4-«

%)

306

THF COMMERCIAL.

Mining Affairs,

The past week has been one of unusual sove-
rity in weather, and mining operationshavo not
progressed so rupidly as was desired at the dif-
foront workings, Several companies, howevery
are pushing matters with great enorgy, and we
hear ox ‘'ono whose milling machinery is now on
its.way from the cast,. Three othors are now
on terms for the purchase of outfits, and it is
safe to state.that at least half a dozen companies
will have their milling machinery all fitted up
and a good stock of quartz tocommonce opera-
tions by the time that spring is fairly opencd
up. Thero are A fow others whose stock is being
listed in New York, and what steps they have
as,yet taken towards commencing milling oper-
ations will be made known in a week or two.
There is evidently going to bo no let up to uec-
tive pperations, as soon as spring opens, and
mining, in- the Lake of tha Woods districts,
promises,soon to be a growing industry, und
not o barren ficld for unprofitable speculation,
as sqme people would have us believe it to be.

~Thesales of mining stock during the past

week have been considerable, and would be
heavier,-but there is a disposition not to push
sales at present, as there is every prospect of a
general advance, The heaviest transaction of
the week 3798 probably a sale of Winnipeg Con.
solidated Stock at §0, amounting in face value
to $3,000. ,There have been several smalter
tramactxons in other stocks, and the current
week will probably show some heavy sales. The
exact value of the different stocks ddting the
week it is_difficult to- determine. Winnipeg
Consolidated is still to be-had at 50: Lake Win-
nipeg at the same, and Kowatin lholds firm at
75. From the mining bourse we have the report
of_a prospect of 8 heavy business during the
ballance of January, and morec than one exten.
give sale isnow in course of negotiation.
. *Thenews of valuable gold fields in the North-
west isnow ‘accepted -in -stock centers of the
Uhited States as <beyond doubt, and numerous
comipanics will doubtless be formed there dur-
ing the prescnt year,as the laws there are much
more clastic- regarding joint stock companics,
than n Canada. ° Tliere can be no doubt now
but capital in great quantities will be employed
in mining during-the'next few months, and a
time of excitement and acﬁxity is in store for
the once lonely regxon around the Lake of the
Woods; - -

‘The great benefit that a mining industry will
be to-the North-west, we cannot better deseribe
than by taking the following from an article in
the Aining Revieto of January 6th. :

«Thatanew era is opening the industry of
mining is evident from the fact that the chief
element of its value and permanency are better
understood and are being more wiscly directed
than ever before in its history. As the mag-
nificent cxtent and limitless variety of the
mineral resources of this country are compre-
hended by the people, mining rapidly loses its
speculative and uncertain character and crys.
talizes into the forms of a legitimate business,
poascssm«r tha elements of a substantial per-
manencj, above the many other enterprises to
wlnch men devote millions of capital and a
. hfetuno‘ of energy. .

N .'

“Tho foundation of a -reliablo and profitable
business is measured largely by tlie flold of no-
tivity or tho oxtent of resources to be developed
That mining posseases these.in tholargestmeas:
dre no ons competent to judge will {or o mo-
ment deny. - - S

“The product of any branch of the mining hl-
dustry is'indestructable; is always in demand;
cntors largely into the avenues of every othér
branch of industry—is in fact the foundation
stono upon which thoy are founded, henco there,
is no limit to continual demand which must for-.
over exist.” o :
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American Iron Trade.

Many devices are now arranged to try and
cover up the fact that a period of stagnation is
undoubtedly about to overtake tho iron trade
of the United States, and indeed that branch of
industry has already entered upon such a period.
The recent convention of iron and stecl manu.
facturers at Pittshurg, Pa., no doubt fally
realized the fact; but by fixing scales of prices,
and making other artificial arrangements, put
forth an inefl :inal effort to mitegate the
threatened stagnation. With the opening of
1883 the announcement was made that the
Calumet Iron and Steel Companies’ works
would be closed down owing to the low price
of their manufactures at present, and 20,000
men would thus be thrown out of employment.
Other companies are threatening a similar
course of action, and those dependent upon the
iron industry have to squarely face the fact that
no artificial arrangements can stay the stagna-
tion.

