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The Herse (luards has recently furnished
us with an nddition to the Tield Sorvice
(Batt Se¢ p 281) viz — The formation of

.column from line on o central company, all
the remaining companies moving in rear
This manceuvre, although -~onsistont with
the principles involved in the new gystem of
Doployments, can scarcely be considered a
very important addition. And it may bo ro-
marked that, so far as I rm aware, wo are
indebted solely to the VoruNteer Revigw,
for the opportunity of becoming acquainted
with the order, for Ido not remember to
have seen any Generel Order in the Gazette

At p. 345 (Echellon movements) wo are
told that the curaberous and tedious process
of placing companies at their proper angies
in echellon by the wheel of coverers from
the 7Tth file is applicablo only to Instruction
Parades, and that such manmuvers should,
on general occasions, be excuted on move-
gblepivots. Itisthereforosomewat remark
able that no provision las been made in
Section 33 to extend tho principle to the for
mation of line from open columns at the
halt. )

Something like the following inserted in
Soction 33, would, I venture to think, be
quite as useful & manwuvre as the one Jjust
promulgated.

An open column forming line on the front
company from the halt, on moveable pivots.

In this movement the caution will bo, on the
move—form line on the front company ~the

cominanding officer will then give the order
remaming companies—or the move left (or
right) wheel—the whole—quick march. On
this command the front company will move
straight to the front, halting by command
of its Captain on the word forward—given
by the commanding oficer to the remeining
companies when thoy have completed tho
eighth of a circle. In‘all other respects the
movement will be performed as laid down in
No. 5 cf this Section No. 33,

VALUNTEER RNCAMPMENTS,

Pernaps a hint of a mild evolution or two
in strict accordance with existing reguls tions
may help to pass the time while the military
autborities decide when they will address
themselves to the solution of the broad pro-
blems which Iie before them. ,

Inotice in the published accounts of the
recent Cavalry and Artillery Camp, the re-~
petition of an error which struck me, as
being 4 dehberate wasto of opportunity for
acquiring o particularly useful species of
practical fmowledge. I allude to the tents
beng pitched by the Regulars for the Vol-
unteors. Volunteers do not require (how-
ovr kindly the intentions of tho Military
Authorities) to be treated as holiday sol-
diers. If a volunfeer is worth his salt he
goes into camp to learn all that he can cram
tion the limited time allowed him, and he

ought to have the opportunity sfforded him
of practically working out overy detail of
camp life. Suporvision and instruction by
Regulars 1s 8 boon,but the Volunwers sho 11d
do tho work themselves. it was the samo
thing at Thorol.. Whenever o Volunteer
Battalion goes out of Camp, 1t should bo
mado to strko 1ts own tents, and whenever
s Volunteer Battsuon goes into Camp it
should bo made to pitch them for itself.
There were dozens ot Cadets at Laprairic in
1865, who would have known nothung of the
routino of pitching a camp, 1if they had not
gone down to the camping ground of tho
Rogulars, when they arrived for the field day
and taken notes of thewr procecdings. 1
have not yet procured Major scoble's work
but I trust, for the sake of volunteer officers
generally, it contams the requsite detail
for pitching a camp.
TOE RELATIVE MEBRITS OF OAVALRY AND
INFANTRY.

The opinion that Infantry in good orderis
indestructible by equally good Cavalry is one
which has of late yeats, especially since
Waterloo, obtamned almost universal crod-
ence, at least among infantrymen. This
iden is, to & certain extent borne out by the
axiom laid down in the Field Exorcise, that
an infantry soldier, properly trained,
should bo a match for a cavalry soldier.
Thecharges of the Mamelukes on the French
squares in Egypt porhaps scarcely bear out
the theory, the conditions of descipline being
unequal. Neither does the breaking of the
Persian squares at Xooshab, for a like rea-
son, give to the reverse proposition.

The battle of Waterloo itself certainly
afforded strong cvidence in favor of Infan-
‘“try, as, althongh ¢ Napoleon's horsemen
“inundated the field, drove the artillerymen
*¢ from their guns, careered in tne intervals
“of the squares, and seemed masters of the
“ ground, they failed to make a permament
impression.”

