
153.)POISONOUS PLANTS IN TUIE NEIGIIBOJIHOOD 0F TORONTO.

(andi 1 fear a vcry iisuperferf) lsistory cf thse poisonous plants
wiih are Citiier ilsîdigessosîs to, or wlsieii 1lve becolite msatur.sI-
ized iii the iissssnedi:ste neigihourhoti of Toronto.

Tise district, Nvlose poisonosîs Ieeall roduietinis T pbrlns
te exainise is verv Iiîuiiteci, iîeisg btouided by tise river DLois ois
thse e.tst, thse llussîber oit thse aVs uid extends siortis about four
or tive tuiles, %iiilo on tise Senti is waslised by tise Laske.

Oo atc'l:s fic rtû is, it is resnar-able for tise v:sriecty of its
fflil, froin theflclost stssbborsi :nlid tellatious chly, te tihe Iigit zt
aund siost biarresi sasîd; yet, it is saut distisigsiisied for assy Ipecu-
lis:siiy -ils, its- s-ttr'aticsi.

Tt is cf imtort-auce te renuarks tse geologrica relations of plants,
particîîlariy is a iicw cessstry, because it tisrows saine iglit oan
the oas f %egetablfe distributiosn. t ssîggests tise qssrstioss
whetlier it be ilidigesoî su uî:iwtsîi soi!; or if ititro-
duced, by wls:sIt. ileaus Ias; tisat betti ecteac.

Whictlser arts or commserce, agriculture or niasîsfactures, super-
stitioni or wsediciise, lam lrosîglit it; or, whiic i s fircquntly tise
cacze, Nvlstetr tise :îiterel suite cf tie arti'.s surface ]las nut

tl&ie te niatuire, Isy lier ordiiary as isîcrcaLSe-d iniss of

\c -ire told tsat, ini tise days oi G<snar, tihe Fîsmarla Oflicissa-
lis, or Funsî:toy iv:ss as very r' pIîit iu tisa fildcs cf sesitieru
Etirop, andît was snI)pooscd te Jiave caisa fronti tisa cas; now6, it

i.- tise cesîîsuoiest wemed iii cons lllsai)gresfrosin Greece te
Lapins.

'\V'lieî 1 fsrst caie ta Caluîada is I S34, mnî cf tihe plamnts
%vicii alre nirowssst cotsatilons were sîses nes-er secs;, iu proof cf

,%Ylitiei 1 iay instansce, tise A;rostenissai-ý or Cent Cackle, tise
Sssecio Vuigaris or Groutsdstl, tise Itretty little Pinipc)rnel, antd
tise! Fuiatory. It is reiis-arkiue tisat ise Asîtisesis Cotula

(iiiigMasy wveed) w isii l tîsis uisltrhodrendors ill
msir road sies isite lwith its lblo.S-ossîs duril tisa greatar part of
tile etissunser, slisulti net l>e fout fsy iniles ta thse nartis cf
Toronsto.

Ilaviîsg issate tiiese pirelisiîsiary ai-rainIshah naw
cosmmieunce tisis -rve subjeet bv a descrijtion cf tise sneost pison-
eus pilants, âfter wiiicsIah 1 pa cf these wisicii arem p
acic) lii tîscir receit stte but, 1 gre-siy fear tisat I Aisa11 not be
aible te s-eiievc its tecisuicai Jssifcs by aîsy littie excursions, into
thte by paits of literîture, or b%- its issefisi azîsîsi*cationi te science
-yen inssst bc prepared, tiserefos-, Mr. P'res-idet, te fil it as
dry andc unintcrestingr as a speilinz bock, or as tisat engmgitg anti
csscrtissssg~i-rkDr. jeisssos itoay

ist. Tisa Datura, Strioisssn-Tliorn Api-!oksowsîi
isîsler flic vaines of The Devil's Appsle, Aile of Pert, assd
.lmsssestawîs Nced. It bc-longsi te tise Linniveais c.Leand arder
Pent.izidria-Mouogynhsi, nd Naturai Fanîily Solanacea.

It is fosînd in varios patls cf Europte, Asi; a Axuricu,
growvisg ils gar-sens ai rîibbi lice, assd rond sides.

Thsé Tison Apie is in aimsal, goigte, tise lsiislt cf from
ilirer- in five fcet, acc-igto tise riclincss cf tihe -salI; itas a
basfv bîussclsy stems, ofa pssrp)le calosîr, witi green --pots; thse

lectste-i are large idte sisoss tsc ) ely ctt; isle flowcrs, whssclt
Msake tierapaasoin August nd Septesubar, ire aCtlIasy,
long', trassitsîpd whsite, pale puîsile, orblîti, andi arc fehlowed
isv a cpletise size cf a larTge -%Valsant, covercd itis long sharpis
îprickles, fotsr-cched, and filleti witis biriksis, rougi kidneoy-slsalted

eae.Tite -«Isoîle plant Nvlsas recent, lias a strong nasuscosis and
<isg-abeodour, which, wisan powerfiuti, latated by Iieck to

bc 4'ccstainly noiioiss7 AUd thse dcnîcstle aiiais refms it ms
food.

