
PREFACE TO VOLUME XVIII.

Ili writing thle lasti words of tht-se tivelve rnonthly issues, and reviem -

ing thec contents of the, yearly3 volume thus conipleted, rningled thouglits

and feelings are awakenied witlini us.

We are more aiid more prof oundly inïpressed, continually, with the

vast influence of the Press ; and our experience in connection wvitli t1iis

miagazine inakes uis feel hiowi essential such ani organi of commlfuicationl

is to the well-being,, ami the unity of our cliurelies ami ail their institui-

tions. Our- ideal of the possible excellence of 1)eriodical literatuire is

ever rising,, p)artly under the influence of actual examiples, and partly iM

visions of stili better things to corne. Our own realisation of that ideal,
withini these pent-ul) liimits, is more disappointing, in this third incumi-

bency of the editorial chair, thian ever it wvas beforp. Stili, ive believ e

a good service lias liere been. louie for Christ and our brethiren, and for

that ive are thankful.

Tfli circulation of the CANADIAN INDEPEFNDENr, liowever, is tiot

ivliat it ouglit to be. While, somie pastors and churchies niobly liofl ilp

our bands, othiers are veiy apathetic. With double oui' present list, ive

could furnisli more than. twice as goodî a magazine !Shall not thiat be

realize(l iii 187223
Hearty thanks to ail our hielpers, by cainvass or literary contribution

and chiefly to Rev. Joliii Wood and Bey. W. MI. Smnitli, whiose stated

co-operation, iin special (leiartnments, lias lighiteneai our labours aild

added value andl vaî-iety to our pages.
0 F. H. M.

ToiioNro, May 20, 1872.


