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Churcli and State ideas are by n,) means extinct in Canada. Voluntaryisni
may yet require to fight strenuously for the maintenance of those principles
which the King and Ilead of the Churcl lias announced in the New Testa-
ment. Past succes may induce licedlessness, but there are signs of the times
arisimg from the coalescence of differirg denominations, cnlculated to awak,-n
serious thouglits as to, the future. We observe also a movement of the Pro-
vincial Synod of the United Churcli of E ngland and JreIand In Canada, whichi
ought to bceclosely watched. At a recent meeting of that Body it wvas agreed
to, petition the Legisiature for powrer to enforce the attendance of witnesses
before the Diocesan and Metroplitan Courts. In answer to a question if it
,was intcnded to compel tho attendance of members of other denominations, it
was nnsivered, Ilcertainly." The extension of sueh power to any ecclesiastical
corporation, appears to us an invasion of' Civil and Ileligious Liberty, and
must be strenously resisted. iPast bistory has too many sad ohapters record-
ing the t*rafnie3 of Church Courts when clothed with the civil power, to
admiit of the loyers of freedom tamely subînitting, in a new country like this,
to any stop subversive otf their rights.

An officiai document of the highiest importance lias emnated from President
Lincolni to the people of the United States. As a war mensure be lias issued
a proclamation which provides-that, on the first day of January nest, ail
persons held as slaves witbin any State, wbose people shall then be in rebellion
against the United States, shail be thenceforward and forever free-that. ail
civil and military officers of the governmnent shall maintain the f'reedom. of
sucli persons-that, on the samne day the Executive will designate by procla-
niation the names of States or parts of States in rebellion, on wvhose slaves the
boon of freedom is conferred-that, the Prosident will advise the next Con-
.gress to, tender to, ail States not in rebellion pecuniary aid to abolish slavery-
that efforts to, colonize persons of African descent be continued-and that ail
military and naval officers observe, obcy and enforce the acta of the last Con-
gress respecting slaves. This action cannot fail te exercise an important influ.
ence on the aspect of affairs in the present awful struggle. Amid the sickening
details of the bloody strife, we bail with joy every star of hope, fearful lest it
be quenched by clouds of anarchy. It la our prayer that the star of Liberty
may shine with renewed beauty and spiendour, when the storm that now rages
bas passed away for ever, leaving the political, social, and religious atmosphere
purified of many a fetid exhalation, generated by the God-dishonouring and
xnan-crushing systemi of slavery.

SCRIPTURAL TREATMNENT 0F OFFENCES.-MATT. XViii., 15-17.
(Contiinued jrom page 78.)

Sometimee we have heard objections brought to excuse a negleet of this ride.
A few sentences will 8uffice to state and answer the chief of these.

1. WVe have heard it said- Ol but the brother who has offended me is so, irritable
that I am afraid to meet him. Now we admit that this fact may render it neces-

* sary to, givo special heed to some of the directions given above-sucli as those
.'which ref'er te, the sp;rit in which this painful duty i8 to be perforned, but


