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OUR SUBSCRIBERS
wwifl please solice that as new financsal arrvangenents
kave been made for the carrying on of THE INDEPEN-
DENT, all resmsltances for the curvent volunie, and cosns
muenscalions on business, are £0 be addressed o the Busi-
ness banager,box 2648, Taronto. W'e wonld carnestly |
appeal to all 1o pay up their indebledness—it ts smally
to the individual subscrider, the aypgregale 1s large,
and if paid wowld remave all difficully. Kindly send
us your dollar at once. Payment for back wolumes
np fo 15t Fuly last can d¢ sent to Mr. A. Christie, ¢
Wilton Avenue, Taranto.

UNSEEN GUARDS.

N one of Southey’s poems Caradoc lies sleeping
pleasant were the dreams af his country and pros-
pective home ; the foe unexpectedly steals upan him,
and, exulting, raises the spear to simite him as he lay;
*That instant, o'er the Britan's unseen barp
The gale of macning passed, and swept its strings.
Iato s sweet a Jimimony, that sure
It seemed no eavthly tune ;
and she savage guails; thinking that some protecting
spirit watched beside his intended victim, he abashed
withdraws, It was a favoucite opinion of old that
each individual was under the eye of his guardian
angel; certain it is that “the ange} of the Lord en-
camps abous those that fear Him;” and though these
are the days of critical scepticism, we may still read
with pleasure what Edmund Spenser wrote concern- !
ing angels 1~
¢ How oft do they .heir silver bowers leave,
To come 1o suecour us that succour want ! }
How oft do they with golden pinions cleave
The finung skies, ke flying pursuivan,
 Against foul fiends to aid us muluant ;
They for us fight, they watch and duly ward,
And their bright squadrons mund abeut us plant
And all for love and nothing for reward,
Oh ! why should God to man have such regard2”
The morning breeze as it awoke the soft notes of
the harp was an angel’s touch to the sleeping Briton
nor should we disdamn to find comfort in the truth that
angel hosts encamp around ; it may be were our eyes
touched by a prophet’s prayers we too, as Elisha’s
servant, would see the mountains filled with the guar-
dian host.
* A prophets prayer "—has prayer power to guard?
to shield a loved one from evil? Abraham’s prayer
would have prevailed for Sodowm had ten righieous
men been found, and thea unconscionsly, by an un-
seen and vnknown power, the doom from the city had
passed away. But the ten were not to be found, and
Sodom fell ; which fact leads us to the thought that
‘there are condwions o prayer, 1o the safety given by
the unseen guards, canditians which lie consciously or
unconsciously in the individual whose blessing or se-
cunty is m question. Even mimstering angels may
be balked of their tntent by the perversity of the in-
dwiduat puarded. Chnss did not maay mighty works
there, because of thar unbelef, The wind may play
through the strings of the AEohan harp, but if no ear
is near or attenave, s sweetest powers are smite ; only
as the histening ear is open are us strawns full mejody.
The unseen guards around us meet oaly faith's keen
sight, and the complement of the blessing rests with
the soul 0 be blessed. The ten ngiueous <withont
an Abrabam’s prayes had been i Sodam in vain,and
the efficacy of a2 muther's prayers for her prodigal boy
has hope in this, that some crushed, smothered germ
of conscience may be trced and hve.  They who need,
and they who would become, the power of an unseen
and unknown guard, may trust and toil with confidence.
Mahanune 15 stll the name of the place where the

betiever nbides, and those hosts appear as the necd
and circur stances require. To Joshua with the for
befate him, the captain of the Lovd's hust held the
drawn sword in hishand; to usin 0ar haur of sadness

tliey eome by some sifent monition which way becons

temporary with the prager a {riend for us is offermyg
at the mercy seat.  Thus to us cur guardian angels
hover round, bringing to ane man wisdom, to another

I peace, 'ifting a Mactha’s weight of cares,a Mary's lond

of sin; giving strength to the weak, compamonship to
the solitary, power to the toiler, delserance to the
threatened, to each his heart's desire, if the heatt but
rests in God.

SHOULD THERE BE A CREEL?

“T HAVE no ¢eed but the New Testament,” saud

an unpugne of cs2eds to a fellaw-traveller, who
acknowledged one.  An examination of the relative
position af the s seaker to the various sections of pro.
fessing Christendom may aid us n aur inguiry, He
whe had no creed but the New Testament had very de-
cided canvictions of what he found there. He wasa
vigid ‘Trinitasian, Calvinistic 1o the backbone, a pre.
mittenarian and a firm believer in the unending char-
acter of the future state of retribution. Yetthe Arian,
Arnuiaian, post-millenarian and restorationist say witk
apparently equal sincerity, my creed is the New Tes-
tament only.

Al who read the Bible intelligently must conclude
that it teaches sofhething, and that something, written,
expsessed, thought, is a creed ; and umil all minds
are made and educated alike, different canclusions
will be reached, hence creeds will differ. The cry
against creeds per se ts mere meaningless rant, only
this and nothing more. A man must find same defi-
nite proposition in the Bible; that propesition, if the
Bible is accepted as authorstative, goes to make up his
creed. The manr who has * no creed,” if not a noth-
ingarian, is one af the narrowest of all sectaries. How-
ever, as Mr. Powis said in the Union sermon, the
tendency of the day is not in the direction of over
devotion to creeds, but of indifference thereta. Vet

'mincd, from such lot us wifAdraw ourselves, Let

antention be directed to that word “ withdraw,” used
wwice m our English Bible in such connection, 2
Thess. m, 63 T T vi. 5. We shauld ever be abovs
the odvum theologicum. Even the unbeliever may be
a darkened soul struggling For the light, “treat him
not as an enemy, but adnionish him as a brother.”

