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Don't go, sir" said the tergerint, eagefly siretching forth a hand. " Il -

it isn'î as you think, air. I have been kindly cared for. They're not ail the
ruffians down there, and the inen wvho issaulted mie will be fully puriished.
I've been quitc as welt nursed and fed and bratidied and bandaged as though
I'd been carricd right to hospital. Indeed. 1 don't need ansything but test. ani
1'il be ail right in a day." SIC

IlBut I think Dr. Quin ought to sec you and satisfy us you arc not
injured."

"Bc satisfied, sir. The doctor lia,4 eeen m-.."
"Why, but how ?-where ? He was here ail day, and only ment do

away ut sunset. He joiined me at Dunraven about nine o'clock, ond
hsdn't returned when 1 came in. Did hie find you and bi[ug you back?' teî

Gwynne hesitated painfully again :mi
1 l'he doctor saw ne this evening.-down Dient %here 1 wns hurt ; but 1

got back here %vithout his hcelp, sir Lieuiteiiant," said the soidier, suddeniy, an
Ilthere arc one or two ihings connected with tbis day's work that 1 cannut
tell. Cone vhat may, 1 mutst flot speak of theni even to the calptain." mi

Perry %vas silent a morne -t. Then he kîndiy atiswered,- ni.
I do not ihitik any one here xvill llicsît )ou Io tell what you con8ider %v

it might be ungrateful usr dishonorabie in you to reveal. 1 will do ivhat I cau to
to seo that your 'wishies aro respcctcd. And nom, if you are sure I can do %V
nothing fur you, good.night sergeduit." And thc officer held out bis hand. jtý

IlGood-night., sis," answered Gwynne. Hc hesitated one moment. It w
was the first urne since Lie entured the service, nearly fîve years before, that
an oflicer hiad offercd Lini bis hand. lt was a newv and strange sensation. ca
XI might flot be "giod discipline " to take advaîîîage of it, but there were ci
othtr reasons. Gwynne iooked up in the fratik blue eyes of bis lieutenant
and read something there îliat told a item story. Out came a haud as by
slender and salieiy as thai of the yotsig ( ilfccr, and the two vers: silenîiy %ç
and firmiy claptd. t

I iow can 1 question Liru ?" said Perry to hiniseif, as lie walked siowiy le
homeward. IlIs there not sonicthing 1 ai» holding back ?-sonething 1 e
cannet speak of ? JJy Jupiter, can Lis be the saise reason ?"
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At just vhaî. bour the post surgeon reîurned to Fort Rossiter that nigh t

no one seemed to know. lie was prescrit nt sick cal], and imperturbable as
ever, on the following morning, and tLe few officers who ivere at head- Y
quarters after guard niounting were able to athim that the colonel bcd been y
courtcous as ubual in his greeîîng to the miedical officer, and that nothing o
wbatever had been said about bis being away so late tLe previous evening.c
Captain Stryker came home soon aftcr midnigh:t, Lad a bni talk with bis s
colonel, and 'vent over 10 tLe stables to insquire into Gwynne's condition
beforo Le ment t0 btd. l>aîke went into, Perry's toom alter Inorning stables, 1
and told him as lt mas yawvning and strecing in bied, îiîat the f
captain liad Lid quite a long talk %vith Gw>3 sine that morning, and thai
-1 sorncîhing iva% up,"-ho didn't know %%hat. Lier ini thc day Ilerry %vas
sent for by Colonel Brainard, and fouind the commanding officer in consul-
tation wiah Captain Stryker and Iwo olher Iroop-comiranders. At their
rcqucst lie repeated the.,tory of bis adventurc at Duntraven,. begi nning vrithi
his instruction~s to the mien lie lefi at the gale, and eniling wiîh oId Maitland's
swooning ; anid abilu au [tour after Le hiad'frniattd Le saw the adj liant wiîh
a strait escort ride away down the valicy, and rightly coa.jecturt d that the
colonel lîad suitî a lettcr to Dunrziven), inquiring into the cause of the
assaults 'in two niiembers of !sis commnand