There are many theories advanced as to the
cause of this dullness in the iron trade, and if
tho opinion of such men as Pig Iron Kelly, of
Pennsylvania, were consulted, they would
doubtless advise tho enlarging of present tariffa
upon such goods. There are others, however,
in the United States who believo that too much
tariff has more vo do with the matter, and is
accountnble for the over production of iron
goods within the last fow years. A careful re-
view of the iron trade history of the United
States for the last ten or fiftcen years lends
coloring to this latter theory, and leaves the
impression that iron protection has hed a re-
sult much like the old saying of ‘“too much
care killed the cat.” Tariff eniron importation
into the United States have all along bad more
the appearance of being prohibitory than . pro-
tective, and had the course of trade events been
exactly as their originators intended, they
would have been practically probibitory. Such
4 state of affairs was a great incentive to over-
production, and many manufacturers emharked
in the business who would never have done
30 had the tariff ‘been of a purely protective
character. While the system was building up
s huge' industry for the supply "of home de-
mands, it'was powerless to enter into an export
business, and ‘was thus confined t6 the home
field, and in the event of the demand from the
same falling off, over-production was unavoid-
able if works were to be ‘kept running. Tho
wild fluctuations in the prices uf iron goods-go
to-prove ow -much-over-production has had to
do- with their regulation,” and - the “fact. thay

; at soveral timos prices felly so.low -that. many
railroads imported their iron,'is proof . pobitive
thofn tariff which is meant o’ be- practically
ggohxbltory must prove. a failure’ inet *Gounection

, With & lesding ifidustry of a: great ‘eOmmoreis)
nation. 1f may work. for years in connection
with 'somo minor ind\mtry which is of cSopar-
atively little value to a countty; bt tanifg ab &
rule shoulll be framed to protect indastrylin its
weak and infantine days, and’ whew: they- at-
tempt to raisc it to s posmon of pamperol. m-

"depondence.they uttérly fmlin producing good

“results, and.» botuzr illugtration of this, fact
cannot be found-than'in the history. _of AmeH«

'} can iron 'umﬂ‘ legislatxon.

willig fo Auclent Tinis, "

Under this heading the United States Miller
for January hasa very interesting translation
trom the Der Waltzenmueller of Vienns, Austris;’
from which we extract the following: =~ = -°

¢« In ancient times no mills, even of .the sim-
plest form were used, and no other menns of
meking flour were known, than to-gtind the
roasted grain in mortars, The mortarand: pes-
tle were generally made of wood, the latter
sometimes iron-shod, snd thomartar corrugated
and the bottom furnished with iron points. The
flour manufactured 'in this way was by ne
means fine; and if a finer quality was required
it was produced by introducing inlo the mortar
a finer iron lining. The work® was ;generally
performed by female slaves; but £n ‘quently
male prisoners were used for this -purpose. *

Mills were, however, invented very early.
Even in Genesis we find them mentioned, avd
the ancient Grecks ascribed their invention;
sometimes to the goddess Demetex, (among the
Romaus called Cercs), sometimes té ond.Mylas,
from whom thename of the apparatus is said
to have been derived. Hois repnried to have
founded a sanctuary to the “Mili-Gods,” and
was hiragelf honored asa hero. Even Homer
mentions mills, although only hand-mills, -on
which the female alaves performed the grinding.
By degrees improvements were made, and, ac-
cording to the motive power employed, they
were distinguished as hand, borse, and water
mills. The method of grincing, however, "was
the same in all of them, and the mill was in-
variably made up of two stones, of which the
upper was movable and the lower one station-
ary. Such mills have been preserved from an-
cient times, and in the: Onent they are- atﬂl
in use.

As long asmilling was not mtroduced or re-
cognized as a trade, the mills remained in the
houses and were werked by the female slaves
while singing. But when milling became: &
regular trade, slaves wnd prisoners. yere em-
ployed in perfornmiing the hard work, which
went on both day and night. In order to pro-
vent the Inborers from putting any of the flour
in-their mouths while working;-and perhaps-al-
sodor the purpose of -causingthem still greater
sufferings, they were providéd’ with a- wodbden
collar, After the introduction of Christianity,
these “blood mills,” as they were generally
called, were abolished. In: consequencs of:the
constantly increasing demands::madeori*the

i millers, human power-became jnsuficient-asa




