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THR LUNBER SITUATION.

Mr. Jesse D. Crary contributes to the
\ w York Lumber Trade Journal a very
1« review of the lumber situation, from
w' 1ch we extract the tollowing :

\nother important item in the lumber
world is spruce timber. It is bigher to-
d v than ever before, and we ook for no
lower prices. The stock is in the bands
ol 4 very few operators. A doren firms
perhacs own thres-quarters of wii he
stindiag spruce in Maine, an cqua) num-
b 1 control the bulk of the timber in New
Reunswick, while the spruce timber of
West Virginla is in the hands of a few
operators, and these owners are able to
mainlain a conservativc policy. The de-
mand for speuce for pulp makes them
absolutely independent, and the financial
standing of those concerned makes a con-
secvative policy possible and probable.
kor instance, we know of one firm in
Maine that owns 250,000 acres that could
easily cut 25,000,000 feet a year, that will
be «atisfied to cut 10,000,000 feet. [ an-
ticipate no material decline in the price of
spruce timber during the vear 1904,

Several weeky ago there was manifested
a slight weakness in the upper grades of
white pine, but that weakness to-day has
disappeared and there is no evidence of
uny other weakness. The price cs the
scason'scut of deal has been materially ad-
ranced, but even at the advanced price it
probably nets the operator no more than it
did betore, and perhaps even less, because
of the increased expense of operating.
There is no reascra to anticipate anr inwer
prices in white pine.

Halfa dozen operators control practi-
cally all the hemiock that comes (0 the
New York market, and from all the infor-
mation [ can gain the present price is
being maintained, with no prospect of a
hreak. The present basis of $17 will not
he lower this season, in the opinion of
those mont interested. In fact, holders of
hemiock state with confidence that they
have the situation tully in hand.

There is not a weak spot in the hard-
wood siteation, and 100 reason to believe
that present prices will not be maintained.
In fact, in some respects advances would
not be at all improbable. There is abso-
lutely no surplus stock of saything in
hardwoods. In some lines there is an
actual shortage. There will probably Le
some scatiering lots of hardwoods which
will be offered at prices which might be
called ** off,” but mot w0 with the bulk of
the stock. The probabilities are that
poplar will range from $50 a thousand
feet. Quartered oak will probably ad-
vance, as there is a great scarcity of this
particalar wood. , Plaia Jak will hold its
own. Ash will probably bold its own. In
fact, it may be safely said asa general
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proposition that the hardwood market is
all right and will siny all right.

THAE IIW BRUNSWICK LOG PRO-
DUCTION.

The cut of logs on the Miramichi in the
province of New Brunswick this season is
estimated st 100,000,000 feet, but the win-
ter ~0 fur hay been (avorable and this es-
timate may be exceeded. Last year the
cut on the same river was 128,000,000 feet.
The cause of the reduction in this winter's
cut iv, first, the sluggishness of the British
market ; second, the present high rate of
wages ; third, the difficulty of securing
woodsmen ; fourth, the advatized cust of
provisions and other camp requisites ;
fifth, the long distance to haul logs, which
is annually increasing, and sixth, the
smaller sized logs wh'ch operators are
te! iag out. It is pointed out that arch of
the territory in New Brunswick bas been
cut over once and that the present growth
is younger trees, and correspondingly
smaller,

The stock wintering on the Miramichi
in loge is about 5,000,000 feet more than
last year, and the sawn stock 10,000,000
feet greater, and even at the reduced
winter cut, next season’s shipmeats will
probaby be as large an this season’s.

The increased cost of logs last year,
even with so much lower wages and ex-
penses than prevailsthis year,made boiders
ol saw and pulp logs very conssrvative as
regards selling prices. If this continuea
aext season, the price of lumber will be
muintained, and magy manufacturers are
looking for an advance.

THE DENMAND PFOR BOX LUNBER

There never way a time in the history of
the lumber and box trade when the box
busineus was in more satisfactory coudition
than it is at the present time, s0 far as de-
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them being sold ahead for months. White
pine box lumber is short and relatively
high.

