yARent 17, 1873,

COUNT MOLKE ON THE PROSPEZTS
OF EUROLDPE.

Count. Molke. speaking in the German
Reichstag on the new military law, and
apecially alluding to clause 1 in thoe bhill,
which places tho efective forca of the army
at401,659 memr in tha time of peace, after
pointing out how necessary tho army is for
the maintonance of order at honte, went on
10 say :—* What are our prospects abroad ?
The succeeding generation, perhips, more
fortunato than ours, miy hope to be rid of
the armed peace which has long bosn inflict:
ed on Europo. I can seo no chanco of such
good fortune befalling us. A great histori-
cal event, such as the restoration of the
German Empire, is not accomplisbed ia a
trice. What we achieved by force of arms
wo may have to sustain by force of nrms
from attack for halfa century Itisinposis
blo to uvoid sceing that we havs acquirad
sinco the happp issue of our last ~ar the ves-
pect of all but tho svmpathy of none.
Everywhere wo are met by the s ma distrast,
tho apprchension that Germany, w, » her in®
crense of power: is to become 2 Jangeious:
neighbor. In Belgium you will find plenty
of sympathizers with Fiines, but few with
Germany. Holland has begun ' rocon-
struction of her line of forts and uwcaos,
againgt whom [ will {not pretend to say. No
German dreams of annexing Holland; for,
though wo conquered chat country at tho be
ginning of the century, il was not for oursel-
veszbut for the Dutch. A prmphiet widely
read in England describes an invasion not of
tho I'rench but of the Germans. Dei aark,
to0. has deomed it necessary Lo augns ut her
fleet and fort Iy the Island of Seelur 1, fear-
mgan attack from u3s. At onc time we
aro credited with the intention o innexing
the Baltic Provincos, at another of seszing
tho German Provincos of the Austriann Em-
pire. France, the ncighbor with whom we
aro most concerned, is reforming tho whole
organism of her army, copying our militury
wstitutions, and passing them off as hery.
She has introduced universal compulsory
service, lasting in all twenly years, instead
of twelve, as in tiermauy. Tho Irench
tioyernment is now in n position to embody
1,200,000 men into tho active and 1,000,009
mto tho territosial army. “'he National As-
sembly, witlinut Jdistinction of party orre
gard for cconomucal corusiderations, is will
wmgiy making the great -st sacrifices in arder
torestoro and oxtend the power of the
army. Moro warlike t'wan the War Minister,
that body has competled him to accept an
additional sum of 17,0:9,000f. in order to call
up the second portion of the conligent, aud
1ls action ia supported by the whole country.
{ beliove that the great wajonty of French-
men are animated by o simcere desire for
peace, but we have zeen how & parly may
drag Government and penple into tho most,
unexpreted  resolutions  The cry wluch
comes to us from the Vosges is the frantic
desive lor. revengs. We do not wish to fol
low our ndighibors in their schems for exten
ding thie nrmy, but, on the other hand, wo
inust Like chro thal it does wot decline.
tue picco effective must be setted for a
long period. Remember that every diminu-
tion of th ¢ effective makes itself felt over a
termy of Lwelve yoars, and o cannol tell
what twalve years may brnng forth. Tho
wildest of men may L dragged into a
quarrel #f o hasa troublesamn neighbor,
L believe thit wo shall show ta the world
that wo are a powerful but yet a peaceful
Ndivn, that  wo do not wislh to make
wir through loveof glory or congriest. In®
deed, I don't know that wo wst:ould do
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with a r;\ox'acl {aken {rom Russin or France !
I hopo that wo shail not merely keep the

peaco for a nu nber of years, but impose it,
as & moral necossity, upon other nations.

hen, perhaps, peoplo will como to see that
a powerful Germany in the centro of Bu-
vope is e best guarantee lor tha peace of
But, gdutlemen, if you wish
for poace, Lo ready for war, and I beliovo

the old warld,

that it is our duty, in the present condition

of Eurape, to declare eithier that we have no
neced of a strong army, or else to accord all

that ia ngpcessary for maintainingit in full
force.”

——— —

MARVELLOUS ESCAPE OF 300 AEN.~—

A HORSE JUMPING TOR HIS LIFE.

Bay Crty, Feb. 24, 1874.—The drifting ice
aflair has turned out not va 5o rdlisastrous as
was at one time reportel. ‘The ico field
drifted in to tho est shorse Mounday night,
and all the men who had not previously es-
caped did so during the night and yester:
day mornimng
the time it went out are now reported safe.

This is the third time this winter that the
1ce e~ (loated aut into open water, the first
time carrying Sniith and  McEwan, aund the

secopd time six or eight men, who escaped
the next day-.

Sime very remarkable escapes were made
over the broken ica.  Among these we may
mention thatof ArthurStevenson and seven
comrades. Stevenson had =« horse and
s'eigh, and withh the party attempted to
como ashore. ‘Thoico wasso badly broken
however, that it wes deemed safer to take
tho horse from the sleigh and Jead him,
leaving tho men to draw tho vehicle. It was
necessary to make tho animal jump from
ono 1o cako Lo anotherin a journey of five
miles over tho broken ice.