A certain sanction is also lent to the opin-
ions of those who believe in the innate sup-
eriorty of steady infantry, by many records
of the latter part of tao middleages. When
1t first became apparent that a well organiz.
ed foot soldiery was at all capable of hold-
ing its own against the cavalry of the day—
a cavalry, be it also remembered peculiarly
formidable from its iron weight, and length
of weapon, to an infantry as yet innocent of
firoarms., The following passages from Pres.
cott's account of the campaigns in Ttaly of
Gonsalvo de Cordova, (the great Captain)
against the armies of Charles VIII of France,
will perhaps, in thisrespect, be not uninter-
esting.

**The astonishing success of the French
* was still more imputable to the free use
‘ and admirable organization of their infan-
% try, whose strength Iay in the Swiss mer~
‘cennries. Machiavelli ascribes the misfor-
“ tunes of his nation chiefly to its exclusive
“ reliance on cavalry. This service, during

“gred among the Euvopoun nations by Ji
‘““most important ; the borso being styly §
1 7 way of ominence “The Battle” T,
““mer orablo conflict of Chiarles the Boy
“ with the Swiss Mountaineors, “owevar, i
* which the lattor brole fn pinres the
‘“brated Burgundian ordonance, constit .ty Ji
‘'tho finest body of chivalry of theage, 1,
- monstrated the capacity of infantry , S
* tho Italian Wars At length folly re cstal
**Liskied its ancient superiority
* Tho Swiss were formed into Battaliy,
“varying frum three to eight thousand me,
*“each. They wore liftle defensive armor,
*and their principal weapon was the ik,
** oighteeen feot Joug, Formed inty tle, §
- solid battalivns, which, bristling with spean
*oll around, received the technical appe |8
** lation of the hedyclvy, thoy presented ari, |
** vulnerable front on overy quarter. In . B
**lovel field with free scope for action, thy 3§
**bore down all opposition, and reccived y, [
*shaken the most desperate charges of th,
*steel clad cavalry on their tecriblearray o iR
* pikes. Thoy were too unwieldy, huweiu, [
* for rapid or complicated manw uvers, they
‘* ware easily disconcerted by any unfuresee,
* impediment. or irregularity of the ground,
**and the event proved that the Spunish fuy [
** armed with its swords and bucklers, iy B
“breaking in under tho long pikes of it il
‘ enemy, conld succeed in bringing him , 8
“ close action, whore. his formidable weapn [l
“was of no avail. It was repeating the s, J
“cient lesson of the Roman legion and i § _
¢ Macedonman phalanx." )
We nra further told, in a note, that Po
bius, in his minuto ~ccount of this celebr: A
ed military institution of the Grecks, (i J
‘Phalanx) has recapitulated nearly all 1, B
advantages and defects imputed tothe s fod
herisson (hedge hog) by modern Europey§
writers. Itis alsostated that Gonsalyo,
however, was weak in heavy cavalry, an
fully avoided direct encounter with t: JB
dreaded Swiss battalions.

1t is obvious that the defects incident ; g
what, both in antiquity, and in the mudd :
ages, was nevertheless a magnificient infix g
try, are entirely done away by the re S
mobility of modern battalions ; while ther i3
lative strength of cavalty may bo said tol Sl
diminished, not only by the introduction d S
arms of precision, but also by the wani ¢S
that comparative invulnerabilty, whichz [l
the absence of firearms, must have addels S
much to the confidence of the steele!
squadtons of chivalry. .

So far therefore o. reference toformerpe i
iods would seem to strengthen the opizia REg
of those who maintain the superiority of HES
fautry in tho present doy. Neither dugey
Col. Hamley in his succinct resume of t iy
operations of war advance anything bz
validato that iden as relates to Infuiy RS
against Cavalry unaided by otner arms. &g
the contrary hesays “ Good infantry = g
* has generally, in the wars of the pres S

*t the whole of the middle ages, was consid-

s“cenfury, succegsfully resisted cini HEH



