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IFebruary24th.] B. C. 765. [2 Chron. xxvi ;16-23.
UZZIAH'Bà P111,1131 PUNtiUHir'..

Gsaramr Tm.-" Pride poeth b.fnre dieRtrucation,
an a atj spirit before e fall."-Proverbo 16:

18.

11mai Rxg.aNaGs.-M. 2 Chron. 25 : 1-13 T. 2
Cbron. 25: -4-M8. W, 2 Chron. 26: 1-15. Th. lsa. 2:
1-22. F. lia, 5: 1-12. H. 2 Chron. 26 : 16-22 ýS.
Niumbers 16: 1-35.

JOAsii reigned woll whilo bis old and wise friend
,Jeboida lived to counsel him. Ch. 24: 15: but after
bis dtath ho began to put bis faith in worldly princes
Ch. 21: 17. Botter for him had ho trusted in the
Loord; Po. 118: là, Hoe lapscd into idolatry, and.
wben reproveal by Zeciariala. caused the goed pro-
phet to be atoned to death: Ch. 21: 21, Mattbew 2B:
35 Swift retribution followed. le w" s aitten
with "*great diacases," and, ini the end, the wretched
Mani who had made sbipwreck of hiaself, wai mur
deredan bedbhis own servants. 11ereigned forty
yeara. AmAzi Au, bis sou, of mucb the sane charac-
ter as bis futher, reigned 29 years. le too baaiuen by
aerving the Lord, but by singular infatuation wai
ailào drawn into the wbirlpool of idolatry, and like
bis father met a violent deatît Wbataa eontrast
the kingdurm of Judah now pre8ented to the happy
daya of Jehoebspbat!1

UzziÂE, elsewhere calleal Azarjeh, 2 Kinga 15. L.,
came to the throno at the age cf 16, with great capa-
cities for goverrumont. L'nder him Judah rapidly
rogaiued strength andl prosperity. How eminent ho
wua as an agrieulturaat, a soldier, aud a'mecbanical
enganeor. see v. 1-1,1. lie was succesalul in wars
against the Philistines on one aide, and theArabians
on the other. le restored Eloth, a famous port on
the RIed ,Ssii, to Judah, v. 2. and. juat as long as air
souglat the Lord, ho prospered v 5 .But hia pros-
poraty proved tto mtacb for iia-" W/in he is,
etroa2i reis heart iras lt/*ted( up to h in de'tructioa, v.
16. He becarne proul and prezumptuousq. arrogat-
ing to hîmselt the raaht of doîng wbat tUod baï ex-
presly reaerved toi bis cousecrated priesthood. This
appears to have bean the one blot on his character.
Ho je not chaurged with idolatry andl the <trosser vices
of bis predecessors. Ile feli int the opposite ex-
treme. by intrudini, into the temple of t he Lord to
laurs iav-unue. llad ho forgotten ho w Jéroboam had
been punialaed for tbis vory thîng ? 1 Kingas:-.
WVit ho flot well warned of the smn he was going to
commit? v Id. Suroly ho knew the Law -in sncb

imatters, 1 Chron. 23 : 13. Tha t it wus is mauch ae
bis life was wortb to do this, Numbers 3 : Io. Yet
e persasted : flew anto a aauion .tbreatened,
ose p bts msav, the prieqts with death if they inter-
eredi witbhj bin.I tbe very act. ho is amitten witb
eproay-like (lelazi. 2 Kingq, 51 . 2'. and ilacapaci-
tted for bis duties which devolvel tapon bis Son
othan.. lie liveal. however. toian advanced age-

i egn being the longest. but one,ofavf h
igofJudah 5!years. Mlention is made by Amaos

kip. 1 : 1. and by Zechariah Ch. 14 : 5, of an earth-
qaake during the reign of ( rzzilah wbich Josephus

finects expreaaly witb this gacriligiouas attempt to
eforincence. (Antiquitiosi : ltiSoct 4.)
LEcARx front the history of thecs threo kinga bow

''it is for Young mon of good dispositions, fine
oifbilition. and splendid aceomplishments to make
hipwreck of their soiels, and how needful alwaya
o sîrayer, Lois]d us not auto teanptation." Thores a itoos arguament hors for a properly ordainçJ
argIinistry; and, very obviously, wo are tauglat a ho-
aing reverence for sacres] things. Ou£ Bsa wil-
1indulteal in leadii te rtain ; James 2: 10.
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March 3rd.J B. C. 74C-723. [2 Chron, xxviii :19-27.
AItAZ'S P~igikS1STriT WIVKIEDNIES%

<OLDUn Tax'.-"And in Vtae time. of lais dircu
did lie ireaa a,<t more aguiat thec Lord: t(Aie i.
ahtat kingeiha.-Verie 22.

