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four, but the ordinary mombership has
allen off {rom 42 to 29,

The Treasurer’s report showed n balanco
of $30.54. Tho value of the stores belong-
:ng to the Associntion js $2,517.64,

Lieut, Col. Qilmor said be had been ro-
quested to anuounce that Liout..Col. Gzowslki
bad not been able to attend, but thas ho
would renow bia subscription of $100. Also
that the men going to Wimbledon would
recoivo Mortini-Honrl rifles as soon as poa-
sible to practica with in Canada, the Domi-
nion Rifle Club being held responsiblo for
them and for the amount of the ammuni-
tion ; that 100,000 rounds hsd been ordered
for 1875, for practice and competition ; and
that in consequence of o motion with re
gard {o the introduction of steel barrels they
nould be sold at cost price,

It was moved by Lieut.-Col. Scoble and
seconded by Cupt, Mason, and was carried :~—

#That tho Secretary bo instructed to en-
deavour to effect an arrangement. with the
soveral corps and olubs of Toronto, whetehy
the actual expenses of practico may be
defrayed ; and failing this, that the afilia-
tion fee of city corps and clubs be raised to
$10 per battalion, $40 per club, and $25 per
independent company.”

It was arranged that the match for the
resent year skould commence on the 22nd
une. Lieut. Cols, Gilmo: and Scoble,

Sergt. Major Cruit, and the Sscretary were
appointed to arrange the detuils. -

Militia and Defence.

There is probably no ono subject before
the House and the country, on which exists
such wide divergency of opmnon, as that
which relates to tho mulitary organization
and defeace of tho country. From total
disarmament to a standing army, each
theory findg staunch advocites, who ure
prepared to support thewr theories by incon-
trovertiblo argument. Perhaps, in no case
ean the rule, in medio {ulissimus, bo moro
aafely adopted, Between tho advocates of
the millennial docttines enunciated by Mr.
M. Cameron, and the extreme alarmists
who breathe fire and smoke und seo indicn
tions of war in every passing cloud, liesa
safe middle course, perhaps not acceptable
to either, but certainly calculated for the
welfare of the country. Wea cannot afford
to bo defenceless, lest our position should
invite attack; and wo certnnly csnoot
afford a standing srmy that would bo ade-
quate to the defence of the country. The
only solution of tho problem is, therefore, a
citizen soldiery, an armed nationality, For
the proper education of this force, many
schemes have been tried, and each proved
in & certain degreo valueless; not because
of the intrinsic domerits of the scheme, but
because no Government has been willing to
make the questionn national one, and to
dissociate ils interesys from party polities.
Truth to tell, tho patronago, direct und in.
direct, is 50 considerable, the jever isso
poworful that moves some 40 000 clectors—
or at Jeait polilicians—that no Government
has cared to relinquish it.  Therelore, Ad-
Jutents-General have been sacrificed who
trod on tho toes of political mejors; discip-
live has bLeen subveried to save political
friendabips, and wmilitary titles have been
the cheapreward of political services. Honco
numerous bresches of recognized military
ruls, disheartoning to men of military tastes
and habits, who bavo made the subject their
study; misny of whom ho~- left the sorvice
io consequence, Henco the demoralizition
of the forco, which cannot bo kept up to
& proper standard, when its vital interests
are sacrificed 1o politizal? nxigencies, It is

ovidont, tharefore, thal a radical ohange is
necessary, and it was consequently with
somo hope of reliolf that we bailed the ap
pointment of o Major-General to command
the militia and act 88 military adviser of the
Government, in the belief that his high
position and large experienco would place
him above tho reach of petty. politics. Itis
100 soon 10 bazird an opinion whether such
18 tho case or not; but a perusalaf the
report on the Stato of the Militia indicates
an amount of bluff soldierly independence
that leads us to_hopo for the best. True,
his report contains nothing nesw, his sug-
gestions bave been forestalled by others;
his ideas cre crude, and to a certain extent,
arroncous. But the stops he advocates aro
in aright direction ; and were ho to inform
himself more thoronghly before committing
himself to any direct recommeadation, lus
appointment will be likely to prove a great
boon to our militia. ‘I'he errors that he has
fallen into are priucipally induced by class
prejudices, of which it would be absurd to
expect him to divest himself at once. T'hat
of recommending a furtber introduction of
officers from the regular service, as Staff
Officers, Adjutants, ctc., is probably the
most serious. .A regular officer, accustomed
to tho monotony of the service, comes to
regard a soldier ag » mere instrument of s
will ; as an unronsoning mschine. e can-
nov divest himse!f of this opinion when
placed in command of volunteers, Ilia
contempt of amaleur soldiers, his class pre-
Jjudices, and de kaut en bas manner of treat~
ing his men, renders him unpopular, and
consequently unfit to commund.  As a sub-
ardinate officer, ho is apt to decry the capa-
bilities of s superiors who are not * to the
manor born,” and with his inferiors he is
haughty snd exacting. Consequently, he is
aiailure. It is not intended to nrgue that
an otlicer should popularize himsell at the
expense of disciphine; nor that he should
know nothiug of his duties, in onder that he
might suit the 1gnorance of both superiors
and inferiors; on the contrary, itis oiten
the case that volunteer ofticers are more
severe disciplinarians than their comrades
who have been of tho regular service, and
yot they aro better oheyed aud better liked.
To those who huve been on service, there
is & subtle distinction, more approciated
tban explicable, botween the ex mulitaire
and tho volunteer pure and simple, which
renders us predisposed against the rule of
the former, and for the regime of tho latter,
And it must bo taken into considerstion,
that our volunteers, ready as they have
always been to repder a reasoning obedi
ence, are not fitted by education and social
position to act as mere machines; and that
the iutraduction of martinelism is more
likely to destroy their morale than to im-
prove theirdiscipline. Lt us bave no more
importations from tho regular service who
have no hoa:t in their work, and regard
residence wn this country as an exiie only to
be borno for the sako of thewr pay; rather
et us seek out for the servico those oflicers
whose intereats are identified with Canada,
and who know the constituents of tho force.
Thera are many who have distinguished
themselves, many who have qualified them-
selves to take somo partin our military
organization. It is to bo hoped their in
terests will not be lost sight of in making
gew appointments. .