It is a poeieftl nareotic poison, and used as surli in tile E.st
for nierfarieustir i sic) Itus;si.1 for illerý!.Wlllîgftic ilitoxdc.1-
tissg eiI.cts of beer. Mtedieinally, tise Thor itpfe lias beesi
foilnd ellinscitosîs ii i tllaî;, .111(l organie of~e ethte lavailt,
IvIheu its fumeîîs have bocal isIIî:sed by Sitsoh-ilsg.

Tt iî not, lîoNever, for its inédiitt, but for its lioisoisossa pro.
)eitie9; tlsat Iwisi to direct vour attenitioni te it; -aisid,iîvis

issitliest;ed tiss eliMcs iu scerîlutaulces I eaus sile:k of thisen
from Ipcssoii.al observation.

fleing an1 carly plant, it is ac*aienally gatislercdý w1lien yassng
in iinisttke for Lissnb's Quarter, (Ep)ilobiutii i) boilcd, -itd'ct:ett
a.; greeis-thoe effiets in inany instances bcng followed by si.rions
colsequces.

At flsît it produces dr ïne of tise inoutis and throat, speecdily
foilowed by ilausea, delirium, loss of acuse, a1 sort of roatlitc-s or
furv, iffs of suessîory--seotietiniies transitory, andi soitctisues- lwer-
inauient-cosvusiolis, paralysis of the Éisnbs,, ecessivec tiit,
dilatation of thse pupil, treniblings and deatis.

Tite severitv of tise syniptonîs dcpend gre.atly, lapon tie p.eu-
liar cesîstitutiaini :tîu ge cf the p)ersoni; childrcn, taro or tiare
years old], hiave died iu two lisour frosin cating sonte of the seeds,
wlierens adîsts who isave Imrtitl-cn freiy of it, liave recovced

fini% anuse d witiouit assy peCnll.nenit ill effeets being( piroeuced.

A fasulily %vhonîl I attended semae years a-0, %vore .11i autackCi
iu thse mnner above dcscribed; tise elidtren voinited liefore 1
reached thse bouse, audspedilv rccovered; but tise f:stlier anti
iotisur, wvlio hand partrilen nmore frccly of it, contiisued iii for

inany day~s, siitinately rccoverisig, but ivitti pennasteslit parùivs!s
of tise exteuisor iuscies of tisa feet.

lit fevcrlev's Ilistory cf Virgin~ia, %ve finl tlie folowissg curions
account of it; ciktets:-': Tite Jestcwon WVced, wliich resonîibles
thse Thorisy AIpie of Pornt, Is-p o ta eu of cftise greuteet
coolers in tise world. Titis being an early plant, 'saï gatscred
vesy )-osais for a boiied siad. by sonie oftie eo!diers sent tisitiier
ta quel! tie reblselian of Bacon; and sorie ôf tîscisi cat IîslcntiftilUy
of it, tlic Ctikt cf %Vhicls was a very pleasisig coînedy, for thev
turneti natural fools lapon it for severai da.1- One iweuld bliw

apn featîser iu tise air; -inothier,%vould tinut straws ait it wsith
inucîs fury; anotiier, starl. naikd,, as sittilig 11p iii a cornter ike
-a nîosieyi, grinning and i nakiig înow rt tin;afrtsvud
fossdily iiss anitl paw% Isis conspieiotan çaicer is tlieir faces iviti
a9 Coliitenalice More atic tisans atav lu a Ditteis droli. Inilistu
frnstic condition tiscy wcre confined, lest, lu tlîcir folly, tiîcy
slsouid dt>trov tlse.snscives. A illousasud simle tricks tlley
iaved, audc aiter clevcn davs rettinati to tlieiiis5eiscs aý ain, not
ressessbrlsganything; thiat hiat passed.'

,uuru ca;cs lis -îitieli dcatls lias talÙan plac afier eatins
titis plant, sulihilt :1l5ô be cited.

2wsl. Plans Toxicodendraîs or Rdcn-l Poison Iii-. Titis
plant le very commets in C.iii.d:t and tlic United- States, gs-owiissg
an tlic barders cf wmode, in the angles of fetîces, and ro-îd sides;
fonicring7 in Jiine ani July, aud i'elang te, the Muas Peitanldria,
Order Týiryniaadt lcNt .n.v ee)nl-lc-o e
candolie. teFniyTrbitîcac e

Tite rat is grenerally trnLiiingr -aieg tie g-ralndc, .sending isp
mmv steu buýît wlicn; it ieet. zivitil sîîport, snob as a troc or .1
~iit will clisisi like ivy to a conssidierable isiglit-

Tite Io-ives ire aitersate, ssspportcd on long î>etiales; the icaf.
lets termate, rioniboidgd actite, smooth Raid siîinisssr; flic Veius on
thie uder surface,.4eighàtiy laisy. Tite iflowers are Suirli, geen-

isli whiite, in paxniclcs witiclaiarc clsielly aibr.Thse Ibcrks ara
rounidisîsi, cf a pale gens colo, tlptro;chissg t; wbite-
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