crowded upon the mind of the geologist; and
it now appears that the courses of the Teavens them-
selves are not exempied from the universal law of
ducay; that not only the rocks and the mountains,
but ﬂ)w sun and the mom, have the settence * to end?
stamped upon thesr foreheads.  They enjoy no privi.
lege beyond man, excepta lunger respite. The ephe-
meron pershes n anhour ; man endures for bisthree-
score yearsand len; an empire, a nation, numbers



