8 History of Rob Roy.

ed to Macgregor, for the express purpose of check-
ing his depredations. The truth is, the thing could
not have happened had it not been for the peculia-
rity of the man’s character; for, with all his lawless
spoliations, and unremitting acts of vengeance and
robbery against the Montrose family, he had not
an enemy in the country, beyoad the sphere of their
influence. He never hurt or meddled with the pro-
perty of a poor man, and, as I have stated, was al-
ways careful that ‘his great enemy should be the
principal if not the only sufferer.  Had it been
otherwise, it was quite impossible that, notwith-
standing all his enterprise, address, intrepidity, and
vigilance, he could have long escaped in a populous
country, with a warlike people well qualified to exe-
cute any daring exploit, such as the seizure of this
man, had they been his enemies and willing to un-
dertake it.  Instead of which, he lived socially
among them, that is, as social as an outlaw, always
under a certain degree of alarm, could do; giving
the education of gentlemen to his sons; frequenting
the most populous towns; and, whether in Edin-
burgh, Perth, or Glasgow, equally safe—at the
came time that he displayed great and masterly ad~
dress in avoiding or calling for public notice,
¢«These instances of his address struck terror in-
to the minds of the troops, #hom he often defeat-
ed and out-generaled. One of these instances oc-
cuired in Breadalbane, in the case of an ofticer and
forty chosen mensent out after him. The party
crossed through Glenfalloch to Tynedrum, and
Macgregor, who had correct information of all their
movements, was with a party in the immediate
neighbourhood. He put himself in the disguise of a
beggar, with a bag of meal hungon his hack, (ip
those days alms were always bestowed in produce,)



