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spocial dances aro got up for our bencfit. Gonerally some old man hss to
bo sont for who has loarnt tho jig in his youth. Porhaps thero is a call for
Dan Sullivan, and a deputation is sont to his co'tage hard by. After some
persuasion Dan appoars, carrying his shocs in hus bands, which he proceeds
to put on with great deliberation, at the same time chafling the youug men
about tho eizo of their foet, saying their shocs aro like ** haby's coftino.”
Wo make a ning, and the jig begins with great solemnity, o ly four takiog
part in it. Dan dances with much graco and agility, the audience fixing
oycs of onvious appreciation on his feot, asd now and then bursting into
spplause. When the jig is over wo begin to say good-byo, but they beg us
to stay for at loast another set. ‘' It's 8o seldom youcome,” they say ; * it's
too soon for you to bo going ; anywsy, you must como sgain soon.” And
80 wo leave thom still danciog in the golden eveniog sunhight. What strikes
us particularly is tho extrome politences of the yoang meun to the gitls of
their own olsss, ‘There is no clder man or woman present, no one above
thirty or thercabouts, (for as eoon as the jig is ovor Dan disappears, ) yot the
most perfect decorum provails, not o rugh word is heard, or a rough gesture
soon. It is not surprieing that a neoighboring farmer, speaking of the
# Patterne,” should say that he did not object to * this open-sir courting”
for his daughtor, for ono could not imagine o more inuocent and healthy
amusemont. The girls and * boys" are nover to bo secn going to the
“ Patterne” or loaving 1t in couples. Tho girls walk togetber and do nut
join tho * boys” at all.

It is just ac well that these custows should be cbserved in a country
whero marriages axo arranged mors for the benofit of tho furm than with
regord to the affections of the young people. If the eldest gon of a farmer
marries what is called an *“ empty girl,” that is a girl who has no fortune,
that son is froquently disinhented in favor of a younger brother. Ia these
cases the * empty girl” and her rash partner generally go and seek their
fortunes in America, Second marriages are not looked on with much favor;
one man by way of excuso for himself said: * But indoed it was o very
advenced girl that I warried for the sake of the chuldion.” A glance at
the “ advanced girl" explained the opithet as referring to her age and nul
to her views.

Tho tact and ingenuity displayod by the people in saying pleasant things
is often very amusing. An old woman, hearing from a lady that she had no
children, and wishing to make tho best of what in tho eyes of a real Irish-
woman is a misfortune almost smounting to a curse, said: “ You muen't
mind, dear, it's tho highest up families that don’t have children.” On
another occasion an old man, waotiog t5 bo polite, and at the same time to
convey tho truth, said to the doctor who bad asked him how ho was: ¢ Ob,
I'm greatly improved, thank you, doctor, as far as remaining stationary is
concorned.” Sometimes the answera aro unexpected and disappointing to
the quostioner, s when an American tourist, who was both a teetotsllor and
a Home Ruler, lately ssked a railway porter what ho thought about Ilome
Rule. * We'll drink nothirg but whiskey awd porter then,” was tho answer,
The Ametican tried to impress on bis mind the mezits of Hume Rule com-
bined with cold water. DBut tho only reply he could et was: * Divil a bit
of water will I drink when we got llome Rulo.” It would be humcrous,
if it woro not so deplorable, to hear all thst the people expect Home Rule to
bring them. They dream of a country flawing with porter and whiskey,
where the laborer will have no neod to work, the farmer no rent to pay, the
catile-desler no foreign competition, and where tho tradesmen will have
protection,—a country in which there will bo a miltennium of ** no Govern-
mont a$ all,” to quote the words used a few yesrs ago by an Irish member to
an audience of farmers in this samo county.—I2. J. B, in the Spectator.
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BOOK GO3S8IP.

As one turns over the pages of the Century Magazine for December the
sweet faces of Maddounas and Holy Children sre found smiling at the
reader. No less than five exquis’‘e cunceptivns of the Blessed Virgin ond
bor infant are given, ard all aro chaerming, Theso prints are not familiar
copies friom the old mesters, but sre done from paintings of such modern
ortists as Abbott H. Thayer and Edward E. Lommone,  Several poems on
the beauty of that holy motherhood are found. Four lines which a full page
pictura Aitingly illustrates are perfect and beyond criticism :—

‘¢ Bonding, sho gazed upon the little head,
Nor heard a sound.
Her lips, deawn up to bless, were tender red
And kissing-round.”