As regards tho systom, the Roportis not
sufficiently radical., A common interest
should unite all classes of the Domigion in
preparing its means of defcoce, and defer-
enca to Quebec should not bo made an
excuse to prevent the perfecting of a suit-

able syatom. Itis, no doubt, a matter of

-

dfticulty to arrange all couflicting interosts,
and to determine upon a correot aud equit-
ablo basis.  But why not-arrivoat such a
sottlement by calling into the councils,
those volunteer officers froimn oach part of
the Dominion, whose experience'in'the past,
and knowledgo of local requiremonts, would
bo some guarantee for o proper solution of
the difficulty ? It is unfair to assume thatn
regular officer, however great bis experience
in tho service, should be able at iirst sight,
to prepare a scheme which shall mdet all
demands, and render the militia: question a
vexod question no longer.--72%¢ Nation,

AUilitia Report. -
The Report on the stato of the Militia of
Canada for the year 1874, with an inliedus-
tion by Major Genera) B, Selby Smyth, izre-
ceived, A synopsis of the report will be
found m tie following paragrophise -

He gives credit to Licutenant -Colonel
Fletchor for his pamphlet on the dofence of
Canada. Since the departuroe of the regular
forces and the abolition of Miritary Schools,
ko recommeonds that s company of engineers
and three companies of infantry bo forthwith
ombodied -one company of the infantry to
be stationed at Toronto, one at Ottawa and
one 1a Nova Scotis or New Brinswick.
Euch of them should havea kighly profici-
ent mstructor from the Royal Army, but
otherwiso be officered from thie Alilitia, The
cffect of these infantry schools would be to
secare & rapid supply of trsined’ofticers and
sergeants throughout tho Dominion, and
those who passed through the schools would
ba qualiied to forma permanent regimental
statt. Healso recommends that the adjus~
art of every battahon should be nregular
army oflicer. Wero such a course adopted,
army aud clothing would be carefully per-
served whero at present loss and waste oc-
cur, and the pay of caretakers would be
saved, A responsible ofiicer would hive to
be permanently at the head quar(ers of the
batialion Company exercise would then be-
comn of real aud substantinl Value. The
heavy clotls tunic has been found too hot for
sumnner dntls, a serge frock, 1o last for threa
years, made ol excellent material mgnufac-
tured in Canada, will besubstituted.  In his
Iate tour of inspection be came to-the con«
clusion that the urms in many cases are
badly cared for, lo recommends thatin
futuro the captains of rural battalions benot
allowed to keep the :accoutremebts oEtheir
companies, but-that they be stored at head-
quarters of battalions. " He had: found the
military store depots at London, Toronto,
Xingstion, Montreal and Quebec intigood
order. There are at. present. 60,000 rifles in
the country, and he recommeunds:that 80,000
more be purchased as soon as.thefunds of
the conntry will permit. ‘The price ofshess
nifles is £2 104, each, The amount of powder
in store.is 200,000 pounds, Theclething in
many cases lias not been well taken:cars of.
Tho active muilitin numbers:45;1387and the
reserve militia 700000, ‘There ard sixteen
Geld batteries, s1x of which aro alresdy’arm.
ed with tho most approved now. rifled fisld
guuns, The Gunnery Schools at Kingston
aud Quebecare praised for their-éffitiency,
He rocommends that the: district 'stafs
shiould only be appointed for-five yeurs, and
objects 1o the largo number of parsons with
military titles throoghout. the .- Dominion.
The Kingstor Miltary College, ho is of op~
inlon, mill prove of great use, andwill'pro-
duce a scientilic cless of officers. # -

The Major Geners) h2s amhodidd ia his
remarks many excellent suggestions, sbow-
ing clearly that he has givelr thsisubjeot
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