This condition ot the box business cught
to be highly satisfactory to the lumber
trade in general. By following the tread
of the box industry a very accurate esti-
mate can be made cu lumber conditions in
general. W.eo the box business i» good
lumber business is good. 8o loag as man-
ufacturers produce enormous quantities of
goods and put them in cases 0 long will
the country in general be in a condition of
prosperity that svill induce building of
houses, additional factory facilities and
exert a demand for lumber for other pur-
poses that will be large in volume and
strong in price.

So long a* the box business is good
white pine shop lumber may go 8§ or $10
off or to the demnition bow-wows, and
still the lumber business as & whole will be
albright. The box demand is the key-
aote to the entire situation.—American
Lumberman.

HENLOCK.

The prospects are for higher prices in
the hemlock market, and it is generally
believed that with the opening of trade in
the spring an actual conservative advance
will ba made. As the new year approaches

it is possidle to detect a gradual fesling
for the better. From the trend of the
commercial and finaacial reports favor-
able developments in general trade are at
hand. The foeling of wncertainly has
reached its height, says the Misslesippi
Valley Lumberman, and confidence in &
healthy business coadition throughout
the country is prevalent. A large coe-
sumption of lumber is looked for and la
the middle west the building movemest
is expected (0 be quite extemsive. Deal
ers in hemlock have bought sparingtly of
stock for more than six months | have
substituted their stocks rather than bey
additional material ;| owners of two or
more yards have heen shipping from oae
to the other ; meaawhile consemption has
been going on, manufacturers have pre-
pared to curtail production, and all these
causes have resslted in a very smafl
visible supply of bemiock. On this basis
the market is in a decidedly pruomising
condition to grow strong.

Spring trade is oot expected to come
with a rush, as deslers will continue thelr
policy ot retrenchment, but this will nec-
essarily pass by with the advance of
spring. Dealers will be cautious and cou-
servative but not tunid. There is an ex-

m‘ population pressing for aew
to be reckoned with and trade
must necessatily be of good volume.
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Manufacturers and Dealers

.'a‘llll. o Head om . § Trader's Bonk Chambers,
ere Tesawaraa, X. . °©: TORONTO, LAN,
F. MCGIBBON & SONS, "™ ™am

Maouiacturers of Pine, Hemlock and Hardwood Lumber, and dealers in Cordwood
Hemlock Bills cut on short notice.

CACHE BAY LUMBEIL INDUSTRIES.

Geo. Gordon & Co.,

Manufacturers of RED and WHITE PINE

Band - Gang
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CACHE BAY PLANING MILL CO.

.o+ MANUPACTURRRS OF , . .
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MOULDINGS
GBILING
FLOORING

WAINSGOTING
SHEETING

And oll Minds of Dressed Pine Lesmber.

KNIGHT BROTHERS QO.
Burk’s Falls, Ont.

G At o> > KILN-DRIED BIRGH FLOORING S22 fox G
For Sale |MAsoN, GORDON & Co.

Keenan Bros., Limited

Owen Sound, Ont,

RARDNOGD, HEMLOGK AND PINE LUNBER

We carry a full yupply of native Hardwoods always on hand and solicit your inquiries.
At the prevent time we have piled st outside points about 3,000,000 fest of Hard.
woods, and abowt the same quantity of Hardwood, Hemlock and Pie piled bere in
Owen Sound, and we should be able to interest you if in the market.

WILL MAKE SPLCQIAL PRICES ON
BROKEN LOTS AT OUTSIDE POINTS
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H. M. SIMFSON, ‘
I

WROLESALE TINOSER
Montreal, Quebdbec

'Vm. 'l'hl.c. Mills, Timber & Trading
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WRITE POR PAR.YWCULANE AND QUOTATIONS.

qt3 Buwchante’ Beak Dufitiag,
g 88, Jamnes Stvest . MONTREA,

I MAKE A SPECIALTY OF
GCGONSTRUGTION TIMBBRS

in Yollow Pine cn‘ !‘lr.
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ROBRERT STEWART, - Guelph, Ons.