It scems almost incredible, but the trip
was mado without serious mishap,and horse,
sleigh, and men camo safoly ashoro at last.
Mr. Stevenson says that all the men who
were within sight of the point where he
landed got ashore.

\We learn of two moa who had no horse,
but was provided with & hand sled.  When
theice broke they wantod to go castward
and northward in quest of somo point of e3
cape, and rigged up their hand sled to take
a ride 2t tho 1ate of forty miles an hour in
tho galo which was sweeping over the ice
from the southwest.
lightning express speed for mite after mile.
‘T'o choose their courso was impossible: on
weont the sled. straight as an ardw from a
bow and abont as fast, dead to leeward,
skimming and singing along over the ice.
Suddenly tho men swwy right ahead of them
a channoel of open water.  Ua they rushed

towards it, and what at first looked likea

narrow atrip of water oproned ot wider and
and wider as they approached it on the
wings of the wind., There was no such
thing as stopping or turning tho
sled, and the strip of water was opening out
the wider every second. ‘Thore was no-
thing clse to be donc; the two muen rollod
off tho sled, onoon cach sido, and went
spinnming along thoe ice for a rod or tyo,while
the sled the niext instant plunged intto the
the open channel and disappoared. The
men picked themselves up, and finally mado
their way ashoroon foot,content to go slower
bt safor than on a sled beforo the gale.
Wo have heard numerous othernarratives
of tho extreme hazard all going to increass
tho wonder that thus far nota single lifo is

reported lost. Tho belicf Iast night was that

tho icowould bo closed up by the wind bo-
foro morning, so that tho men remaining

All who were on the jicoat

They sped along al
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near tho -wést. shora would all come off.
As they have shelter, food and fire. they

will not sufler in the mean time.—~DNelroil
Dost.

— e a ——— —

Swiane  Sereen or  Macdanon.—Irom
France the most important piece of news isa
speech made on Wednesday by Marshal
MacMahon at the Paris ‘Tribunal of Com-
merce, in reply to an address from the Pre
silent of the Chamber. The Marshal said :
—* A large number of workmen will bo em-
ployed this year in the reconstruction of
forts and works around Paris, rendeved ne-
cessary by tho misfortunes of the war.
Among the reasons you give for the fulling
off in tho trade, you mention the anxiety
felt on polilical grounds, aund the persistent
doubt in the public mind respecting the
stability of tho Government, Tshould have
understood these opprehensions a  few
months ago, but now they no longar appoar
to meto have any foundation. On the 19th
November theé Assembly cntrusted the
Government to mo for seven years, and my
first duty is to secure the execution of that
discussion. 1lIave no uneasiness thereforo.
During tho soven years Ishall be able to
make respected by all the order of things
legally cstablisbed, We shall, Thopo, also
sco calm restored to the publicmind and
confidence revive. Confidence is not to bo
created by degrees, but my acts will beof
nature to commangd it.” This speech (the
Times correspondent says) produced a strbng
impression. In the Assembly, one of the
most influential members of the Right said,
in speaking of 1t:—* Hitherto e have bad
to do with the Septennant theorique, wo
have now to deal with the Soptennant mili-
tant.” 1t, in fact, appears that-tha Govern®
ment have resolved to propose the measures
necessary to convert thoseptennial term in-
10 a reality. ‘The I’resse stated a few days
ago that the Cabinet had dotermined to in-
stituto legal proccedings ngainst any paper
which attacks Marshal MaclMahon's term of
oftice, or deniesits legality ; and all the news-
papers with the exception of thoso giving
decided support to tho Right, have approved
this semt-otlicial articlo.

Tue Srean Cror.—A Kingston, Jy, letter,
under 21st Febraary, states that thovaaping
of tho sugar crop had at that date cowm-
monced pretty generally all over tho island
of Darbxdoes, tho canes yeielding a strong,
good sugar, though not quite vipe.  Uan
groat many estales a full crop was expected ;
on others batter crops than last year. Bat
tho failure of tho Deccember rains] bl
shortened tho production by at least 5,000
hogsheads,—although the young crop was
thought to bo mproving vigorously.

An expeditition of ono hundred and fify
men and two hundred wagons left Bozaman,
Mentanz, on the 12th day of February, pro-
visioned for six wmonths, and preparsd ts
explore tle country between Dozoman and
tho Yellowsteno. Carpenters, blacksmiths,
a surveydr. 22 saw mill went with tho
expodition, anl the purpose is to lay tho
foundation of 2 town a2 the head of Yeltow:
stono navigation.

Somo unegsiness is felt in Paris relativo
{o an anticipated movemaut, on tho 16th
inst., in favour of Napoleon 1V., who on
that dato becomes of ago to govern. Itis
stated that tho ex-Empress Eugeniois in
Paris plotting o Bonaparlist manifestation,

A son of Colonel Jervin, and a son
of Sir John Berverly Robinson, Canadiins,
aro said to bo at tho front with tha Biitizh
army in Ashantee.




