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The Cross.”
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tears and heavenly joy -shone upon his
countenrance.

We entered the naye; if was almost
deserted. A few of the faithful were
praying here and there in the shade of
the small chapels. 'The organ was
sweetly repeating a portion of 2 musical
mass which was to be chapnted en the |
following dey. Thedeparting rays of
the sun glittered {ike gold through the
stained windows.  This solitude, har-
snogy, and mysterious light, prepared
the soul for the holiest ‘emotions. The
Jitter was laid dewn npear the eatrance :
of the Choir, and Stephen went o vest
himself. ‘
~~ On seeing the altar, the burning  ta-,
pers, and'the sacred vessels which were
taken out of the Tabernacle, the Peni-|
ient was seized @ith 2 convulsive |
jrembling, an unspeakable terror. He
shook violently in our arms, he buried
his face i his hapds, and some faint
gxclamatiops, espgped him. He gave

"aqs;to understand that he wished to be
placed on his kgees and when we  gra-
stfied him, he fell on his face aud cried :
out Pardor O my Goed! pardon pardon!
The sacrilege was horrible! 1 have
batrayed like Judas! But oh I have
swept so bitterly ! Pardon, pardon !
‘' Stephen approached him, stooped to
fid ear, snd conversed with him fora
edagiderable time, At his words the
Penitent seemed to vevive; his brow
hetame more unclouded, and 2 rayof
hope sparkied in his eyes. '

" Father, said he, in a faltering voice;:
the moment is come, to confess my'
crime. Let all who are bere approach.’
Afay this Jast punishment. , . . :

"~ S{:phen interzupied him My dear
Srdther,-you have begyf 2bsolved, and I
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trizst:énr Liord has shewn you merey in

I nanece.

| which we wish to know nothing, and
prepare yourself to receive the Body
and Blood of Jesys Christ whichI am
about to administer to you.

We all atonce began to pray and the
Penitent communicated.

When he received tbe sacred host a
cold shivering passed over his count2-
He looked up to heayven, press-
ed the hand of Stephen with a sweet
smile, and then a gentle sigh escaped
from his mouth. It was his last.

5, Essex-Brinex, Dosrix,
18th February, 1848.

|

I am directed by the Central Com-
mittee of Ireland, for the Propagation
of the Faith in Foreign Countries, to
forward to you the Repert of the year
just concluded, ard to request, that you
will allow us fo take this opportunity
most respectfuily to pray your continued
exertions in this noble cause, which
every day presents itself with addition-
al claims wpon Catholic zeal and piety.
A very little effort on the part of our
Clergy would place Irelaid the second
on the list of contributors ta this truly
Catholic work. May we then hope not
only for a continuanee of your own
personal exertions, but alsa, that you
will endeavour to enlist others, who as
yet may be ignorant of the immense
good effected hy this Bociety, or spa-
thetic in thegood cause. Accompanying

Rev. Sir,

ponsidefdtion of .the depth 2nd sincerity | thig report you have an extract from
of your sorrow. Forget the past, ofithe truly feeling appeal of his Holinese,



