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"« national " titan others, it is that very
class atnongst wbhoin the lay p)atrons
wre chiefly flound. And as for tlic
ubiquitous ratepayer, whiat inakes Itini as
sucli so national ? For tbe most part lie
pays bis rates because hoe cannot hieip
doing so; ani if besides paying bis rates
lie clîooscs for sonie deliberately cliosen
good of' bis own to refuse commîunion
with thc Ne.ional Cbiurcb, wlîy should
lus rates cttie Iiiiu to interfore witit the
interests of a Churcbi front wbicb, of bis
own frec wiI, hoe lias separatcd imiscli'?
*Wby sbould lit, or his friends wisb Iici
to interfere ? Ic bias preferrel conte-
tbing that hoe tbinks better. Bvery rate-

paYerC wbo seeks tbe benofits of' the
National Churchlibas riglits and privi-

legres rogarding it. No one can botb
rcjcct;a good and have it. And every
institution-oven a National Obutrli-
niust bi vorkced on the intelligible prin-
ciple of belonging to those wbo in point
of fact dIo bclong to iL.

IVe have been led too far into those
remarks; but the truth is, tbat tbe aboli-
tion of Patronage seenis to us, on the

p art ofcicrtain people ivbo claini to bc
Libeomis, to havc been mnade the occasion

of more bad and ill-naturcd locrie than
one could bave supposed possible. It
bas denationaliscd the Cburcb, and bias
converted it into a seet! It bas given
an impulse to (iisostablishiunt! The
simple bistorical ib.ct l--ing, tbat the
British Logyisiature lias repoaicd an Act,
knowvn as Cthe Act of Qucen Atno,
wbich the sainie l3ritishi Lcgisiaturc en-
forccd in flic face of' flic unanitoonnos re-
monstrance of flic Church, and of ivhicb
the Cliurcli may bic said nover to bave
ceasod to cotaplain. What niay be the
issue of the îuew order of things no one
can foî'otell. Wc venture on no pro-
pbecy; but one wvouid require to be
ignorant both of logic and of bistory, to
write and speak of the recent logislation
wbicblibas abolislîed Patronage in thue
inanner wvbicli is porsistently dlonce in
certain quarters. Let us hope tlîat thc
congregations of the National Clitirelb
tiiroucghiout the country, under the regu-
laLions now laidl down by flic Geîioral
AsseniblY, and flic course of eveuts, nîay
cousjuicuiously denuonstrate. Uic extrava-
gant iiifercnces wlîicb have been drawn
from a longy-dela),ed. act of justice.

Immnwdiatcly coîncected witb tic edcc-

tivo riglits of congregations un(icr the
new, systcni arose Uic questioni of the

ilts of munisters and congrpgations
wo îgtiitealtercd state of' tliings,

desire to metra to tlie Churcli wbicli
ticy lîad forsaken, or fron wvhiicb thcy
were separated by causes wbicli niglit
appear to thein no longer tic satine as
befome. Ilore, too, tîtore lias becîî groat
scope for iiiisrcjiresentation, and soiute
bave fully availe(l theunselvos of it. Tho
wisli of Uic Clîurclî to openl lier doors to
any wbo niigbit desire to rcturr~ to lier-
now tlîat patronage is gono-lias been
set forth as a miere %visli on lier lpart to
weakon otier Clitirelies-to mopair lier
breaclies at thîcir eNponse. It lias boca
said tbat the proposai to admîit iiiinisters
of the FeX-e Cluurclî to joui tie National
Cliumclî on casier tornis tian lîcretoforo
is to iîisult tlie Frec Clîurclî. The fluct
thiat Froc Cliuirch mninisters as a botly
have not nianifcsted any cagcrnoess to
rejoin the Clîurclî, bas bceei considcmed
a public testimony to Uie strcngUîh of
tlieir principles, and tbc indepc ndcîice
of tlîeir cluaracter and position. It is
flot icessamy to make aîîy repiy to
statcients ofthis kind. Those wlio lie-
hievo tlhat the only objeet of flic provail-
ing party in tlic Clinrel ivbo obtaincd
the abolition of Patronagre Nvas to weakcîî
thie Froc Clîurclî, or to insuit it theme-
after by overtumes o? unioni, nuust lie aI-
lowod to lioid tlieir opinion. It uiay be
perînittcd, iiowevcr, to one wblo lîad nîo
counetion-political or otlîerwisc-vitb
tbose wluo were instrumental in otbtain-
ing the abolition of Patronage, to lîold
tlîat otlier motives lind plso soîne influ-
ence in urging the legrislation of last ycar.
Tie <iviticd state of Scottislu Presbyte-
rianisux was adîuuittod, to be a. 2eandal. by
ail. The feelings of alienation and bos-
tilitv out ofwhîîcl the Disruption lîad
sprung hîad considcmably died dlown.
Ait iimportant section o? tbe Frc Cliumc
woro îiotoriousiy as nîuchî dcvoted to tlic
piîciple of the nîational establsbliment
ot religion as any- membor of tic Estab-
lished. Clîumch itself. Wby sluould not
sonicthiîg lie done to give an opportuni-
ty, if îuothîiîg more, of reconsideration,
anud possibly of rounion, to those iwho
wemc tlîus sepamated. Adlierence to
principle is a.igoodi tbing-nanly adhier-
onc to a position even uuuiappily taken
up Ina> lie ligiiiy creditable; but Chris-


