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Governwient enabled the constrruction aof the Canndian Pacific
pond, could the means huve Leen fortheoming for the con-
stratetion of blast furnaces and steel plants and ills for the
production of steel rails,  Steel rails were o national necessity
quite a3 much as the railroad, and while the one was heing

provided for the other should not huve heen neglected. 11 it |

lad leen demanded by the Govermment as impetatively neces-
sary, the projectors of the railroud would willingly have
inefuded a steel rail plant in theiv proposed equipiment “Phis
wotld not hiuve necessarily retarded the construction of the
roadl, for until the rail plant was in operation the demand for
mals might have been supplied from abrodd. Tt would not
Imve heen necessary to send out prospectors to senrch for are
deposits, for the existence of many of those we now huve was
woll known at that time. The work of developing them would
have been gone on with, aud the ore in suflicient guantities
wotld have boen ready for the furnaces as soon ns they could
lhave been built,  While the iron mines were Iwing developed
and the blast furnaces being built, one or more steel plants
would have been in process of erection; amud by the time the
Bessemer converters were ready to be charged the pig ivon
would have been ready to charge into them, winle at the
e time the necessary rail mills would have been veady to
wil the rails.  Money could have effected these things, and
the necessary money could have been had for that purpose
quite as readily as for the construciion of the vond,  With the

iront mining industey thus developed, and steel plants in opera- |

tion, the demand for mild steel would have heen so large that
if the converters used in making steel for rails were not of
sutlicient capaeity to meet the requirement for other purposes,

such as the manufacture of bridge plates, eye bars, truss |

leamy, etc., others would have heen crected, and so the
demand not only for steel rails but for all other forms of mild
steel would, ina very few years, have been supplied from Crna-
dian sources.

It would be ditlicult to imagine what & happy effect this
would have hud upon the industrial progress of Canwda,  There
are, at this tiing, more than 2,000,000 tons of steel rails in
use in railronds in this country, not to mention the quantity
of steel consumed in the bridges on the lines of those roads,
and the thousands of tons of rails that have been worn aat in
service,  If all this steel had beenmade in Canada, the untuld
willions of dollars that went abroad to pay for it would have
been kept at home to pay the thousands of nuu who would
have found employinent in the mines, taking out the we: at
the blast furnaces in making that ore intu ivon; at the con-
verters in changing the ivron into steel ; and at the mills, in
manufacturing the steel into vails and other forms. It would
have given the ruilroads all the additional employment which
the industry would have snpplied, and work to thousands of
more men working in connection with the rilvoads, These
are ~ome of the benefits which the country would have derived
from the establishinent of plunts for the production of steel
rails at the time when the railroad-building policy of the Gov-
ernnent was being put into effect.

Rajlvond-building in  Canada is not being pushed as
vigunaily now a8 it was somne years ago, hut still our imports
of rails uverage over 100,000 tons per year, and within the
last twenty years we have imported considerably over 2,000,000
tons,  Suppose that twenty years ago a duty of $10 per ton
had been imposed on rails, at the average rate of import this

would have produced norevenue of 31,000,000 per yewr. 1
that sum per year had been upproprinted to the development.

! ot the mining industry, the huilding of blast furnaces, and the

i
]

construction of steel plants and rial wmills, in ten years Canuda
would have been as thoroughly equipped with these necessary
adjuncts to prosperity and civilizauon ny the United States.
Within that ten years it would have become unnccessary for
us to send abrond for steel rails ov any other formy of mild
steel necessary in rmilrond building «r eqaipment.  But that
would not have been alls Que imports of pig fvon would have
been stopped. breanse we would have been supplying our
requiretments from vur own furnaces,  Quesmports of har won
would have ceased hecause all such iron would have been
made at home, Su oo, 13 regards boiler plntes, bridge plates,
ey bars, truss besms, ete—all such things waould have heen
pracduced in Canada,

It is not too late yet to produce such s condition, It ean
be done in the way indicated.  No doubt the vailroads would
object to a duty of 210 per ton on rails, but as 13 shown in the
veport of the Canadian Pucitic Compuny above alluded to, that
compiny at least, i3 in remarkably good posizion to stand it
With a praposed expendituwre of £8,000,000 out of the surplus
earnings of one yvear, perhaps the company might see thew
way clear to devote a necessiry amount towards the evection
of & rail plant of their own,  But whether they do this ornot,
the effort should be made hy the Government to establish the
mdustry, 1 a million dollars a year were collected from a
duty on rails, a bonus of 33 per ton might be offered for such
rails as wight be made in Canada for & term of vears. But
whatever the details mighs be, the duty should be imposed
and the proceeds appropriated for the encourngement of the
establishment of the steel rail industry in Canada,

DIVERSIFICATION OF EMPLOYMEN'T.

By a series of errors woven into a theory men are made to
helieve that it would be to their advantage to preduce every-
thing they require within their own political boundary, and
abstain from exchanging their products with people outside
that imaginary line.  The idea is not so frequent with regurd

I to small municipalities. for the situation is move obvious, and

common sense takes the place of theoretical philosophy.  Yet
occasionally councils of corporations show a trace of it by pay-
ing higher prices to local firms than is warranted by market
eonditions, It is almost hupossible to tind anyone believing
that it would be beneticial for one individual or one fanily to
produce everything required without exchanging with others,
althongh that pusition would be quite as logical as the confin-
ing of trade within a political boundary in hope of gain—
Toronto Globe.

The sophistry of thix is appurent. Tt muy be true that it
might not he to the advantage of men to produce everything
they require within their own political or other boundary ;
but the trath should consist in the fact of the inability of wen
thus to produce.  This would consist in, first, the physical in-
ability to accomplish more than human endurance will coun.
tenance, nud, secoud, in the inahility of the svrroundings.
Thus, if a farmer's entire attention is required in the cultiva.
tion of his crop of wheat, he would not have the physical
ability to navigate a ship at the sane time; and if the far-
met's laud was not adnpted o the cultivation of whear, no
matter what amount of skill he might be endowed with, the
inubility of his surroundings would render it impossible for



