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THE SEE OF KINGSTON
Biffioulties In Its Foundation.

Bishop Hud;noll and Cardinal
Weld

A Letter from Archlshap Cleary.

To the Editor of the Catholic Register.
Dran Sie—Although busily engaged
with the Pastoral Visitation of this
Western division of my diocese, 1 feel
it duo to the venerable See of Kingaton,
which 1 unworthily occupy, that I
should call attention to an error which

Ricut Rev. avn Hov. Arry MachoNrLr
Fiisr Bisnor or Kisastos.
appears in the first column of the first
page of your issuv of cro yesterday.
You state, ' Cardinal Weld, at the
time he was made a member of the
Sacred College, was the coadjator of
Bishop Macdoncll, the first prelate of
Cpper Canuda.”  The error consists in
tha designation you give to the Right
Rev. and Hon. Alexander Macdenell.
He was never Bishop of Upper Canada,
nor lias any prelate possessed such a
title at any time in the Catholic
Churchi. No blame can attach to you
for making this mistuke, seeing that
o well informed and accurate 8 writer
as Canlinal Wiseman has slipped gimi-
larly by stating in Lis ** Last TFour
Popes’ (Pius VIII, Chap. 1II,) in
reference to Mgr. Weld, ** The Bishop
Viear-Apostolic of Upper Cauada ob-
tained his appointmentashiscoadjutor,
and he received, accordingly, the
Episoopal Coneecration on the Gth of
August, 1626.” ¢ Quandoque dormi-

tat et bonus Homerus.”

Thefollowingcompendiougnarralion
will explain Bishop Macdonell's hier-
archical status at the time of Mgr.
Weld'sappointment to be his coadjutor.
So early as the 24th of Oct. 1789, the
Right Rev. J. F. Hubert, Bishop of
Qucbec, opened negotiations with the
Holy See for the dismemberment of
his vast diocese, extending more than
4,500 miles in length, through which
he hiad made & pastoral visitatinn that
occupied ten years, and still left the
work of visitation incomplete.

The correspondence, whereof I holda
copy in the Archives of the Palace in
Kingston, is exceedingly interesting in
many points of view and especially in
regard of the political conditions that
hampered the action of the Church in
Great Britain and her dopendencies at
that time, a8 compared with the reli-
gious freodom we now happily enjoy
under Her Most Gracious Majesty,

Queen Victoria,  Tho weveral pussible
forms of diocesan dismemberment und
new ecclesinstical distribution of the
territory subject to the Binhop of Que

bee were considered with most atten

tivo and practical oye by tho corres-
pondents on both sides, the annnus of
the British Government being always
prominent in the programme of every
sugyested solution of the question.

The last quarter of the eighiteenth
century was, indeed, a dark period in
England’s Instory. The revolung
iniquitics of the penal luws agumst
the Catholic Religion were then en
forced as barbarously i Great Britnin
and Ireland, us they lhad becn in the
days of Queen Llizabeth and Quen

the venerable aud saintly Cardinul
Henry. Duko of York, was cuustantly

as suflicient and imperative reasun fur

persecution ugainst the Catholics on
the assumptior:, forsvoth, that this
boly and aged Curdinal Bishop tnight
possibly take to himself a wife and
beget a son, who would be the tlurd
Jacobite Pretender to the British
Crown.
tho Treaty of DParis, guarantecing
to the Canadian Catholics the freo

Hubert informed the Holy Sec that
Catholicisin here was barely * tolerat.
ed.” Therefore, the formation of new
dioceses, and th:e institution of Bishuy..
in ordinary, could not, for a moment,
be contemplated. The creativn of
Vicars Apostolic, subject dircctly and

almost cqually impracticable. as well
from ecclesiastical as from a political

itself, most of all, to the mind of the
Bishop of Quebec was the appuint
ment of four coadjutors to hiwself,
each to receive Ipiscopal Orders, and
one of them to reride in Mountreal,
another in some part of Upper Cannda,
another :n Nova Scolis, and anothier
in some distaut place in the North
West regions.  This methoa of provid
ing for the spiritual care of the scat-
tered Catholic populations in the
distant parts of the Diocese of Quebee,
although it would be, as the Bishop
states, less disagreeable to the Civil
Authorities, appeared to the Holy See
more difficult of successful ~peration
in the ecclesiastical order.

