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ficial intercourse. These facts makie the application of the proposed rule les
simple and logical than might at firsgt sighit appear.

Moreover, by a usage liaving thc practical force of lawv, the American local As-
sociations liave thîeir well-defined " Articles of Faith"1 as a doctrinal býasis, and a
systeni Of councils for the ordaining~ ixistalling, disnmissi ng or disowning minis-
tors, both of which would ho resented and resisted by no small proportion of Ca-
nadiaii Congregationalists as inconsistent withi liberty and independency. Our
Anierican brethren distinguish botween 'lCongregationalism" ' and " Indepen-
denoy," the differeiitia of the former beingy its maintaining the necessity of "'the
fellowshlip of thie churches " through couincils as above. The Oberlin National!
Council passed the following, resolutions, unaninionsly, withouit debate ; " Re-
solred, that ail winisterz in o"ir denoinination oughit to be in orderly connection
with soine niinisterial or ecclesiastical. organisation whicli shalh ho able to certif y
te their regular standing in the miinistry. 1'Resolved, that churches be urged net
to employ, as preachers, unsettled ministers without such ovidence of their good
standing ini the niinistry. " The Amnerican " Independent " churches stand aloof
froin the Associations, refuse to subinit to councils, and, in a word, " go on their
ewn hook," generally. There are sonie of these in iost of the States, but thoy
are not nunibored anong the 1'Congregational " body known to other religious
cominunities by its organized Associations or Conferences.

Is it designed, we would inquire, to adopt wliat we xnay cali the Anierican type
of Congregationalisrn? to require, or expect, every mnister, as a condition of
his ",good standing" being recognised, to connect himnself with sorte local Asso-
ciation? This miay, or may iiot, be an imiprovenent ; but it %vilI ho a change. It
has alivays been hield among uis, hitherto, that connection with any Association,
or the Union, on the part of any minister or church, was an entirely voluntary
niatter; that moembership in one of these bodies coniferred no superior, and non-
membership involved no inferior, status. And as a niatter of fact, there are seve-
rai pastors, and a good miany churches, outside of citiier ene or the other, or
both,-we believo ail in Montreal, for instance.

Supposing that our usage in this respect is unaltered, thore miust thon ho two
imodes of admission into the Union, if the proposed change is adopted,-one for

'ebers of Associations, -n aohrfrn-mnhs. ntelatter cases, the

Union wifl iot ho relieved of an onerous diity, and thec end songhit for will ho un-
attainied. It will still îîood its Meinbership Coiinxnittc, and aIl its provisions for
enqniry in the case of applicanta for admission. And in cases where any charge
is made against a minier who does not bolong te any Association, it will need
to i.'stitute its ew-n independent examination into the matter, for the Union can-
not order an Association to investigate any case; the Association -would very na-
turally dechine to j udge iny one not belonging to it ; and the accused would take
Up the impregnable position, of refusing to give accouint to a body with whici hoe
had no connoction. Would not this, have been the result ini the case whviicli sug-