Battaliosi d.:ill kept iiîî occupicd ail tnc rnorning ; a garrison court con-
ventd at noon and sai untîl skirrnisl brgan ai 3 P. ni. ; and s0 it hnî'poncd
that not tinlil necar parade did hie find a misut .is uie 10 hinisclf He
longcd te sec Mis. 1,awrcîîce and question lier as to, tLe nature of the
IDiiirivcn stories " site had încniined ; for whFat lad been a niatter of

indifféren.ce to bum then bad suddtnly becomc of vivid interest. There were
ladies silting on the Livrenice gallery, bc could îlainly sec, as the cavalty
ofliccrs came trairng in fromn afternoon stables, but he could nc,î hope to
ask or hecar anything about B matter so near Lis hecart in tLe presence ofi so
mauy syrnpathctic and intcrcsted listeners. tic kept away towards bis own
gaîc, therefore, until lie saiw that thero, leaiîing on the gate-post, and ap-
parcntly awaiting hlm, stood Dr. Quin.

F'erry irouid gladly have avoidcd tLe doctor . the antagonism hae was begin-
ing to fccl fur hum %vas of a charactcr that would hardly brook concealment.
Cordial and joyous in manner as bu was bu almosi cvcry mans, womnan, and
child hae met, it was i] the more noticcable thnt to the vcry few whomn be
held in dislikc or dîstrust his bcaring was cold and repellant in the luet
dcgree. Sumcthing blid hlm the doctor was there to speak to hlmi about
thcir chance mîeeting at Dunravcn. lie did flot want to si cak to him at ail,
just noir. Yci how could hc hope to have these miuc'. explained without
a meeting and a talk ? While the other officers strolled over and sîoppcd,
mosi of theni, in front of the group of ladies at Lawrencc's, Ilerry stallced
straight across thei parade and the boundary road, with bis bluce yca, fixcd on
the doctor's face.

The latter was studying hlm as ha came, and doubtless read tbat expres-
sion of coldnese and disîrust ; possibly hce resenîed it. At ail cvcnts,
something prompted Liai to speak in a tonte less cordial than lie Lad ever
employcd towardls Ferry,-" a youngsur wron 1 thoroughly approve of,"
as Lie said belore hc had known hlm a weck. Stili lcauing on the gate-posu,
and rcsting bis head on bis hand, the doctor began:

Mr. Perry, 1 have been 10 sec you twice to.day, but couild flot find yoit,
11 uanted to speak îvith you on a malter of soutis importance."
' You cotîld have found une on drill or at the court, if anythin ' immediate
s niceded. 1 have been noitere cistc, except tu stablec3," said Perry,
rtly.

IIt was a personal mater-a somewlîat cibirraasing one,-and 1
>uglit best 10 sec you clone."

W~eil, Lere I arn, Dr. Quits: drive chead and le us have it."
1I wvanted to ask you if, %while you werc ai the rancih last ri;ght, you saw

ything of a large signet-ring, îvîth a crest aîîd motto cngraved on tic
ne.'%

"I did rîot,-uiless you inean the one Mr. Maitiand wore."
"The very one 1 You noticed that, did you ?"
"1 noticed he had sorneting of the kind o11 lits left Land wben hc came

"And it was nowhiere to bc found airer you went away. You may
mieiber you were chafing anid slapping iliat hand ; and 1 thought you
ght have accidently removcd it ai tuat time."
"lThe reflection is flot a pleasant one, Dr. Quin," said Ferry, îvith an

gry liglit in the bitte cyes.
Il Iardon me, MNr. l>erry: 1 put it cwkwaýrdly, but I mnti no r flection

iatever. Mliss Maitia..d mentioned your efforts t> restore the oid gentle.
an to consciousness, and togeiher we searched the sofa and the fi )or aCter
e had put hlmn safeiy to bed and discovered tLe loss of the ring. It is ona

which lie attaches peculiar value, and 118 ioss Las preyed upon him.
hile 1 know very n'el you could flot have tLe ring, 1 vas asked to ascertain
you rcmettibercd seeing it, and so establisi MNr. Maiîiand's baude ihai it
as on Lis finger irben hae want 10 Iluat room."

Il I was ; but 1 do flot recollect has being on bis hand aftcr he mvas
îrried to the sofa. XI would surely have attracied my attention %rhile
hatiflg il."