Monsignor Hubert died before the
close of the eighteenth century, and
the nepotiations with Rome were
resumed by his successors, Bishop
Denant and Bishop Plessis, in turi.
During the Episcopate of tho latter
zealous and learned prelate, the condi-
tion of public feeling on the part of
the Government and people of Great
Britain towards the Catholics under-
went a salutary and felicitous change.

The Cardinal Duke of York, grand
son of ing Jawes 1., and brother of
** Bonnie Prince Charlie,” died in 1807,
full of years and merits, leaving after
him numerous monuments of his pety
and princely munificence. His deaths
was the extinction in tho male line of
tho House of Stuart. Tha bugbear of
a third Pretender and a new Civil
War in favor ot Jacobism vamsbed
from the British mind on the day of
th?r glrdiml’a death,

o unswerving allegiance of
Canadian pntholiga to8 tho lgritti:l(:
Crown during the war with the United
States in 1812 operated most forzibly

stringently mamtanming the laws of | profoundly touched

immediately to the Holy See, scemed | Europe.

on the nunds of Linghsh Statesmen at
hume, and of the King's representative
Governors in Canada, for the mtiga-
tion of the spirit of houtility ngamat
our holy religion and itg developement
and exteusion through the ritish
North American Territories. 'The idea
b gan to develop and gradually prevail,
tunt England had political need of
Canada for her defence ugamst her
Republican neighbor, nnd that the
loyalty of the Canadian Catholics was
her best assurance of safety.

The patriotic and vigorous action of
the Reverend Alexander Mucdonell,
then DParish Priest of St. Raphael's in
Glengarry, and subscquently  first
Bishop of Kingston, who ruscd two

Apne. The fact of the uaistence of | regiments of Scotch Fencbles from

amungst his uwn people, and led them
forward, and cheered them on by his

alleged in Parliament ard in the press | presence and bravey in several batt'es

witit the enctuy in Lastern Ontario,
tho hearts of
statestnen in the Foroign Oflice in
London and in the Governor General's
citadel in Qacbee, -0 much so that,
i token of high appreciation, he
received from the Kinyg o pension for
life, which was afterwaids doubled,

Dspite the stipulations of | and then quadrupled, and made lere-

ditary in perpetuity to lus ~uccessors
in oflico after he had become Bishop of

oxercise of their religion, Monsignor | Kingston.

Anothier element of reconciliation
betwecn the Protestant mind of Eng-
land and the Cathohic pupulavion was
the remarkable exlubition of steadfust
allegiance of the Irish Cutholic soldiers
to the Briush Crown throughout the
long scries of Napoleomie wars 1n
When Baush supremacy
was 1 dunger, the Catiwlics dud not
allow their spint 10 yicld to the sense

point of view. Tho planthat approved | Bricvous  Wrong :nflicted on thewn

through hatred for ther religion by the
sovernment under whose flag the,
fought. They touk thuir hives in their
Lards, and marched biavely against
Englan's fues, and shed tbeir blood
profusely on countless ficlds of batle,
remembering only thar duty to God
and their King.  The Duke of Well-
ington frequently bore testiony to
their herotsin and fidehity , and onone
veeasiun telated bow, i a criucal mo-
ment of the fight, he turned an Insh
regiment resting vn the battle ficld aud
awaiting lus orders, and with the free
and fricadly words, Up, buys. atd at
them, " fired their souls with ceuthus
1asmin their advance agust the cn-
em) and won the fortunes of the day.
Impossible that the hard crust of sec
tarian bigotry should continue to with-
stand the influence of arguments such
as these in the append for conciliation
and peace to Catholic consciences.
But of all the facts that concurred
to bring about a kindly disposition of
the English Court and ¢abmet and
the masses of the people towards the
persecuted Catholics, none was more
offective than the action of tho great
and glorious Pope, s VII., who
ruled the destinies of the Umversal
Choreh 1 thoso most troublesome
times. When Napolecou Buonaparte
had overturned thrones and constitu
tions all round him, as children de-
molish castles ot sand, and trampled
the nations of Europe under his iron
beel, and England was almost the
sole kingdom that aared to oppose
him in Ins carcer of umversal subju.
gation, hie formed a project, styled theo
Continental System., for the overthrow
of the British power among the nations
and the destruction of social peaco

