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Death of Kdwin Pardridge.

Tho Chicago Elevator and Grain Trado
Journal has the following roferonce to tho
late Edwin Pardridge, tho great Chicago
speculator who dicd a short time ago: .

« Fdwin Pardridge died at his home in
Chicago, April 17, ay tho result of Bright's
Miccaso, from which ho had been suftering
{or soveral months. Ilo was born on & farm
near Durhamvilio, N, Y., Oct., 24, 1835, Ho
recoived o district school education, elerked
in a country storo a fow years, .nud thon
wont to Buffalo, where ho started in the dry
poods business with his brother. Ifo with-
drow from this firm in 1869 and camo to Chi-
cage, where ho immedintely started in tho
«amo business, Tho i;ront firo of 1871 swopt
awsy overything but his residonce, which he
wnrtgaged and again started in the dry goods
business. lo was remarkably successful in
this business, and commonced to speculatoa
tittlo on the sido. Gradually hisspeculations
grow larger and larger. His brother with-
drew from the dry goods partnarship. After
a time the business was discontinued and Ed.
Pardridge, the plunger, devoted his entire
tuno to speculation.

Soveral times ho suffered heavy losses on
the board, and was op the brink of bank-
ripty. In ono campaign which proved a
profitablo one for Mr. Partridge, ho iscredited
with having out the greatess short line ever
sall by avLy bear. It was not until the cam-
paign was closed, and Pardridge, aftersteadily
tuying wheat on & steadily declining market,
had pocketed his winnings, that the trade
grasped the immensity of his operasions,
‘Ihe leading firms through whom he had
traded compared notes aund found that he
had covered 20,000,000 bushels of short wheat.
Everybody was aghast at the danger they
had just missed. Ho showed by subsequent
operations that ho did not contemplate such
a large deal - half of 20,000,000 was largo
eunough.

Itis good fortuno was largely due to the
queer course he always adopted, ong that no
other than Pardrige could have adopted with-
ont having been forcod into bankruptcy.
e would fight an advancoe a3 long as his
ready money lasted. When that gave out ho
would tell commission men to do what they
pleased, carry him if thoy wanted to, orcover
his lmo if thoy chose tw, 1le would declaro
Ins inability to put up margins, The result
would bo that the commission men would
buy his wheat in ag well as tuey kuow how,
and then Pardridge would pay the losses.
Sowetimes it compelled him to raise money
on his investments, bat the usual result
would be that after tho deal was over, no
.atter how tremerdous the loss, it would not
mvolve more than his cash assots He
would have loft at lcast all his real estate.
He was quite small in stature, weighing
scarcely moro than 100 pounds, yot in that
compact and wiry frame was enough great-
uess to make his associates in life respect and
fear him. 1is gait was shambling and awk-
ward, he stooped just a triflo—owing to his
carly clerkship in a country storo—and his
cheap sack coat with side pockets was off the
awa pieco as his baggy trousurs. His Derby
hat wasas unpretentious io style &s wero his
solid but plain looking shoes. Pardrid e's
speech was as awkward as his gait. Ie was
awareof this and said littlo, though at the

" <awme time not at all reserved or tactitura,

11is head and his heart wore about all there
was to him. “These were large cnough to
oifset ns insignificant figure, and his awk-
wardness of manuer and expression. Qune of
his peculiar traits was tho drawing down of
one <ido of his mouth whenever be was labor-
ing under an anusual mental or nervous
strain, This was thu only visiblo sign of

T aguation,

Ho was a man of clear percoptions, and his
strong convictions and the nerve with which

he backed thom made him o marked man.
Since 1859 ho had boen a familiar figure in
local commeraial cireles, and for the last ton
yoars, during which he had dovoted himso.f
alinoat exelnsively to speculation, his name
and fame wure world-wido, Probably no man
as merchant and oporator, had been callod
upon in tho West to moot such odds en1 faco
such opposition, and thuese who know him are
agreed as @ his business acumen, courago,
common sorso and kiudliness of heart.
ot s (e,

Binder Twins.

In rogard to cordage, says the Montreal
Gazeite, tho outlook is & vory promising, n3-
peciaily go for bindor twine, and tho gonoral
improssion i¢ that a sharp advance in prices
will tako place as soon as tho demand sots in,
which will bz due principally to the fullowing
reasons: Tho cost of raw material has beon
iucrensed aund stocks were well cleaned up
both in Canada and the United States last
year, and the [act that the market was closer
sold up than for sona years past, consequontly
the large stocks of old twine which dopressed
it in the past, have ben about cleaned out.