IlThe parior, bail, an.d Piazza Lave bten swept ind scarcbed, I arn told
y this note," and the doctor indicaied a litile missive lie hield in Lis hand,
'hereat Pcrryzu face did not brighiten, Iland w:th no success. 1 iras aqked

inquire of youi, and if it Las antoyed you, as I ien by your manner, îîray
:t iliat be my apology. Then 1 arn tu say you sawt it whion M1r. 'Maitland
niered tbe rooru, but flot agaîn V"

Il 1recisely ; unles3 voit choose to add to your correspondent that the
ext lime I am associated svith rnissing propenty ai Dunraven 1 would prefer
o be questioncd direct, and flot through a third party."

A quiet smie shone for an instant on tbc doctor's grave face:
Il1 icar that 1 have flot accomplished mny mission very diplomnatically,

Ir. F erry, and 1 amn sorry to have vcxed you. Thue colonel tells me, by tie
~ay, thai I oughi to say to0 you that the reason I iras so long in reaching
'our party lasi night wa% that 1 iras detained attanding to another case,-
une of our own men. Good-cvcning, sir." And, raising Lis forage-cap, the
loctor walked siowly and xvith dîgnity away, leaving Perry tocs surpnised to
;Peak.

IlThe colonel told him to tell nie !"' wns I>erry's wondering soliloquy ai
ast. IlThen 1 supipose Lie must bave told tbe chirf roine story 10 accouni
or Lis being anay." It was pretty evident from the young feliow's maniner
as Le enîerz-d tic house tuai the story was flot one wlitch struck hilm as being0
entitled to confidecnce or consîderation.

On tLe table in Lis littie eitîing roorn lay a dainty note. XI iças not the
firsi Lie liad receivcd under ibat superscripîion. and lie Lad flot been slow to
open and Tend Iliern. Il anything, tLe cloîîd upon Lis iorchcad seed to
dee1 ,en at si-lit of it. lie picked it ut), loîoked irnîaîiently at the addrcss,
hesitated a mumrnn, tossed it back on luis dcsk, and irenu into tLe inner
room. Ile îvuuuid îlot read lu nom' ; it iras; aimost parade-time ; lie Liad t0
balLe and changtî lis dress, ir.afiter parade lie mras 10 dine ai the quarbars
of an iniantry friend. and Captaiîî aiid Nirs. lairretuce were to bc of tic
parîy. Alrcady ut %vas noied that irben, any of tLe few infantry psiople at the
puost gave a litile Ica or ditîner au whicL oniy ciglul or ten wcrc gathered
together, tLe Beiknapi wer- not invited on the sarne evtniag wvith Mr.
Fe'rry, and vice ,:erwa. %Vhcn IParko came in, whitîing and singing and
bangîug duuors and niaking ail manner of uncouth nuiie in the exuberance
of Liî boyish spirits, Lie baiîed iuîîo l'erry's domain, as was bsis wont, and
begant a raiting comment on tLe evenîs of tLe day.

-J3y the way," Le broke in, suddenly, Ilwe can't bitL go to-morrow ; and
1 suppoee you want t0."

C o irbere ?"
"WLy, oui wiib tLe hounds : to.rnrrrow's the day, you k-now."
"Ferry gave a wbistle of perplexity. Thc colonel Lad promissod the

ladies uhat iliere should be a big run this very week. AUl the fleet houruds
of the cavalry battalion irere to be out, and ail the officers whqo could be
spared from tLe day's duties: a detacbmenî was to go over labo the vallcy of
a streams somt ten miles away, piîtet tents in the siîade, and there set lunchcon
for tLe catira party ; Lorses were to bc provided for the ladies iro cared t0
go rnounicd, buggies and 'lbuck-boards " irere to convcy the others, and il
irasto0be a gala occasion. Antel ope, coyote, -or j ack- rabit,-any four-footed
gains the prairie aftorded iras to hc Ilcourseaî" ini due state and ceremony;
tbe ladies Ilin aubte death " irere to bc cî:owucd and subscequently prescesed
wiLh trophies of tLe chase more sightly than the mask or brush au naturelI
The affair had becn gaily talked over that vary ovening of the coloncl's dianer,
buti tLe avents of the pravious day and the perpiexitits of the ona just closiîg
bad coznpletely driven it aIl oui o! bis head.

Anîd yet ha iras engaged to iide miii Mrs. Belknapi-the Amazon of
Fort Rossiter 1 and for the first urne in bis life Ned.Perry would bave
been glad of au excuse te get away froni a gallop wiih an accornplisbed
iju'esiri-cn:rc.

IlYou dora't ncan ta say you Lad forgoîtea it F" asked Pake in amaze.
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