the almost general prevalence of nox-
fows weeds, and the utter disregard

shown by many of tiwe restd-
enty towards unttompting w0
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hardly nccessary to say anything to
cmplasize ‘the disadvantage of  bad
roads. Any ono who hag over ut.
tompted to drive any distance when
the roads arc bad, will comprehend
the situwation. Those who have not,
«lniply cannot grasp the significance
of thiese words at all, A [armer {vom
o district near tho clty, gaid to the
writer the other day, that he had
notleed In the papers that the Winnl.
peg people were golng to spend some
mauey to advertise to got scttlers for
the district. He added, that if they
woultl turn thelr efforts toward secur.
ing good roads, thesettiers would svon
come. .

The weed question is a.30 more of a
factor in this matter than wmany people
imagine, Dlost of the old farms in
the district are overrun with weeds.
The provincial law regarding noxious
weads has always been a dead letter
in this district. Absolutely no cffec-
tivae work has been done to enforce
tiie law. 'The Commercial has stated
thesg facts over and over aguin Jdur-
ing many years, Farmers wlhw have
tried to clean their farms, have be-
come discouraged by the neglect of
their neighbors, and some have actual.
1y been driven out of the district by
the weed naisance. The writer has
tearned of a number of parties who
have left the district on this account,
fu the matter of weeds, there ig little
use in an individual farmer trying to
«lean his iand, while his neighbors al.
low the weeds to sced and blow all
over the surrounding territory.

here is much room for work on the
part of those who would seek to seeure
sottlers for tuae vacant Jands of the
Winniptg district, and while they are
devising plans with this object in view,
they wmight Just take the cuestion of
rols and weeds into  counsideration
with o view t0 bringing presswre in
tiw right quarter to secure lmprove-
went of these conditions,

PROHIBLIPION ¥YOR MANI-
TOBA.

One of the numerous conventions hela
w Winnipeg last week consisted of o
gathering of prohlbitionlsts, a featurc
of which was tho usual dologation,
which waited on the provincial govern-
went in the interest of the eause.
From the standpoint of the prohibi-
tionist, the interviow with the new
provincial premler was a most satis-
factory one. Premier Mactonald prowm
widd in the most decisive manner, to
carry out the platform of the varty
now in power, to tho {ullest oxtent.
It will be remembered-that in tho
veoent  election campalign, both the
parties promised to carry sut rostele-
tive or prohibitory legislation to the
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fullest oxtent within the yower of the
provines. In the caso of the party of
tho late government, It scenw to le
the oplolon of some prohivitonists that
the government had been piaying with
them, as durlng the years which have
clapsed since the pleblsclte was ear
viedl In Maniioba, nothing has been
done to put prohivitive mensures into
offect.  Jfowever, the temperance ypeo-
ple havo a new “govermmeab to deal
with now, and from the satisfactory
nature of thelr first Interview with
tho now prewmier, they seem to have
good reason to believe that something
will o dono in the enuse which they
advocate. Anticelectivn pledges, as
politics go, ure not always, It is true,
to bo taken literally. In thls case,
however, tho personal pledges of the
primier, sieo the electlons, have veen
fo uncquiveeal that it would seem
the new government really does
Iniend to carry out tho programmo
in regard to temperaunce legislition.

This leads us to couslder what the
government can do. It is evideatly
clearly within the power of the pro-
vineial government to prohibit the sale
of liquors In brokan bulk or for cou-
sumption on  tho premises. Regard-
Ing the sale of liquors in original pack-
ages, tho powers of the province are
10t defined.  Xminent authorlties «li-
fer on thws polnt. The province has
the power, however, to restrict, if not
to Qrohibit,, tho sale of lisuors In «
whaoiesale way, by means of the ilcense
system, which is within the authority
of the provincial government. The
provitice cannot prohibit the manu-
facture of lguors, nor the asale of
liquors by & manuwfacturer, but, as
would appear {rom the recent test
casa i Ontario, the proviuce can com-
pel the manufacturer to take out a
Yicouse. .

The action of the government, in
view of the pledges just made, will e
awaited with keen interest, by a large
soction of the population. The cflect
of putting into effcct the prohibitory
powers of the province, would be to
abolish the treating system, providing,
of course, that. the law. is enforced. On
the oti. v hand there  would probably
We an Inerease in the number of so-
called wholesale dealers, unless very re-

strictlve measures were adopted to
limie the number of whole
gale dealers, Ly means of

the licensing power of the goverument.
There might also be an inerease in the
aumber of manufacturcrs, in the di
rection of small Jocal breweries. The
question of Liotels being allowed to sup.
ply liquor to guests, Is also a matter
whichi would no doubt rceeive special
conglderation, in connection with the
croation of prohibitivo or restrictive
laws. { e

GOVERNMENT TWINE,
Thon the farmers come to deal with
the government, they find that busi
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ness in done on o different basis than
Is their dealings with the regulur
trade.  The bluder twine question is
a sample'of this, The Dominfon gov.
ernutent operates o binder  twine
factory wt Wingston, Ontario,
with the specinl object, so it has been
sald, of ouabling the [armers to get
thelr requiremeunts of binder twine sup.
plled at factory prices. But how is
tits worked? The farmers have the
preferred privilege of buying twine for
spot cash, up to the first of IMurch,
after which datc the product of the
government factory will probably be
sold in tmllk to some party, firm or
company, to be handled in the regulavc
way. There are two points to bo
noted in this arrangement. First, the
farmer must pay spot cash, which s
quite different {rom the usunal long
credit plan on which he buys almost
everything from the retail dealers. No
fault, however, can be fouml with the
goverument for adopting this pian,
1v iIs in fact the only basis on wwhich
they could work., Some years ago
the government s0ld twine on credit
for ount: scason, direct to the farmers,
and we holieve a number of these ae-
counts arc still unpaid., The second
condition, namely; that the twine will
ounly be held until the lirst of March,
is also rcasonable from tie point of
view of the government. The object
is to got rid of the twine, and it would
be difficult to dispose of the twine in
bulk after that date. At the same
time, the farmer must pay cash for
goverumeunt twine and take dJelivery
six moutis before he requires the ar.
ticle. He also in this case runs the
risk of having to carry the twine over,
It case of s crop turning out wu fail.
ure. When the farmer comes 0 pay
cash for his twine six montis before
he wants it, pays cash for [reight
thereon, figures the cost of interest
and insurance, and possibility of crop
failure, he will be wisz to buy from
the local dealer and will probably be
money in poeket by so doing. Tha same
rule will apply to most other thiugs
which the consumer thinks it an ad-
vantage to send away for,

ENCOURAGE THE EXPERI-
MENTS.

Tihe Commercial has on two or three
ovcasions pointed out  the great
injury Jjone to Manitoba and the ter-
ritories by the introduction and en-
forcament of the laws agninst the im-
portation of nwrsery stock from the
United States, During the past few
years o great desire has been shown
on the part of Manitoba farmers and
gardelers to experiteent with nursery
stock, with the object mainly of secur-
ing frults that would stand our sovere
climate., It is the general opinion of
those who have had expericice in these
matters, that it ig o waste of timg and
money to experiment with Ontarlo