Ourc position, then, regarding rreeds is stmply this;
A creed is & mental, n spiritual necessity; let a
church's creed or covenant be as simple and straight-
forward as possible, eschew all atwempts afier how
not to say i, let that creed or covenant stand not asa
pnson wall, but as a standard shewing where that
church may be found, and where honest men may
gathet.

SHORT TALKS ABUUT OUR CHURCH
POLITY.

KO, 3. ~CONCRBUATIONAL.

N our last article we spoke of the  Independent ”
3 side of our polity, we desire now to say a little on
its other aspect, the Comgregational. What are we
to understand by that term, and what does it include?
It asserts a privilege and inculeates a duty which our
church members too often neglect—that everyone
should have a share in the management of the church,
We often hear complaints as to the working of
churches. in one case it will be the pastor who will
lard it * over God’s heritage,” in another case it will
be some Diotrephes “ who laveth to have the pre.
eminence Here the chureh is said to be 190 much
under the influence of one man, there dnder a body
of deacons, or some special cligue. We fully believe
that in most cases there is but little 'ground for such
complaints as these, it is apparent, not real, while in
many instances individuals are forced by the indiffer-
ence or neglect of duty of others to put themselves
forward, and assume positions of prominence and re-
sponsibility from which they would gladiy have been
spared, and would thankfully be relieved ; and a pretty
fong expetience? convinces us that chusches ofttimes

cenfessedly, how to handle a creed is z question more | owe more to such men than they can readily appre-

readily asked than answered. The statement of facts
in our article last week, which statement 15 capable

hend. There can be, and is, true self-sacrifice heve,
as well as in other departmertts of Chyisdan service,

of indefinite extension, shews plainly that subscription § However that may be, it is ~questionable tha. alarge

does not, and if experience justifies any assertion, can-
not secure even an approach to uniformity of belief ;
no, nor secure substantially similar teaching for the
masses. All possible shades of belief are found re-
garding what the Gospel is between the volume of
Scotch sermons, referred to in our last, and Boston’s
Fourfald State; between Dean Stanley on the one
hand and Canon Liddon on the ather, and the same
state of things is fast approaching in our American
and Canadian churches where subscription is de-
manded, .

Tt will hardly do to make a wholesale charge of dis-
honesty against those who manifestly depart from
their subscribed creed, for among other considerations
unless the infallibility of the creed is assumed, how
cauld it be charged were neither mouse nor bird per-
suitted 13 peep or routter 2 Besides, men of otherwise
undoubted imegrity and Christian character 4o stand
in the equivecal position, By common consent sub-
scription is nowhsre assutmed to be a covenant bind-
ing to the leuer of the bond, Why then subscribe at
alt? The mind does not work in the hne of mechans.
cal art by square and campass and rule, it must be
free ; obligaton and subscription imposed as condy
tlons seem o threaten if not violate the necessary
freedom of the mind, and hence become shackles, or
are disregarded save by those who find ltberty within
the circomscribed boundaries. Y.

1s there nat a better way 2 We think there is, and
it is here. A church must have principles which 1
holds to be vital; in simple straightforwacd language
fet such be stated ; we need neither false colours nor
hidden light. Having thus raised its standard it
thereby invites all who can rafly around itto fetlow-
ship and co-operation. Qur creed then becomes a
rendezvous not a prison, .

But traitors may rally, Judge no man, but where
what we deem vital principles are ignored or under-

number of church members fail to recognize the duty
of doing their part in the Bbusiness of the church, in
other words, of being * Congregational” Many a
church has had #ts well being imperilled,some it may be
have suffered shipwreck, because their membershave
failed just here. We have heard vegrets and condem-
nation of the action of churchies in various matters by
the members, and have not unfrequendy found that
these very members took no part and had no interest
in the deliberations which led to the course they con-
demn, Let every member feel that he or she indi-
vidually is responsible for all that the chusch does,
and strive to fulfil that duty in the fear of God,

Buy, it may be said, is said, will not this bring con-
fusion and disorder ? will not the church meeting de-
generate into a mere debating club? and will not
there anse factions and parties in the church?  Yes,
if the pastar s an unwise, unspiritual man, and if the
membership is a mere heterogenegus mass of men and
women without the principle of a living faith, and the
sense of responsibility to guide them, and when that
1s the case, not only will these results follow, but the
sooner they do, and put an end to the whole farce of
a church, the better. No, if pastor and people bhe
abke tmbued with the spirit of the religion they pro-
fess, with-a sprat of consideration, of forbearance and
of Chrnstian love. Let-these prevail and the miost
dificult questions may safely be left'to the assembled
brethren., Crrcumstances may arise, such as cases of
disciptine, when 1t will be -best-that the church should
ask brethren i whom it has confidence to investigate
and report to them, and then follow their‘recom-
mendaugn 1 the disposal. -~ These, howaver, atz ex-
cepuional cases, and only orove more clearly the rule
af duty as generally binding,

- May we not-carry the idea of the word one step
further,.and ask of it is not “Congregational® for
churches, by such as they shall choose, 10 meet to



