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W.T'.M.S. re. Deficit in F.M.S. Funds.

LEditee Presbyterian Revicto ¢

Sir,—Kindly allow another old W.F,M.S. woman a few words
re. the very intcresting letter under the above heading in your
issuc of March 14,

I cordially agree with the writer that the pressing need in our
Foreign Mission work is men, notonly for the reason given, that
women cannot open up new stations, whose doors may be closed
if not soon entered ; but because women can no more do men’s work
in the foreign, than in the home ficld.

Wo do not change the relative positions of men and women by
transplanting them to a forcign 20il, and as, though not sacer-
dotalists, wo do not in Canonda place one consccrated lay-man, or
one woman, on the same planc as our clergy, we must not fall into
the mistako of eXaggerating tho influence of our women in the
foreign ficlds, or of cxpecting from them work which we should
never think of demaunding from our teachers and district visitors
at home, and which our ordained ministers aro alono fitted to do.

It goes without saying therefore that the present demund is
for men.

I join issue howover with my W.F.).S. friend as to how they
are to be sent.

If the contention be, that there is enough money raised for
Foreign Missions, and the only question is, as to its cquitable
division, thc remedy proposed might meet the case; but if it be
true, that the sum totalis wholly inadcquate for ths work to be
done, I respectfully submit, that taking W.F.M.S. fonds for
general work, will not increase, but diminish the amount paid into
the treasury, for slowly but surely tho privilego, or burden, of
collecting all tho monoy needed for foreign missions will be rele-
gated to women, and tho church at large become less awake to her
duty than she is now represented as being.

Assuming that all W.F.M.S, women are thoroughly interested
in tho wholo work of the church, and donot * look only cn their
own things,” may I suggest what scems to me ““a more sxcellent
way " for aiding the F.M.B., while keeping within the limit laid
dowa for us.

L. Why may wo not pay from our funds tho difference in salary
between married and unmarricd men? and thus recognizo the
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sorvicea rendered by our missionaries’ wives, whose labors aro «a
abundant aud as usoful, even in medical work, as though thoy
wero our spociel agents, but whoso agenoy is now acknowledged
only by small grants in aid of their *¢work.”

II. 1f we may, as I am very glad wonow do, pay the salarics
of men teachers in our North-West work, why may wonot mect
the oxpenscs of all sohool work, in all our ficlds ?

. The comparatively largo suma thus sct freo will enablo tho
I.M.B. tosend out new meon who shall propare the way for our
sending out new women; but must bo employed in extending tho
work, not in meeting a deficit.

In conclusion let me ask, if it is not somewhat anomulous that
tho success of a scheme of the Church ashould be a reason for
attacking it on all sides?

The W.I'.)M.S. is not a body of irresponsible women, but a
Board called into oxistence by the church to do a definite work.
Firstit wasblamed for not also doing Home Mission work, though
thero are scores of women in every congregation who do tiot give
to our funds nor come to our meetings. Now it is blamod because
it raiscs too much money.

1t the money raised bo takon from other churck: work, speoi-
ally from congregational collections for Forcign Missions, tho W.
F.M.S. cannot bo too severely criticised, but if it bo extra monoy
given by the women of the church, because ite Board wiscly gives
them full information regarding its department of work, and so
brings them constantly in touch with it; and also tells them just
how mnuch monoy is necded, and how every dollar is spent. I
think the W.F.M.S. Board may fairly reply that it docs not
claim a monopoly of these methods, and, will bo delighted to sce
the result of their use by all the Boards of the Church,

Letter from India.

In Caur, Maxpvaresar, Feb, 12, 1895.

DEeAk Review,—Wo have spant tho past week at Maheshwar
on the Nurbudda river. This place ia called a Dcostan or place of
the gods, but wo made it ring with the name of Jesus. Every
morning we went out in threo parties into the streets and lanes of
the city telling all who would hear the atory of Jesus, crucified
and risen. And every evening wo held a meeting in our “ Gospel
Tent.” If we are to judgoe tho interest by the sizo of the crowds,
it was unusually great at Maheshwar. Wo had larger mectings
than at Dhar. As many as 750 wero assembled one ovening. On
ono day we wero able to preach tho Gospel to nearly 2,000 people.
Maheshwar was turned fairly upside down aud few probably of
its 12,000 inhabitants have not heard at least somo portion of the
Gorpel message.  We heard soatches of our Gospel hymns from
many lipsas wo walked along tho streets. The seced has taken
hold, but it wants careful watering and attention. The work
ought to bo followed up. The authorities are friendly ; the Amin
said we would be welcome and ono of his officials showed his
friendliness by inviting us to dinuer in his house.

Mandeclasur is four miles from Mahecshwar, and is, though not
quito so large, quite asimportant a town as the Subha or head of
this district lives here. Mr. Campbell formorly had a achoolbere,
and ho and his work aro well remembered. Especially one man,
the chief or leader in the Banya casto, has been very friendly.
Ve held our first evening meeting to-night when wo had a congre-
gation of about 400 pecople. They gavo us the best of attontion
and wo havo the promiso of splendid work here. This was oncc o
British Cantonment and several of the bungalows remain, some in
fairly good repair. Alrcady 1 have been asked by soveral if wo
were not going to place & man here,  Tomorrow morning we visit
another largo village about five miles away and in the cveninghold
a meeting in Mandclasur. When wo left Maheshwar it was
ngainst the entrctiea of tho peoplo, many of whom wero very
anxious that wo should atay longer among them. So it will bo in
this place. Thoy would like us to stay at least a couple of wecks
biit we have time for only a fow days. Oh for help, not only to
break tho ground but also to follow up the sowing with careful
watcring and attention. All well, Yours faithfully,

Noryax H. RUSSELI.

I am persuaded that after carneat prayer the mind is clearcest
and the will is freest and the judgment is wiscst, and that then
thoughts como to us most nearly liko Divine messages. And after
kneeling to God our first fow steps aroalmost certainly in the
way of cternal life. It isafter having drawn nigh to God, that
our feclings arc most neatly like Divine guidance.