within the Kingd s by the annii’a
tion of her commerce, wlich would
mean cessation of her industries, and
consequontly starvation, sedition and
revolution. 1o had eiffectunlly terror-
1zed tbo liuropean monarchivs gener-
erally into ncceptunce of his decree to
excludo British ouds, and all Lntsh
commerce from their ports and cities
of trade. DBut when he presented Ins
decree to the Sovercien Ponutl, the
weakest of oll mionarchs 1 & itary
point of view, and demanded that he
should cluse the ports of Civita Veeelua
and Ancona sgainst the nnportation
of Brtish goods, o wag et by a firm
and absolute refusal.  Teued the rap:
ture between the Nmpaor and the
Pope, which, with other causes and
pretexts concutring, cultmnatel o
the ternble tragedy of the violent
cerzare of the Holy Pepuffa puoson
and his trausportutom with patidess
cruclty and dignity to the for

tress of Savous, whue he was
incarcerated fur fise long years, witle
out lnbcrl.) of comttiecation with the
outer world or with the depntients
of ecelesiastical gurvainusent, aud with

out interchange of a word of sympathy
with Ins dearest fricnds. This unea

ampled il treatment of the gentle,
lugh souled Dope, Pus VIL, the
patience and fortitude with which he
endured it. and, nbuve all, the sublitue
example o thus gave to the world, to
princes and peoples, of Lis untlaclung
assertion of justice ard 1izLY i uppo-
tion to the despotic will of the most
powerful mulitary comtnaunder  the
world had known from the duys of
Attila the Goth, gave to the Cliuef of
the Cathiolic Churchi and lus edigion
a moral and secial (levation a. the
minds of all mien, surpassit; the glary
of all military conquests, 1ud distin-
guistung him and Lis office as the
central pillar of socinl order, the lving
princaple of true conservatism and
stability of the peace and prospenity

of pubdie Lift in Lurupe.  Theneeforth
a spirit of reverential regard animated
the Enghish prople tuwards the un-
armed monarch of the Vatican, and
awity and couriest governed the rela-
tions of the British Guvertucat with
him.

Tins providential contluenee of con.
ciliatory forces supplicd & most favor-
able opportuniy tu Munsignor Plessis,
Bishop of Yucbee, for thy exccution of
Ins project of the territonal division of
his diocese.  Correspondence with the
Foreiga office in Lundon aud with the
Governor-General in Canada became
more easy and fricndly, aud, to make
& loug story shott, 1L cawe to pass
after thirty years of uegotintion and
struggle with difficulties. chiefly poli-
tical, that the good Bishop aided most
powerfully by the truly nuble Larl of
Batburst, the Secretary for the
Culunies, effected Lis schuine in chief
part by the creation, with the Bntish
Government's congent,of two Apustolic
Vicariates in the vatreme Last of
British America, whuse rules were to
receive Lpiscopal Consceration, and
the appointment of his Vicar Guneral,
Reverend Aleaander Macdoneli. to the
speciul chargo of Upper Canada, with
the character and digwuty of Ejuscopal
Orders,for the more «{lctual dischiarge
of his pastoral dutics in this extensiveo
region. The Bull of Popp Pius VIIL,,
constituting the Revercud Alcxander
Macdonell, Mgr. Plessis’ Vicar Gen-
cral, Bishop of Rhaesina, i. p.i., is
dated 12th January, 1619, and it de-