Binder Twine Maret Improvement

Very nearly all the mauufacturers of
binder twine have made some less twine this
geason than they have usually made with
conditions as they are, With practically no
carried-ovor stock to meet the difference in
the amount maaufactured, it would seem
that the present visiblesupply i3 not suflicient
to satisfly the requirements of an crdinary
harvest of small grain. There is ono diffi-
culty about speaking exactly on this branch
of the subject. That is this: Many twine
matufacturers are short sighted enough to
refluse to allow any person, no mattor how
disinterested he may be, to ascertain what
the amount of their production is, There
are a few manufacturers who are far sighted
anough to see their own interests and furnish
oxact information to the Cordagoe Trade Jour-
pal. At the present time if the exact produc-
tion of all the twine mills for tho present
season, and the same for last ceason %o this
data, could be furnished to the trade bya
neutral member of the trade like the Cordage
‘‘'rade Journal, and the figures showed a
material decline in productivn, a demand
wotuld be created that would astonish some of
thehalf-awake manufacturersand carry prices
beyond tho wildest dreams of any.

Conditions bave gradually improved in ths
binder twine market during the last six
months, aud now the situation is such that
with a fair crop the present season hasa very
good prospect of ending sauisfactorily and
profitably for manufacturers and merchants,
‘I'his situation has been brought about by a
combination of circumstances which many
porsons in tho trade have coneidersd most
untoward. Perhaps tho foundation of the
improvomoent now noted was the backward-
ness of smallar jobbers in placing their orders.
This rsulted iu some manufacturers curtails
ing their production so that they bave had
their busines well in hand during the wholo
season, Then the course of sisal hemp prices
mada manufacturers very conservative about
running their milis beyond the linuts of the
orders on hand. These elements having
strengthened the market, it is very apparent
what dobt of gratitude is due to president
Frauk K. Sturgis and vice-president William
C. Lano, whoso restricted the production of
the Uuited Status Cordage Company last year
that it carried over little or no twine. IHad
thoy heeded tho mistaken advice of some of
their advisers there would now be great cloud
over tho market. It is becoming apparent
too, that, as the Cordago I'rade Journal fore-
tald on September 15, 1895, tho * manufsc-
turers havo an opportunity » this season “ in
the binder twino trade that they have not
had in recent years.' bocause thero was

‘““littlo or nothing in the way of stocks in tho
country to ineet” whan tho season oponed.—
Cordago T'rade Journal,

Hides.

The feature of the hide market during tho
past week, say3 the Montreal Ciazotte, has
been the strongor feoling in beef hides and
prices have advanced le per pound, which is
duo principally to the improved domaud from
tanners, an active demand from Unitod States
buyers and the recont sharp advance in prices
in the States of late. On tho wholo the mar-
kot has been mere active iind dealers report a
deeided improvement in business,  Woquoto:
No. 1 3¢, No. 2 4¢, and No. 88¢.  Tho feoling
in lambsking and clips i3 firm at the recont
advance, dealers still paying 23¢ each. 'The
demand for calfskins has been botter, but
prices are unchanged at Ge fer No. 1 and e
for No. 2

Ths June number of The Dehineator, which
is called the summor number. contains a
choice representation of the reigning medes
aod materials, and in addition a special
article on wedding attiro and customs.  Mrs,
Withorspoon’s Tea-Table Chat is this month
especially interesting. Carolyn Halstead's
ontertaining description of the Socioty of
Colonial Dames i3 accompanied by pertraits
of somo of the officers of that order. Tho
fourth paper by Mary Cadwalader Jones is
fully asintoresting as its predeccssors  Mrs,
Charles Sprague Smith tells about Illustrat-
ing as a Profession for Women,and * Frances
Leeds* continues hor exposition of household
decoration by describing the doing over of a
commonplace parlor into a blue and ivory
boudoir. Especially attractive to women i3
tho first of a series of Talks on Beauty by Dr,
J. S. Levisaur, who treats of the care and
and treatment of tho skin. Of like practical
utility is the third and last pager on the Care
of the Teeth, by & well-known New York
dentist, and Mrs. Buchanan's contribution
on Improved Methods of Household Sanitation.
Emma Haywood’s Itlustrations and Descrip.
tions of Eeclesiastical Embroidery and Fancy
Stitches, a chapter on Seasonable Cookery,
notices of New Buoks, and the latest ideas in

Knitting  Lace-Making and Crocheting
are among the other features of this
number of The Delineator, Address:

The Delinestor Publishing Co., 88 Richmond
St., West, Toronto, Ont
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