Many phases of the Christmas tide are kopt beforo tho 10.ders, although the
hackneyed prossic emblems of turkey and plum pudd 'ng«ro kept scrupulously
out of tho pages. Six or seven short stories are full of beliday charm,
“ My Couein Fanuy" is a clover pioce of work—the teirs seom to come of
their own accord when at its close the silent baauty of the soul so hampered
by the infirmity of tho body dawns suddenly on the reader. * The N:w
Cashier,” by Edward Ezgleston, and * A Knight of the Logion of Honor,"”
sre both meditative in their nature, and aro decidediy well done in very
differont veine, In * Lorone’s Religious Lxperienco,” we find a yourg girl
sarching oagerly for the strength which will enablo her to bear a burden of
disappointmonts.  Une of toe stories of this hotiday numbot is, however,
almost unforgivoably poor and smatourish, In ¢ Their Christmag 3leceting”
tho plot 18 excellont, but is 1il-csrried ou!, and an uudue prominence is
given to minor characters. Omno would alwost conclude that the story had
been cut down to fill an empty page by en unskilled hand. The now con-
ttnued stories, * Sweet Bolis out ot Taune' and ** Benefits Forgot,’ are frum
the pon of tho doad author, Wolcolt Balesticr. Musictans will delight 10
tho snccdotal paper on Jennio Lind, whilo all lovers of the siage will paruse
oagorly tho * Leaves from the Autobiograpby of Tommoso Salvini,” That

orudite yot intorosting author, the Rev. Stopford'A. Brooks, has a myderly
articlo on Browning's art. % Pieturcaque New York"” js well describel by
Mzrs. Vun Renssoloor, and her exticle is also ebly illustrated. Tho variusg
departments are full of interest, snd one may well close the number wi'h a
hoarty laugh over the dialect poow frem the pen uf Joln Whitcowbe Riley.

The compleio novel in Lippincott's Magazine for Decomber, “ Posrco
Amereon’s Will " is from tho pen of Colonel Richard Maloolm JTohnston.
The plot of tho slory is entiroly novel and the uaveiling of the shrowd tr' %
ory of tho villain Willy Ameorson is sure to delight the roador, The minor
characters spoak and aot most natarally, and the flavor of old-timo Georgia
lifo is pervorive. Tho short story of ** An Honest Hoeathen,” by Ella Stor-
ling Cummines, tells of un intelligont young Chineso who could not reconcile
iho nctions of his American friends with thoir religious Ideas, and after a
sovoro strugglo roturned contontedly to his heathon gods at Canton. In tho
Journolist Series Msjor Moses P. Handy gives an interesting account of the
surrender of the Virginius, China lovera will gloat ovor the well-illustrated
articlo on the old cbina factory of Tucker and Hemphill, and intending tra
vollors will foilow in the footsteps of Floyd B. Wilson through the * French
Chsrapagne Country.” The lives of many noted mon aro all sketched in
this number. Spencor, Sardon, Robert Lincoln, Philiipa Brooks, Renan and
Tennyson oll rocoiving due ationtion, Many bright poems are given, and
tho pages in whick tho caricatures are given aro eves above the average.
Published by J. B. Lippincott & Co., Philadelphia, Price twenty-five cents,

Tho Countess f Aberdeen, who keeps eighty servants in her home in
Scotland and is considered to be the ono woman in Groat Britain who has
como closest to a solution of the servant-girl problew, will tell of her methods
of treating her help, otc., in an srtizle for The Ladies' Ilome Journal
outitled * How I Keop My Survants.”

Tho January(St. NVicholas will contain tho opening paper in a geries that
nagazine is to print on leading American cities, illustrated. In this articlo
Colonel T, W, Iligginson describes Baston in a way to interest boys and
girls in the literary history of that city. For future numbers of St. Ni:/ulas,
Dr. Uyman Abbott will write of Brouklyn, Eimund Claronce Stedman will
describe Now York, and other famous residents of the different citins will
describo them.

“ The Potted Princees ™ is the title of Rudyard Kipling's East Indian
fairy story which will appear in the January S¢, Nicholus with Bircn's
illustrations.
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of Tlqua, 0., says the Phy-
siclang nro Astonished,
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Complelely Cured by Mood's
Sarsaparilla,

Mrs. Mary E, O'Failon, a very tutelligent
lady of Piqua, Ohto, was pobsoned while as-
sistiug physiclans a4t an autop.y & sears ago,
and soon terriblo ulcers broke out on her
head, arms, tongue and throat. Her hair all
came out.  She w ,ghed Lot 73 1Ly, and saw
no prospect of hidip, At Last S bun to
take ovud s Sarsapaniia and at onco ime
proved, could suot gt vut of bed and walk,
Sho says: I hecame perfeetly cured by

.Hood’s Sarsaparilla

andam now & well woman. 1 weigh 123 1bs.,
eat well and do the work for a largo family,

My caso secms a wonderful recovery and
physicians look at mo in astonishment, as
almostiilco one raiscd from tho dend.? |
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; Tho bLestin the world, wid uot surcak
the clothes,
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HO00'8 PILLS should bo fn overy fanally !
mediclae cliosl, Oncouscd, always pzoferzed, .