Iluit RwiADro.- M. Isa. 6 : 1-13. T. 2 Chron.
'l: - -9.W. 2 Chron. !8. 1-18. Th. lIa. 7: 1-Zi. P.
2Chron. 28.1-2t. S. 2 King@ 16: 1-ait. S. Isa. 8

5-22.

JOTaAX, Who acted ai regent f,>rhis fatborUsulah
after ho waa amitten witb leîîropy. suoceeded hian at
lais deaith, and had a piosperous reign of 16 yoarm.
Aýil we know about hian i» contained in Ch. 27-oaaly
runae versesi, but froa thitt, it may be inferred that
hc witas both apioum and an enterprising prince.

AIIAz, his eon, waas twerat. or, na acme think,
twetity-five, wben ho began Lais reigo of utS y sari
duaaatiun. 0f ail tno kinga ()fJudab ho waa the
Nmorat-bis genairal charact er clope ly resemhl i ni that
Of Abab, tue wiceesat kitg uf (<'rakl, ( Kings tt :
25. Othera began wcll and, allerwardi yielding
to teanptation -fl l fruain, grace : but Ahaz waa bal
fi-en the very beginaairg. Nîtwîtlîstanding the
:tdvaiatagep of educatinn, and the ogood examnple of
his tdther. ho ;alunecd dceper into the mire si every
ste p In the tirait place. las becaine an unaliagu sied
idolater, v 2.-exercising his authority to extend it
with thae intcnaity ofa passion, and with the igtor-
anc of a heuathen, Pacrifioing -toi the goda who
auiote hjm,." v. 23, and in defiance ofOaid. Ses also

2z Kings iti: 19-4). To complete hiti wlckednesa. ui
one divested of natural affection as well ui religion,
hi- /,urne d hineh ihadrena ina the,- tire Vo Moloa-A. v 3.
To these crimes he added the @in ofsacrilege. for ho
et in jaieces the vesiela of the temple, ah' t Up its

doors to prevent the worahip of0;od, and made him,
idolatrous altars in every corner of Jcrusalem. On.
of these altara is partioularly referred to 2Kings 16.
<0-12.

liaS PuNaSaaaaai.-The Syriana invaded bis king-
dom and in one day slew 120,00 of has valiarat mon.
Modemn warfarebhisno parilel to that lii aeigh-
bours. in the Northern lingdom, inattad of sympa-
thiaing. seized the opportunity ta manifeit their
uaadying hatred for Judah, joined the Svrian honte.
aud returned from, a m'.urading expedition bringang
with them toSamaria 2flO captives-mon womea
and children, v. 8. This, ' because they Lad for-
saiten (bd," v. 6, andl in literai fulfilment of what
Joabua had said long before, Josh. 24 : Di. The
treataaaet, bowever. of the8e captives forma one of
the moat beautiful incidenta in b istorv. v. 15. Show-
ing there were etill Ieft aome a*goo 4 darnartans."
"aAt that timo," refera toi the period whera. after a
succession of il renta, thaz ws beseiged in hi&
capital. Thon t,! Edomites and the Philistines took
liossession of the low country'. v. 18. So Judah wua
"'brought low."lecowate o! A z. v. 19.. Isaiah, who
lived and wrote at this' time irives a graphie accotant
of coule of these incursios lsa eh. 7. Even A/tub
hîimbled himself when rebuked, 1 Kings 21. 27; but
Ahaz b:trdened his heart etill more. Alarmed. h.
foolishly a8ks aid ofTiLaa. "PIa-LNastz. king of Asay-
ria, who baud alreadv carried a large number of the
Ipraelitoa ino catptivity, 2 Km gai 1-1 : 29. But aasither
bis obqegauious arpal- 'r, 1 la si er'oaat and thy

en2 King IA:: nor the troassares @tolen frontthe
temple and offered as a bribe, availoal. Re k'4ped
laine arr Had bis reign not been eut ahort by his
carlv death, Jxadash wouli have beon at that lime
annibhi ated . but (bod had botter dayi in store for
1 bs tribo wbich ho loved.

Lwcare bow sad the case of those wbo alespiso the
goodooca and forboaranco of (led, Roman ', 4-&.
What a fosrful thing it in to be forsakea of Hgim in
this 1life. Pas. 2 : 4 ;Prov 1 : 26. liow utterly uaolou
ta suppose that such eaa by any p)oaibility b. yeé-
tored to bis favour inthoe xtworld. Bob. 10:28;
Rev. 6. 16-17.


